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SUMMARY 
 
This report provides Members with an outline of the strategies in place to promote and 
increase the number of pupils enrolling to Gaelic Medium Primary Education. 
 
This report contributes to Strengthening the Highlands theme ‘What we will do for Children 
and Families’, specifically the commitment: 
‘To Continue to develop Gaelic medium education in pre-school and primary schools as 
well as expanding Gaelic medium education in the secondary sector and increase the 
number of Gaelic learners in our schools’. 
 
 
1. Background  
  
1.1  Highland Council has provided Gaelic Medium Education for 25 years. It has been 

proactive in the National development of Gaelic Medium Education and supported 
the progress made in ensuring that schools have access to an ever increasing 
range of appropriate resources.   

  
1.2 The current provision is one Gaelic Medium school, one Gaelic Medium school 

with an English department and 19 schools with a Gaelic Medium department.  
These schools are located across the Highland Council area, with most in the 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber area.    

  
1.3 Pre-school provision for 3 and 4 year olds is provided mainly by Nurseries run by 

the Education, Culture and Sport Service (ECS).  At present the ECS Service has 
responsibility for 20 Gaelic Medium Nurseries. 

  
1.4 In addition to the ECS provision, four partner centres provide Gaelic Medium 

Nursery provision for 4 year olds. 
  
1.5 Almost all Gaelic Medium Nurseries have an equivalent English Medium provision.  

In small to medium size schools, current data indicates that more than 50% of 4 
year old pupils, eligible for Nursery education are in Gaelic Medium Nurseries. In a 
number of schools of this size, almost all the 4 year old pupils are in Gaelic 
Medium. In the larger primary schools, only 19% of eligible 4 year old pupils enrol 
in Gaelic Medium Nurseries. Almost all Gaelic Medium Nursery pupils continue to 
Gaelic Medium Primary One classes.  

  
2. Initiatives to Promote Gaelic Medium Education 
  
2.1 Head Teachers of Gaelic Medium provision are provided with information packs on 

the benefits of Gaelic Medium Education.  This information is available to parents 
when they enrol their children to Nursery and to P1. Head Teachers and staff also 



have access to current educational research, such as the ‘Gaelic Medium 
Education in Scotland: Choice and Attainment in Primary and Early Secondary 
School, recently published by Bòrd na Gaidhlig and The University of Edinburgh. 
(Attached as Appendix 1 to this report). 
  

2.2 This research gathered evidence about the current practice of Gaelic Medium 
Education. The study investigated attainment of Gaelic Medium pupils, using the 
Scottish Survey of Achievement and the Survey of Gaelic Achievement. These 
enabled comparisons of the attainment of Gaelic Medium pupils in Primary 5 and 
Primary 7.   

  
2.3 The findings of the study showed that ‘Gaelic Medium pupils’ attainment in English 

had overtaken their attainment in Gaelic: 83% of Gaelic Medium pupils passed 
Level D (5-14 attainment), compared to 93% achieving Level D English reading; 
the difference was similar with writing.’  

  
2.4 Overall, the report shows that ‘in relation to attainment, Gaelic Medium pupils 

acquire or develop an additional language, without harming their attainment in 
other areas of the curriculum. People choose Gaelic Medium Education because 
of the educational gain, and also because they value the language, as part of their 
cultural identity.’   

  
2.5 Schools also promote the benefits of bilingualism, where evidence shows that 

pupils are able to transfer skills and have the ability to learn additional languages. 
Further work is planned, using the research of Professor Antonella Sorace, 
Professor of Developmental Linguistics, The University of Edinburgh. 

  
2.6 Appendix 1 is a summary of the above report. The full research report is available 

in the Members’ Lounge or at www.gaidhlig.org.uk 
  
2.7 A few schools operate ‘open’ sessions, where parents who have children in Gaelic 

Medium Education are on hand discuss and promote, the benefits of Gaelic 
Medium Education, with parents who are considering sending their child to Gaelic 
Medium Nursery/Primary 1.  This good practice will be further developed across all 
schools currently providing Gaelic Medium Education  

  
2.8 Community Learning and Development Officers are proactive in promoting Gaelic 

Medium Education.  These initiatives include Gaelic Fun Days, the use of 
exhibition boards at key events, parent workshops to help parents’ access 
assistance with homework, Gaelic Medium sporting events, Gaelic Medium school 
holiday activities programme, and a range of Gaelic social events, which are used 
to promote culture and ethos.  

