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Dear Sir
HIGHLAND WIDE LOCAL'DE&ELOPMEM PLAN - MA'IN ISSUES REPORT

We refer to your consultatlon letter dateci 28. August 2009 regardmg the above and welcome the
opportumty to comment. 'Wé now write on behalf of County Properties (Northern) Lid, owners of
various land holdings in the ‘Black Isle who have mstructed 1is to represent their interests in the
preparation of the Spatial Strategy : :

1. A96 Corridor / Dnspersed Growth Optmns Expansmn of Tore and other existing Black Isle
communities o R

Page 13 of the Main Issues Paper outlmes the Councﬂ’s Preferred Option, development in the AS6

* Corridor. We accept that it is inevitable that pola: growth at-Inverness Fast and Nairn will attract
investment building upon the attnbutes of those settlements. However, in the current economic
climate it is unrealistic to promote Tornagrain to commence in'2011 or even within the next 10
years, ahead of the development of existing and qmte substantial fand allocations elsewhere in the
Corridor and the wider Inner Moray Firth ‘ area.’ Inﬁastmcture invesiment should be more
realistically prioritised for expansmn of ex1st1ng commumttes

In the other options to the Preferred Optlon, at paragraph 2 reference is made to widening the
search for long term expansmn sites to the rest of the Inner Moray Firth. We are generally
supportive of this as an option. We feel that'a uch higher level of growth in the communities of
the Black Isle, Easter and Mld Ross' llnked to pubhc transport provision would help balance the
growth with the A96 Comdor N M

As owners of land at Tore, om chents are partlcuiariy mterested in and supportive of the suggestion
of its growih This follows on from the identification of this potential by Planning officials during
the preparation of the Ross and Cromarty East Local Plan.. This was eventually excluded because it
was felt that it was too Jong term; beyond the period of the Local Plan. Nevertheless the Council
subsequently included this. potennal in the Inner Moray Firth Ports and Sites Strategy. As such, we
feel that this should now be 1ncluded m the nghland W1de Local Development Plan.

Preliminary mvestxgaﬁons have been carried out for expansmn of Tore east of the A9. This

’ S Drreciar Gary H Johnston
Registered Oiilce Wiliow House, Stoneyfield Business Park, Inverness IV2 7PA
Heglstratmn no. 155154 InGorporated in Sceﬁand :




ost. of, whom upport ﬁus potentxal in pnncxple
‘ -Plan ptéparation covered
 just housing eveiapment _ 1 Space and community
ssibly. xelocaﬂng the primary: school, '.-wexe _all onsidered in conjunction with
ic drainage issue: vamusly these are matter for the new Inner Moray Firth
ent Plan at the app;:opnate time biit we feel that the principle of expanding Tore
isting scttlemcnts should be ¢éstablistied in the Hlbhlan Wlde Local })evelopment Plan.

: "iude dlscusswns w;th adjacent land wners,

perties also have land at Avoch Munlochy and North Kessack. In addition to land
¥ allocatcd in the R&CE Local Plan, there is other ad;acent land which is available for the
nger term growth of these communities.  We ask that existing ; allocations are at least maintained
‘and that the ‘potential to expand these commumtzes fm'ther be taken mto account in prepaﬁng the
" Highlaid Wide Local Development Plan S o

2. Developer Contributions

We note the intention to bring forward a conmstent, transparent protocoi and method of collecting
such contributions across Highland. However, we feel that this shouid not be based upon the
hastily ‘agreed” A96 Corridor Protocol, which is inconsistent with other guidance produced by the
Counicil. We previously expressed concerns on behalf of other clients about the calculation and
effect of developer contributions across the whole Comdor Wh:ch 1ilustrated some. of the flaws in-
the assumptions and methodology in this guzdmce :

Yomsfaithfully

GH }ohnsten Buﬂémg Consultants Ltd

Copy to: Mz Ronnie Urquhart, County Prbperti.es (Northern) Ltd




