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hope the preferred option for the development of Local centres will include cultural venues and provide new
opportunities for development where shortfalls are evident.
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Dawn Sutherland

From: Rose Freeman o
Sent: 05 November 2009 17:14

To: devplans

Subject; Main Issues Rpeort

Our Ref.: RF/2564
Main Issues Report

Thank you for your email of 1 Septémber consulting The Theatres Trust on the Main Issues
Report,

The Theatres Trust is a statutory body established by the Theatres Trust Act 1976 and The
Theatres Trust (Scotland) Act 1978 ‘to promote the better protection. of theatres for the benefit
of the nation’. The Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) (Scotland)
Order 1992, Article 15, Para 1(k) sets out the requirement of all local authorities to consuit the
Trust before they issue a decision on any planning application involving land on which there is a
theatre.

Our main objective is to safeguard theatre use in the UK or the potential for such use but we
also provide expert advice on design, conservation, property and planning matters to theatre
operators, local authorities and official bodies. Due to the specific nature of the Trust’s remit
we are concerned with the protection and promotion of theatres and therefore anticipate
policies relating to cultural facilities.

Q.10 Development of Local Centres

The important role for towns in the Highlands is to provide a focus for shopping, leisure and
employment. A diversity of uses in the towns makes an important contribution to their vitality
and viability and makes the centres more attractive to residents and visitors.

New housing in town centres should be supported by new or enhanced social and community
facilities in order to meet the needs of residents and reduce the impact of new development on
existing infrastructure. It will be appropriate for the smaller centres to provide entertainment,
leisure and cuitural facilities of an appropriate scale and kind to serve their roles and
catchments.

The Highlands has a more than adequate offer of leisure and cultural venues and the aim of The
National Cultural Strategy will be to help local authorities and their Community Planning
Partnerships to plan and monitor their cultural provision as part of a pan-policy process that
ensures culture’s contribution is harnessed in all departments of local government. It is also
intended that this should lead to a greater consistency of approach to cultural provision across
Scotland. The Scottish Executive Response on the Cultural Review said that Local government
has a key role to ensure _cultural provision in their respective areas. ...... Other local partners,
including arts venues, galleries, theatres and libraries, clearly have a key role also in promoting
‘audience devefopment' - and opportunities to colfaborate should be exploited.

We hope that the Preferred Option for the Development of Local Centres will illustrate the detail
of infrastructure currently on offer and its support and enhancement, including cultural venues,
and will provide new opportunities for development where shortfalls are evident.

We support the essence of the Preferred Option but would expect to see more ‘meat on the
bones’ in the next stage. :

We look forward to being consulted on further local plan documents in due course including the
Developer Contributions SG and the Fort William Town Centre Strategy please,
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Rose Freeman
Planning Assistant

The Theatres Trust

22 Charing Cross Road
London WC2H 0QL
Tel:

Fax: vl
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Learn more about theatres with our online resource 'Exploring Theatres’

Check out your local theatre on The Theatres Trust Theatres database’
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The contents of this email are intended for the named addressee(s) only. it may contain
goniantial and/or privileged information, and is subject to the provisions of the Data
Pro&s 08 eifitmss you are the named addresses (or authorised to receive it for
the addressesyou may not copy or use it, or disclose it to anyone else. If you receive it in
“Brror piease notify us,

You should be aware that all electronic mail from, to and within The Theatres Trust may be

subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, and theconfidentiality
of this email and any replies cannot be guaranteed. Unless otherwise specified, the opinions
expressed herein do not necessarily represent those of The Theatres Trust or The Theatres |
Trust Charitable Fund.
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ﬁ Save energy and paper.

This email has been scanned by Netintelligence
http://www.netintelligence.com/email

06/11/2009