  
2.9 Staff promote and organise Family Learning, through week long events, where 

parents are able to access opportunities to learn Gaelic; their children, (who attend 
Gaelic Medium Education), access a range of Gaelic medium activities, such as 
drama, outdoor education, art projects and cultural events, whilst their pre-school 
children are able to attend, free Gaelic Medium child care.  

  



 
2.10 Ulpan (Gaelic Language classes for learners), is a structured approach to learning 

Gaelic, which is available to parents, who have pupils in Gaelic Medium Education 
and also to Highland Council Staff. Some of the costs associated with this 
programme are subsidised by the Council, through funding from Bòrd na Gaidhlig. 

  
2.11 The 0-3 Development Officer links with local communities to promote early years 

education to Nursery and beyond.  Most of this work is around existing provision 
and reactive to other communities that express interest in Gaelic Medium 
Education. 

  
3. Developments 
  
3.1 Whilst it is recognised that much work is undertaken by many to promote the 

benefits of Gaelic Medium Education, this is not consistent across the Service.  
Good practice requires to be further developed and clear guidance issued to staff 
on their role to promote Gaelic Medium Education. In addition, the Education, 
Culture and Sport Service intends to write to the parents of English Medium pre- 
school children, who attend Nursery provision, linked to existing Gaelic Medium 
classes, promoting the benefits of bilingualism through Gaelic Medium Education. 
This will be followed up by a new leaflet aimed at parents, and which will raise the 
profile of, and promote, the benefits of bilingualism provided through GME, across 
the Highland Council. 

  
3.2 
 

In North West Sutherland, the Area Office responded to requests for the provision 
of Gaelic Medium Education, initially in the Scourie area, by researching the 
capacity of the local schools.  This revealed that none of the primary schools in 
North West Sutherland has space to provide any provision.  Investment in 
additional provision would be extremely costly, and at this early stage it is difficult 
to predict how sustainable any provision would be, due to the general ebb and flow 
of demand for Gaelic Medium Education.  

  
3.3 However, given the commitment of everyone involved to endeavour to provide 

viable solutions where they exist, preliminary investigations concerning how the 
Council can create a Gaelic Medium provision centre in North West Sutherland, 
are being progressed with those who have expressed an interested locally along 
with the Area Office and the Gaelic Team.   

  
3.4 The manner in which this is being addressed, potentially offers a model which 

could be replicated across Highland, to ensure that demand can be met, and 
where it is met, there is a suitable and sustainable provision. 

  
3.5 In the case of North West Sutherland, officials have examined the possibility of 

locating the Gaelic Medium provision, within Kinlochbervie High School.  Space 
exists, and this could be utilised as the provision, with pupils potentially attending 
from Achfary, Scourie, Kinlochbervie and Durness.  Clearly a number of issues still 
require to be worked through, but there exists a “route map” for a solution. 

  



 
3.6 Further investigation is now being undertaken around the Caithness, Sutherland 

and Easter Ross Area to identify other centres, within each ASG, to support the 
potential long term, sustainable Gaelic Medium provision and this will be shared 
with Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  Once this has been completed, it will be made available to 
the Committee and, if Members approve, will possibly provide the basis for 
instituting a new approach to the handling of requests for Gaelic Medium 
Education across the Council. 

  
3.7 Challenges such as the recruitment of Gaelic Medium teachers remain, but it is felt 

that by establishing a blueprint for provision it will be easier to attract potential 
candidates, and also easier to support them once they take up post.  It is also 
anticipated that this model will enable greater immersion, due to non-class contact 
time, and supply, potentially being provided by Gaelic Medium teachers.  This 
potential proposal will also set out where the Authority intends to provide Gaelic 
Medium Education, and this should then inform choice for people, in terms of 
seeking education or residence to suit their wishes.  

 
 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
4.1 Members are invited to note the contents of this report and seek a further report in 

April 2011.   
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