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Any allocation around Nairn should recognise sawmill as major economic activity
Support option to reflect Local Plan sites in updated strategy for the town
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Dear Mr Black Gy

HIGHLAND-WIDE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
JOHN GORDON AND SON LTD - SAWMILL, BALBLAIR ROAD, NAIRN

We refer to your consultation letter dated 28" August 2009 and welcome the opportunity to
participate. Further to the Council’s Main Issues Report we wish to lodge the following
representations on behalf of our client John Gordon & Son.

The sawmill has been established and operating for 125 years. It is a vital and strategic economic
activity, presently processing and despatching 140,000 tonnes of sustainable softwood timber per
annum; and a major employer supporting 90 direct jobs, the workforce having grown by 10% in the
past five years. The sawmill is well positioned for the Highland market in the next 20 years and
beyond. Over the last 10 years it has invested substantially in modern infrastructure and state of the
art technology to the extent of £5 million. The company is geared towards being able to increase its
levels of activity by some 30% in production and despatch terms, over the medium/longer term if
and when the sawn timber market dictates.

John Gordon & Son owns and operates a site of some 12 ha. of land and buildings.

In 2001 efforts were made by the company to acquire adjoining land allocated for expansion of
timber processing. In 2007 the company obtained planning permission for the aforementioned land
totalling a further 5.1 ha. of adjoining land for log storage (Use Class 5 Storage and Distribution).
That land extends to 3.1 ha. to the west of Balblair road and 2.0 to the east.

Despite efforts to acquire this land since planning permission was given, neither of these areas is
owned or used by the company. Both are consistent with the allocations made in the adopted local
plan and enable improved access to the sawmill. The company wishes to ensure that its interests and
long-term business prospects are protected; and that that land is recognised as an integral part of its
operations.

There is further land between the sawmill and the railway that also offers potential for related uses.
Allocation of this land for further expansion of the timber operations would aid the possibility of a
dedicated rail siding for the sawmill to transport goods by this mode of transport and take lorry
miles off the road.

In that regard, any allocation of land for expansion to the south and west of Nairn should continue
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to recognise the sawmill as a major economic activity at its present location; the adjoining lands for
commercial/business use (as indicated in the A96 Growth Corridor Development Framework and so
 reflect the adopted Local Plan) and the sawmill’s expansion objectives; any “buffering” to avoid
*conflict with proposed neighbouring uses; and enable improved access via a new link from Balblair
" Road to the Cawdor Road. In this regard it is essential that from an environmental perspective, this
link road does not pass through any new residential areas due to the volume and size of the timber
related vehicles involved.

Whilst those provisions would also be desirable for other future development and community
activities; we believe that the choice and extent of land (earmarked within the A96 Growth Corridor
Development Framework) for expansion of Nairn would avoid any encroachment on the sawmill
and its activities at this time. We would also wish to emphasise that the relocation of the business is
not a tenable option because of potential land acquisition costs, major plant and machinery removal
costs and disruption to production; all of which are significant in the very competitive business
arena that John Gordon & Son Ltd operate in.

With regard to Q5, we support an option that reflects the “existing Local Plan sites within the
updated strategy for the town...”.

We would be grateful of the Council’s consideration of the matters we raise and would be available
for discussion should that be helpful to you.

Yours sincerely

Colin Mackenzie MRTP!
G H Johnston Building Consultants Ltd
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