Meeting following on from Aird & Loch Ness Ward Forum

Friday 11th November 2011

Town House, Inverness

There is already an agreed consultation process between FC and the Council. Our own consultation process involves the local members, TECS, Access Officer, Archaeology etc. Community Councils are on occasions approached directly on forestry proposals or through the local member.
 
In considering the concerns being raised at the Aird & Loch Ness Ward Forum we are looking to implement the following additional measures. These arrangements can be reviewed after, say 12 months, to see how effective the measures have been. 
 
1. To directly notify Stratherrick & Foyers; Strathnairn; and Dores & Essich Community Councils on all felling proposals within or adjacent to their area. That will allow an opportunity for these Community Councils to make comments on the proposals either directly or through the Council. It is recognised that with Forest Design Plans (Forest Enterprise) and Long Term Forest Plans (private sector) allow felling to be programmed over a period of up to 10 years. Where felling is not within say a period of 12/18 months from approval, the applicant will be asked to inform these Community Councils prior to felling operations commencing. 

2. Any subsequent major amendments (felling) to FDP and LTFP (e.g. as a consequence wind blow or pest and diseases) will be notified to these Community Councils.    

3. Thinning is not open to consultation. Applicants will however be asked to notify these Community Councils of thinning operations in relation to timber transportation. 

4. Area TECS, in addition to being consulted on felling proposals are also, through the approval system, approached by applicants and agents to agree transportation arrangements. This is not always adhered to but John is aware of the situation. 

5. The Highland Timber Transport Group (presently chaired by the Council) has issued an ‘Agreed Routes’ map which is referred to in relation to timber transport routing. 

6. The concerns of these Community Councils are to be raised at the next meeting of the HTTG on 8 December. Both John Risby and Robert Patton are members of this group as well as Cameron Kemp (Chair).   
7. TECS will provide summary detail regarding forestry applications to Community Councils.

8. TECS will notify Community Councils which roads will be used and the periods of use.
9. Agents will provide contact details to Community Councils when they are about to commence timber operations.
 
In addition to the above, John Risby is going to ask Highland Timber Transport Group to provide an analysis of projected timber activity for the east side of Loch Ness both in terms of FE and the private sector over the next 10 years or so. The information is largely already available and should be available to the Community Councils before Christmas. 
More information is available at www.timbertransportforum.org.uk 
