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Advice on allowing poker
licensed premises



Can | allow poker in my pub?

Poker can be played in a pub, but you must take
account of the conditions that apply to any gaming in
pubs, including limits on stakes and prizes. Licensing
authorities can take action against licence holders who
do not comply with these conditions.

Can ! run a poker fournament?

The Gambling
Commission
recommends you take
legal advice before you
run a tournament or
league.

A document called Advice on gaming in clubs
and alcohol-licensed premises: Gambling

Act 2005 is available on our website and has
some examples of ways a tournament might be
structured which you may find helpful.




Can | host a poker league?
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Yes, provided it is not linked gaming. The
Gambling Act 2005 says that a game of
poker played on che set of premises cannot
be linked to a game played on another set of
premises.

Games of poker are linked if:

| players in more than one pub are competing in the same game _
of poker across prem:ses and the winner of that game of poker
gets a prize L

| the amount of the pﬂze is determmed by the number of peopIe

playing in dlﬁerent games of poker in dlfferent pubs

Poker tournaments where the winners of
games or top’ piayers in a series of games from
various pub venues go through to play in a
tournament fmai would not be linked gaming,
~even if the final was held at another venue, for
'example a licensed casino.
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You should aiways keep to the stakes and prizes limits dlscussed on::
the previous page, in particular the Izm:t of £100 per day in combmed .'
stakes for the pr'emlses o




How final prize limits are worked out

The maximum prize for
edch game js afiways
£100 even ifitisa
regional or national final

This player wins a This player wins &
maximum of £800

maximum of £300

_ pub !eegue A reaches a toumament frnai b '
;:;-:p[ayrng erght games inthe league, the total prize can be no farger than :
- £800 at ths pub; Eeague level: The player canthenwin a maximum:
st the regional final and ancther £100 at th national fina :

exampfe it the player

layerin pub Isague D only plays |

Af three games n the: feague out:
o of flve-.games avar!able :

is' or her total prrze can be na Farger thaﬂ LSOO at

keemeg gambling fair and safe for all




