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SUMMARY

This report presents an objection relating to The Sutherland Local Plan (the Plan) not
referred to Committee at it's meeting of 18 March 2009, in relation to an outstanding local
plan representation. This relates to a representation seeking a minor boundary change to
the Brora Settlement Development Area (SDA).
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Background

Committee will recall that at its meeting of 18 March 2009 it agreed responses to
previous representations and related Plan changes. A further issue has been
identified in the representations received, which requires consideration by
Committee and will be additional to these matters and decisions previously
considered.

This further issue relates to an objection seeking an extension of the Brora
Settlement Development Area to accommodate land within the ownership of the
objector. The land identified forms part of the wider ownership of the objector and
would require a minor change to the eastern boundary of the settlement.

The implications to the inclusion of the land, which the Committee must consider,
relate to whether the inclusion of the area of land is likely to lead to any conflicts
with other policies in the Plan.

Summary of New Issue Raised in Representations

The land identified by the objector lies to the east of the A9(T) (Victoria Road),
Brora, to the rear of the property “Ashcroft”. The wider area is constrained for
development of any scale through an existing policy restriction to the formation of
new vehicular access to the A9(T), as identified in the adopted South East
Sutherland Local Plan and maintained in the Deposit Draft Sutherland Local Plan.

Any proposals that may emanate from this boundary change can adequately be
addressed through the general policies of the Plan, and the inclusion of this area of
land will not have any implications for the wider operation of the plan.




Response

3.1 COMMEND CHANGE TO SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT AREA BOUNDARY
Modify the Brora SDA to include the area of land as indicated within the attached
recommendation.

3.2  This further commended change will be included along with the other unresolved
issues to be placed before the Reporter of the Public Local Inquiry for the
Sutherland Local Plan as previously agreed by Committee at its meeting of 18
March 2009.

4. Financial Implications

4.1 Provision is made within the existing Planning and Development Service budget for
the PLI process. The Council will be required to reimburse the Directorate for
Planning & Environmental Appeals for its administration of the PLI as has
previously been instructed to Committee.

5. Conclusion

5.1  This further minor change to Council’'s position will be brought forward with
previous changes agreed at Committee and illustrates further how the Council has
listened to local opinion without compromising its core principles. It can now
proceed to PLI in the most efficient manner.

6. RECOMMENDATION

6.1 Committee is asked to:

i consider the issues raised through this further representation on the Plan;

ii. agree the response, including further Plan change commended to the
Reporter;

ii agree that the change commended in this report be a material consideration
for development management purposes with immediate effect.

Signature:

Designation: Director of Planning and Development

Date: 8 May 2009

Author: Brian MacKenzie (ext 2276)

Background Papers

1 Representation received on the above Plan draft







