Highland wide Local Development Plan - Main Issues Report
Consultation Summary and Actions Sheet

Reference Number: HWL.DP-MIR-138
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GH Johnston Building Consultants - Macdonald Hotels and Resorts Limited
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Notes:

Would like allocation changing from hotel fo residential + land access not be restricted
Review of developer contributions not to be based on A96 protocols
Meeting required to discuss aspirations for site and to seek further information on proposals
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Mr Stuart Black

Director of Planning and Development
The Highland Council

Glenurquhart Road

Inverness

IV3 5NX

Dear Mr Black

HIGHLAND-WIDE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
LAND AT EAST INVERNESS

We refer to your consultation letter dated 28™ August 2009 and welcome the opportunity to
participate. Further to the Council’s Main Issues Report we wish to lodge the following
representations on behalf of Macdonald Hotels and Resorts Ltd.

Our client is the owner of the former Stratton Lodge Hotel and associated land located within the
East Inverness “framework”. In the framework it still remains identified for a hotel despite
representations made by us in a letter dated 2 March 2007 to the A96 Corridor Draft Strategy. At
that time we had requested that this be changed to residential. We also expressed concerns about
the arrangements for access to this area and serving future housing development to the north, all of
which went unanswered.

We accept that these are matters of detail perhaps best considered under the Inner Moray Firth
Local Development Plan, However, if this is to be delivered as part of the wider strategy it is vital
that the land use is acceptable to the land owner and that its opportunity for development is not
land-locked.

In regard to Q4, thercfore this land would contribute to the preferred option, but on the basis that
our clients are only prepared make it available if changed to residential and with clarification that
access will not be restricted by third parties.

With regard to Developer Contributiens we note the intention to bring forward a consistent,
transparent protocol and method of collecting such contributions across Highland. However, we
feel that this should not be based upon the hastily ‘agreed” A96 Corridor Protocol, which is
inconsistent with other guidance produced by the Council. We previously expressed concerns on
behalf of other clients about the calculation and effect of developer contributions across the whole
Corridor, which illustrated some of the flaws in the assumptions and methodology in this guidance.
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We would be grateful of the Council’s consideration of the matters we raise and would be available
for discussion should that be helpful to you.

Yours sincerely

SRR

Alan Ogilvie, MRTPI
Planning Consultant
G H Johnston Building Consultants Ltd




