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- From. Tarollne Eccles {mk]
Sent: 09 November 2009 12:38
To: devplans
‘Subject: Highland Wide Local Development Plan

- Response to question 25:

ROWAN is a charity and a company limited by guarantee. Our aim is to support householders,
community groups and businesses in reducing the amount of waste they create and send to landfill.

RoWAN does not wish to comment on the suitability or otherwise of different locations for waste

- management facilities, but rather on the overall nature of the proposals. We consider that it is
premature to have a policy which includes three Energy from Waste (EfW) plants at this point. We
would like a more flexibly worded policy to enable further work to be done on alternatives. We

“appreciate that work has been done in the past on options, but this is likely to have become rapidly
out of date.

There are still significant gains to be made from increasing recycling and waste prevention by both
households and the commercial sector. Whilst acknowledging that there are financial costs for
infrastructure, these need to be weighed up against the costs of EfW or other disposal options. We

~would like to see more household collection of biodegradable waste, for example using the existing
brown bins to collect cardboard.

Putting in place EfW facilities is likely to discourage the general public from recycling and reducing
waste as they will perceive EfW plants as a solution that takes responsibility away from them for
taking any action. EfW are extremely expensive and once in place, there will be little incentive to
reduce the availability of feedstock. We understand this situation is already arising with the
incinerator on Shetland, where they are concerned that wnth increased recycling rates, they may
receive less feedstock from Orkney.

We welcome the proposal to have three In Vessel Composting (IVC) plants. We understand this -
option may include Anaerobic Digestion (AD). We would like to see an even stronger emphasis on
IVC, and particularly AD as this produces energy. Significant research has been carried out by
Eunomia Research and Consulting for the Government of Ireland (see eunomia.co.uk) comparing
the environmental impact of incineration, landfill and Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT-
including AD} and their work concluded that in terms of environmental impact, MBT was by far the
best option. We would like Highland Council to look further at MBT options. °

Caroline Eccles

Project Manager (job share)
Ross-shire Waste Action Network
Pavilion Court

34A High Street

Dingwall

IV15 98N
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RoWAN is a registered charity no. SC031891 and a company limited by guarantee no. 241382. Our
registered address is 16 Lochussie, Conon Bridge IV7 8HI. i
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