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14 (Fin Prmary Scheol, Gaelic School with English Medium class

At our Parent Council meeting last night very strong feclings were gxpressed concerming
e stalfing pupil matio that will be in place from August 2011, Our profected roll would
mvean that we would lose 0.5 FTE of a teacher in Gaclic Medium o Staffin Primary,

We were under the impression that changing 1o Gaclic School stutus wolld be toour
aibvantage. However, il appears to be of no apparent advantoge W us — the reverse
uppears o b the case,

Copcemns nosed are:

e |1 would he a farce encouraging pupils o join Gaelic Medium when their needs
will ot be met in & multi-composite P1-P7 m one class,

o P1P? should bave full Gaclic immersion but we arc lpoking of a silustion where,
i 2 PL-PT cluss, this will be impossitile as older pupils have more English
cducation. This is disadvantaging children at the most impertant stage of their
curty education in the leaming of Gaelie, as many come from non-Ciaclic
speakipg homes.

«  Some parents have already expressed that they will mave their children to anuther
schonl providing Gaelic sulucation, sutwith our comimunity, il teacher numbers
droppd,

e Staffin Community Trust has recently won the prestigous Craclic Community
award in recognition of the standard of Guelic being used in daily living in the
community, of which cur school is 1 vital componen anel centributor. Instead of
sustaining this Tevel of excellence we would now appear 1a be facing o diminished
Craelie education provision in our local schval,

e Guaelic is of a very high standard a1 Staffin Schonl and teachers at Portree High
Schonl ofien comment on that when our pupils arrive 81 High School. We, as
parents, are very concerned thit this would no longer be e ease. Expecting one
seacher 10 achicve this high level of competence and suceessfully deliver the
Curtieulum for Excellence is a majur concern and alsa unrealistic:
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e [ we were 10 be a successful Goelie schonl, we need to have Gaelie spuken by all
whin come into sontact with our pupils during the school dav. At present CCR
vime. Art, Class Music and PE are taught through the medium of English, diluting
the Gaclic inpul.

1w are 1 follow through with the plans to chinge the status uf Staflin Primary 1o a
Ciaelic Madium Schonl, we strongly implore that you cansider these valid concerns of
paremts.

W are tetally supportive of our hed teacher rind the teachme staft and would Tike
stalfing levels to remain as they are al presenl.

N ours stneerals,

Morage Melean
Secretary Staffin School Parent Council
O behinl [ ot Saffin Primary Parent Council

I |lugh Fraser, Divector of Education
Drew Millan Councitlor
lan Remnick, Couneillar
Hamish Fraser, Coungillor



