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Disclaimer 
 
No part of this report (which, notwithstanding the foregoing generality, includes the photographs and/or figures which have been 
reproduced by courtesy of the companies named on each such photograph and/or figure) may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature, without prior written permission, except for permitted 
fair dealing under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, or in accordance with the terms of a licence issued by the 
Copyright Licensing Agency in respect of photocopying and/or reprographic reproduction.  Applications for permission for other 
use of copyright material, including permission to reproduce extracts in published work, shall be made to The Highland Council, 
Council Headquarters, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX.  For the avoidance of doubt, the copyright of the photographs 
and/or figures remains the property of the respective owners of those photographs and/or figures and applications for 
permission to use or reproduce these shall be made to the respective owner.  Full acknowledgement of author, publisher and 
source must be given.  The Highland Council, Scottish Natural Heritage, Cairngorms National Park Authority, Jacobs Babtie and 
the owners of the photographs and/or figures included in this report do not accept any liability or responsibility whatsoever with 
respect to any use by third parties of the said copyright material contained in this report. 
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Appendix 3 – The Holford Rules 
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The Holford Rules 
 
 
1.  Avoid altogether, if possible, the major areas of highest amenity value, by so 

planning the general route of the line in the first place, even if the total mileage is 
somewhat increased in consequence. 

 
2.  Avoid smaller areas of high amenity value or scientific interest, by deviation; 

provided that this can be done without using too many angle towers (i.e. the more 
massive structures which are used when lines change direction). 

 
3.  Other things being equal, choose the most direct line, with no sharp changes of 

direction and thus fewer angle towers. 
 
4.  Choose tree and hill backgrounds in preference to sky background wherever 

possible and when the line has to cross a ridge, secure this opaque background as 
long as possible and cross obliquely when a dip in the ridge provides an 
opportunity. Where it does not, cross directly, preferably between belts of trees. 

 
5.  Prefer moderately open valleys with woods, where the apparent height of the 

towers will be reduced and views of the line will be broken by trees.  
 
6.  In country which is flat and sparsely planted, keep the higher voltage lines as far as 

possible independent of smaller lines, converging routes, distribution lines and 
other masts, wires and cables so as to avoid a concatenation or 'wirescape'. 

 
7.  Approach urban areas through industrial zones where they exist and where 

pleasant residential and recreational land intervenes between the approach line 
and substation, go carefully into the costs of undergrounding, for lines other than 
those of the highest voltage. 




