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Population and Housing
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Access to the Outdoors.

Retailing
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Developer Contributions
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Natural, Built and Cultural Heritage

Key:

[ Background | Spatial Strategy [ Policy Options | Consultation |

Notes:

Meeting required to discuss potential of development on site and current Locai Plan allocation
Potentially an issue for the Inner Moray Firth LDP
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Dear Mr Black

HIGHLAND-WIDE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
LAND AT ACHAREIDH, NAIRN

We refer to your consultation letter dated 28™ August 2009 and welcome the opportunity to
participate. Further to the Council’s Main Issues Report we wish to lodge the following
representations on behalf of Achareidh Estate.

Land at Achareidh is indicated as part of the built-up area in the A96 GCDF “Nairn Framework
Plan”. We are currently carrying out a preliminary feasibility study into the potential for
development of a part of the holdings consistent with infrastructure and local factors. There are
limited opportunities for consolidation of the town (within its existing structure) and the adopted
Local Plan enables some development at Achareidh, but does not make a specific allocation of land.

In that regard, we are giving consideration to the scope for a proposal within the terms of the
existing Local Plan; and for the need for an allocation of land as part of the review of the
development plan. The site is a substantial land holding and an integrated part of the town, well
located to facilities and with the potential to contribute significantly to urban sustainability, and
offer choice in housing and for other uses. We believe it offers housing/mixed use potential to be
determined by a masterplan; and are in discussion with Transport Scotland and Scottish Water with
regard to servicing, particularly access and drainage.

In that context and referring to the Main Issues Report, land at Achareidh would read with the
option to “reflect existing Local Plan sites” and would be intended to be served by the town’s
service networks unless by reason of scale, development became dependent on the A96 GCDF
infrastructure; and in that regard a contributor to that strategy. Should those circumstances arise,
then the Highland-wide Local Development Plan should ensure that that infrastructure option is
safeguarded and not closed-out.

In regard to Q5, the preferred option and the alternative need not be mutually exclusive; and
the principle of maximising the potential of the urban area would give added choice and
flexibility in development opportunities, particularly in the present economic climate. In these
terms whether as part of the H-w LDP or the subsequent Inverness and Inner Moray Firth
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LDP, the Achareidh holdings are an important contribution.

As regards Q7, the policy framework should encompass an approach that would enable
A96GCDF infrastructure systems to maximise remaining (and otherwise constrained)
development capacity within established centres.

We would be grateful of the Council’s consideration of the matters we raise and would be available
for discussion should that be helpful to you.

Yours sincerely

Colin Mackenzie MRTP1
G H Johnston Building Consultants Ltd
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