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1.
General

Upon submission of a Building Warrant application containing structural elements or implications, The Building Standards Surveyor will generally request the submission of a Certificate of Design (Structures) and supporting drawings and details.
2.
Small Buildings Structural Guidance

Should the proposals accord in full with the latest edition of the Small Buildings Structural Guidance, then a Certificate of Design should not be requested. 
3.
Calculations

Applicants are also entitled to show compliance by the provision of design calculations and drawings. If these are received and there is no suitable structural resource available in house, these should be sent, along with one copy of the drawings to an external engineer, to be checked. The applicant should also be informed of this. The external engineer must be a current member of SER. The Highland Council keeps a list for staff of current suitable engineers.
4.
Risk Assessment

Where the Small Buildings Structural Guidance may not be appropriate and the works are of a fairly minor nature, the Building Standards Surveyor may take a view as to whether the structural works are acceptable or not. This view would be taken on previous experience, the complexity of the structural works proposed, and the quality and clarity of information provided. This would include the provision of marked up structural drawings to assist in the assessment. Account may also be taken of the qualifications and experience of the person who has submitted the Building Warrant application of drawings.
5.
Staff Supervision

Discussion with either the Principal Building Standards Surveyor or Team Leader would be required before acceptance of any structural alteration which does not have any suitable Certificate of Design (Structures). It is likely that surveyors would only make decisions on very simple structural arrangements with which they were completely comfortable.

The monitoring form for Alternative Solutions should be used to record the risk assessment and agreement of the PBSS or TL.
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