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• 7 down to 3

• Wester Ross 
merged with 

WHILP in next 
review

• Two Tiers

• Big & c ommon 
issues in Highland 

wide LDP

• Loc al deta il in 
Area LDPs



Highland wide LDP - Content

• Vision – what sort of 
Highlands in 20 years?

• Spatia l Strategy – where are 
key growth areas?

• General Polic ies - out of 
WHILP and others

• Supplementary Guidanc e –
hook for detailed polic y



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

.

· Effec tive c o-ordinated response - from West 

Coast c ommunity c ounc ils and other agenc ies

· Priorities need to be re-balanc ed.

· Insuffic ient emphasis to the partic ular 

c irc umstanc es, c hallenges and priorities of 

West Highland. 



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

· Different c irc umstanc es to Inner Moray Firth -

greater dependenc y on effec tive transport 

links, an outstanding natural environment, a 

fragile ec onomy, and a sparse and often 

remote population.



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

· Importanc e of Gaelic c ulture, identity and 

related employment generation should be 

referenc ed, safeguarded & enhanc ed.

· Too much east c oast emphasis will enc ourage 

private and public  expenditure to be direc ted 

there whic h in turn will ac c elerate the loss of 

young people and growth from the west 

thereby inc reasing fragility.



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

• Should referenc e /  support events sec tor c ruc ia l 

to tourism ec onomy of west c oast.

• Growth should follow the loc ation of natural 

resourc es e.g. wind, wave, tidal power, 

minerals, farmland etc . Development should 

be as c lose as possib le to those resourc es 

without c ompromising them.



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

• Improved and integrated transport c onnec tions

vita l to help expand tourism, trade in general 

and support lifeline c ommunities. They c ould 

a lso allow expansion of event and national tra il 

based tourism.

• Many c ommunities only have one or two, often 

unreliable, c onnec tions with the outside world.



West Coast Responses to Main Issues Report

Better c onnec tions are vita l inc luding: the trunk 

roads espec ia lly the A82; link roads within Fort 

William and Portree; the Corran, Minc h and Small 

Isles ferry routes; a long and to the Caledonian 

Canal, the West Highland ra il line; a ir servic es to 

Skye and Fort William; national c yc le routes 

a long the Great Glen and to Skye, and between 

modes of travel espec ia lly for freight. 



Counc il’s Response

A New and 
Tailored Vision 

for the West 
Coast



In more detail



What we’ve done – New Vision

• The west c oast’s partic ular, peripheral and fragile 
nature a lso requires a ta ilored and positive vision.

By 2030, the West Highland and Islands area will:
• be better c onnec ted
• have more effic ient public  servic e provision
• have more affordable housing
• have a more d iverse ec onomy
• have rationalised but protec ted its lifeline 

servic es



What we’ve done – New Vision

By 2030, the West Highland and Islands area will:
• be re-c onnec ted with its land and natural 

resourc es
• have a greater and more diverse age profile of 

population than c urrently projec ted
• be a p lac e of outstanding natura l and c ultural 

heritage
• have re-established and promoted its unique 

identity



General Polic ies – e.g. Crofting
New c rofts & forest 

c rofts

Implementation via early 
SGRPID input on planning 
applic ations

Croft land quality key 
fac tor in site selec tion



E.g. Housing in the Countryside

Supplementary Guidance



Timetable

August 2009      Main Issues Report

September 2010 Proposed Plan

Mid 2011 Examination (inquiry) 



Proposed Plan - Consultation

• Consultation for 10 weeks – 3rd Dec ember deadline for 
formal objec tions

• Press advert – P&J

• Loc al library deposit c opies of doc umentation

• All materia l via  the Counc il’s web-site & on-line LDP for 
first time

• Your views via letter, form or on-line

• All c ommunity c ounc ils sent their own c opy

• Drop-in session – 1st November in C. Centre, Portree



Questions?


