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' From: Lyn Forbes “
Sent: 09 November 2009 08:46
To: devplans.

Subject: Highland Wide Local Development Plan

We would like to make the following comments on the above document.

Whilst we understand the emphasis being placed on the regeneration of Nigg, and the A96 cor;idor, we feel it
is counter productive to place so little emphasis on tourism. Tourism is and wilt probably remain the largest
industry in the Highlands, and its most valuable asset.

The experience of visitors needs to be improved if we are to compete in the world market, and this is
reinforced by feedback received by various agencies involved in tourism across Scotland and in the Highlands
in particular. Local bodies such as Destination Loch Ness, have highlighted the need for developments on the
south-side of Loch Ness, based on feedback from 'customer' experience’, which would not only ease the
congestion on the A82 (if existing roads were to be improved/kept in a better state of repair), but would boost
the economy of an area that has been in decline since British Alcan closed down in the late 1960's.

We understand that public agencies are now getting around the table with the purpose of producing a Tourism

-Management Plan for Loch Ness, and this and other documents already in existence that cover this and ,
other areas of the Highlands, should both influence and inform the above document and be listed under the
'Useful Documents’ section. It is particularly dlsappomtmg to see that no documents relatnng to Tourism with

- the Highlands are listed, indeed they are currently conspicuous by their absence.

The Highiand Wide Local Development Plan is an opporturiity to identify the aspirations of visitors and people
living and working in the Highlands, and match these with your own and other agencies plans for the future,

- whilst we appreciate that other more 'iocal’ plans will follow, we feel it is essential that this document provides
a.lead on the issues relating to tourism and its impact on the economy of the Highlands.

Whilst Scotland is blessed with natural beauty, the tourist is becoming more sophisticated and seeks much
more that miles and miles of scenery, and developments that would enhance their visit fo Scotland should be
given a higher priority that the current THREE lines on page 29 & 58 of your plan.

We hope you find the above helpful.
Yours sincerely,
Lyn & Donald Forbes

PS My husband did atiend your meeting in inverness, and we have previously sent Maicolm McLeod a copy
of our own thought on development in Foyers

‘Lyn Forbes
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