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Session Questions and Answers

	Q
	Could we have a further seminar with HIFRS (Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Service) and SW (Scottish Water) involved discussing water supply for fire fighting?

	A
	We are currently discussing the requirements for water supply for fire fighting to domestic buildings at a national level, and hope to understand this requirement better. Once we have more clarity we can organise a seminar and issue a protocol for consistency.

	Q
	· Fire Hydrants: confirming adequate pressure and/or flow rate. Rather than all architects contacting Scottish Water, could a contact in THC (The Highland Council) be our spokesperson and create a chart confirming which areas would definitely comply?

	A
	· This has proven difficult as has estimating a suitable pressure or flow rate for a typical house under 200m2 for example which could be accepted.

	Q
	How easy is it to achieve a compliant hydrant?

	A
	· The actual hydrant fitting itself is an off the shelf component. We are currently in discussions with HIFRS on a range of matters, one of which is how pressures and/or flow rates can be proven and accepted.

	Q
	Why has the easy manual opening of sliding doors been removed?

	A
	This is in line with the requirements of the British Standard, and brings Scotland in line with the rest of the UK

	Q
	How do the standards in Section 2 apply to an existing house when an extension is added?

	A
	The existing house would be deemed to comply with the standards, but in no case should it be less compliant after the works. In that case it would need to comply with the standards so that the extension does not make the house fail to comply with any standard to a greater degree than before

	Q
	Where can we find the simplified document for complying with the standards without following all the guidance?

	A
	The document is called A simplified approach to alternative fire safety strategies and it can be found on the BSD website. Click on Alternative Fire Strategies Document

	
	

	Q
	Would be useful if we could have a resume of the timetable for introducing the different parts of the regs? Perhaps this is on the building standards web site but I could not locate it.

	A
	The dates are included in the presentation slides available at our Building Standards News Pages but the relevant dates are as follows

For sound

Phased introduction of testing:

· For building warrant applications applied for on or after 1st May 2011-flats/maisonettes and residential buildings.

· For building warrant applications applied for on or after 1st October 2011-houses and conversions.

For air tightness
· For building warrant applications applied for on or after 1st May 2011-flats and maisonettes only.

· For building warrants applied for on or after 1st October 2011- all dwelling types
· For non-domestic buildings *see 6.2.7 (ND)*?


	Q
	Where can a list of sound consultants be found?

	A
	The BSD are intending on providing guidance for both Sound and Air Testing, which will include a list of appropriate qualifications. Until this is published it would be difficult for us to provide a list of suitable consultants for THC area.

	Q
	As sound in different frequencies are reduced in different ways, how do the example constructions work for different frequencies?

	A
	The example constructions are confirmed as providing the required performance over the full range of required frequencies.

	Q
	The example constructions show centres and member sizes, for example 450mm centres. Can I use this example construction but with joists at 600mm centres?

	A
	If you are using the example constructions, they should be exactly as the detail. That is not to say that manufacturers will not have a valid test result showing your chosen detail, but you should provide tested details to allow acceptance. Over time it is hoped that constructions which meet the requirements will develop into common accepted specifications.

	Q
	What if my specification is not as per the example constructions?

	A
	As above, you should refer to and provide details of manufacturers tested specifications.

	Q
	Is it intended that in terms of plasterboard density that half inch board will be acceptable?

	A
	Most plasterboard will meet this density requirement. You should refer to the manufacturer who will be able to supply the density for the product

	Q
	In terms of Section 5, what about Listed Buildings and Planning?

	A
	A guidance document on how to deal with listed buildings and comply with the Building Standards is available on the BSD website. It is called Guide for Practitioners 6: Conversion of Traditional Buildings and is available here in two parts link to Guide for Practitioners
The best advice is to discuss your project with Historic Scotland, Planning and Building Standards all at the same time.

	Q
	One of the slides in Section 5 seems to have two different terms for the sound measurement. What does that mean?

	A
	DnT,w is the correct term (one of the slides showed DDnT,w but this was a slight typing error). DnT,w  is the weighted standardized level difference. A single-number quantity (weighted) which characterises the airborne sound insulation between two rooms, in accordance with BS EN ISO 717-1: 1997.

L’nT,w is the weighted standardized impact sound pressure level. A single-number quantity (weighted) to characterise the impact sound insulation of floors, in accordance with BS EN ISO 717-2: 1997.

	Q
	If a building is not listed, but was built before 1919 and could be made to comply with the full standard, would this be insisted upon by Building Standards?

	A
	No, the standards for the conversion of traditional buildings would be applied. However, as with all building standards, the standards in Section 5 are minimum standards and a good designer should always try and exceed these.

	Q
	Can you advise on this below? (5.2.4 Conversions) I am convinced that there is a VERY bad typing error in this. Surely as it states the material insulation levels are not known etc etc - it should state that therefore it is NOT reasonably practicable for existing walls or floors to meet? Otherwise why would it mention that sound insulation levels are not known, it is definitely meant to say NOT reasonable wouldn’t you agree? It makes no sense at all with the statement before to say it is reasonably practicable...... Because it isn’t!!

	A
	You are absolutely correct and the erratum provided by the Scottish Government confirms that there should be a “not” before “reasonably practicable”. The Erratum can be found on the Scottish Government website.

	
	

	Q
	Is there any guidance on party walls which now have to comply with a U’value requirement?

	A
	Yes, MIMA, the MINERAL WOOL INSULATION MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION has issued a guidance document called Preventing Thermal Bypasses in Party Separating Walls, Design Guide, 2010 Building Regulations Issue. Their website address is http://www.mima.info/

	Q
	How can a timber frame separating wall achieve a u-value of not more than 0.2w/m²ºC?

	A
	There is no need to calculate a u-value for a separating wall. Just use and specify one of the accredited details which are published on the BSD website and tick the appropriate box in the SAP 2009 calc tool and it will automatically default the wall to a u-value of 0.2w/m²ºC.

	Q
	What is the definition of an unheated building?

	A
	A Building or buildings, which will not be heated or cooled, other than by heating provided solely for the purpose of frost protection is the statement relevant. The general guidance for Section 6 also states that an insulation envelope is only appropriate to those parts of a building that are intended to be heated or cooled. N.B. Heating rated at a maximum of 25 W/m² of floor area and installed only for the purposes of frost protection should be disregarded for the purposes of this guidance;

	Q
	Does an unheated croft house with an open fire constitute a heated building?

	A
	Yes.

	
	

	Q
	Can we have a document which simply tells us what the changes are?

	A
	The BSD have published a guide to the changes Guide to Main Changes
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