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1.
Background
While the Buildings Regulations are mandatory, the choice of how to comply lies with the building owner. Following the advice in the Technical Handbooks is therefore likely to be the normal way of complying with the building regulations. However, a designer may put forward other ways of meeting the regulations, in the form of alternative solutions. The professional judgment of Building Standards staff, assisted by guidance decides whether a standard is met.

In considering alternative solutions, however, it is necessary to have regard to the details of the guidance in the Technical Handbooks. Where performance standards or policy statements are given, every part of the solution is expected to meet them. As a result, alternative solutions that appear suitable may not be acceptable in detail. For example, some of the solutions offered in relation to the English and Welsh building regulations, in the ‘Approved Documents’ (ADs), are not suitable because the levels of thermal insulation recommended are not the same. Similarly different approaches are taken to the control of fire size and the design of compartmentation which means that constructions meeting the AD on fire safety may not be acceptable. This will vary in time as both ADs and the Scottish Technical Handbooks are updated. Solutions based on other documents, such as British or European Standards, will have to be carefully evaluated to see if the Scottish standards are being met in an appropriate manner. It should be borne in mind that many requirements of Scottish Building Standards are in excess of the requirements of relevant British or European Standards.

As Verifier, the Highland Council must have a consistent approach to the acceptance of alternative solutions, and must also have checks in place to ensure appropriately qualified and experienced staff make the often difficult and complex decisions alternative solutions can present.
2.
Procedure
In each case where an alternative solution is proposed the Principal Building Standards Surveyor must check and agree the proposal with the case officer.

This should be recorded in a standard format, signed by the case officer and countersigned by the Principal Building Standards Officer for the area office.

A copy of the standard form is included in the Appendix to this document.

A copy of this form should be placed in the building warrant file, and a copy held centrally which should be accessible to all staff. This will form a database of alternative solutions, which all staff can use as a reference point.
3.
Review
Alternative solutions should be reviewed for consistency by the Team Leader or Principal Building Standards groups regularly, and technical policy developed. 
Derived technical policy decisions and the alternative solutions database will improve consistency and accuracy in staff decisions.
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