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Source: 2001Census, The Highland Council and Nomis.

Dornoch Firth:

Population

Figure 1: Population by age group

• Dornoch Firth has a population of 2701 (48.1% male
and 51.9% female).

• Since 1991, the population of the Ward has increased
by 11.0%.

• 24.0% of the Ward population is aged 65 or above,
compared with 16.7% in Highland.

• 21.7% of the population is aged 0 to 19 in the Ward,
compared with 24.0% in Highland.

• The Ward has a higher percentage of all-pensioner
households (32.2%) than Highland (24.0%).

• 3.6% of people in the Ward can speak, read or write
Gaelic.

Housing

Figure 3: Housing in Dornoch Firth

• There are 1185 households in Dornoch Firth,
compared with 1027 in 1991.

• In the 10 years between 1995 and 2004, there were
116 new houses built in the Ward, an average of 12
per year.

• The percentage of people who own their own
homes in the Ward (68.7%) is higher than that in
Highland (65.7%).

• 9.1% of all housing stock in the Ward is used as
second or holiday homes, compared with 6.2% in
Highland.

• 3.0% of the housing stock is empty.
• 0.4% of households live in temporary accommodation

(caravans and so on).
• There are 107 people in the Ward on the Council’s

waiting list for housing.

Transport
• 81.9% of households in Dornoch Firth have access to

one or more cars.
• The number of people who own cars is higher than in

Highland (74.9%).
• There are 178 kilometres of roads in the Ward of

which 29% are A roads.

Figure 4: Travel to work or study in Dornoch Firth

Health

• 69.3% of the Dornoch Firth population described their
general health as being good.

• 20.5% of the Ward population has a limiting long-
term illness, compared with 18.4% in Highland.

• 10.2% of people provide unpaid care to others (due
to physical or mental ill health, disability or old
age).

Figure 2: General health of Dornoch Firth residents

Environment
• Sites of Special Scientific Interest cover 4.2% of the

land area.
• 20.1% of the land area is covered by National Scenic

Areas.
• There are 61 listed buildings in the area.

Ward Profile*

* Note that some percentages are based on small
sample sizes.
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Sutherland Local Plan

Employment
• 15.6% of the Dornoch Firth working population is

employed in the hotels and catering sector, compared
with 9.3% in Highland.

• 62.4% of 16 to 74 year olds in the Ward are
economically active. In Highland, 68.1% are
economically active.

• 12.2% of 16 to 74 year olds in the Ward are self-
employed (10.2% in Highland).

• 11.7% of people in the Ward work from home,
compared with 9.8% in Highland.

Figure 5: Employment by industry in Dornoch Firth

Education
• 67.9% of people in Dornoch Firth have some

qualifications, compared with 67.4% in Highland.
• 23.3% of the Ward population is qualified to degree

level, compared with 19.6% in Highland.

Figure 7: Percentage change in primary school rolls
since 1975-76
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Unemployment
• In September 2005, 1.7% of Dornoch Firth residents

were registered as unemployed, compared with 2.6%
in Highland.

• Unemployment in the area has been reducing since
the mid 1990s.

Figure 6: Unemployment

NB. the unemployment rates above are expressed as percentage of economically
active people.
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Main Settlements

• Dornoch Population - 1117
Households - 504

• Embo Population - 296
Households - 137

• Edderton Population - 142
Households - 60
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(The map shows the area to which the statistics in
this pamphlet refer)

Dornoch Firth Ward Area
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