
  

 
 
 

 

Item 11  
Planning Policy and 
Guidance for Onshore 
Wind Energy 



Draft Onshore Wind Energy 
Supplementary Guidance (April 2011) 

 
• Interim report on the results of consultation. 
• Comments received from 139 parties. 
• Report identifies key issues raised in 

consultation responses. 
• Outlines a number of key areas of work that 

officers are engaged in. 
 



Typology 

 



  

 
 
 

 

Former PAN45 Annex 2: 
 

Stage 1 – Identify areas of significant protection 
 

Stage 2 – Identify other constraints and policy criteria 
 

Stage 3 –Refine remaining areas of no significant 
constraints to take account of: (various considerations 
listed) 

Stage 4 – Identify broad areas of search 

               

Methodology 



 



 



  

 
 
 

 

Former PAN45 Annex 2: 
 

Stage 1 – Identify areas of significant protection 
 
•International and national natural heritage designations 
•Green Belts (NB. none in Highland) 
•Areas where the limits of cumulative impact have been reached 

Stage 2 – Identify other constraints and policy criteria 
 
•Historic environment 
•Areas designated for their regional and local natural heritage value 
•Tourism and recreational interests 
•Communities 
•Buffer Zones (NB. advice to not use around designated areas) 
•Aviation and defence interests 
•Broadcasting installations 

Stage 3 –Refine remaining areas of no significant constraints to 
take account of: 
 
•Other natural heritage interests 
•Project viability 
•Grid capacity issues 

Stage 4 – Identify broad areas of search 

Current Specific Advice Sheet (2011): 

 

Stage 1 – Identify areas requiring significant protection  
 
•Sites designated for their national or international natural heritage 
value  
•Green belt (NB. none in Highland) 
•Where the cumulative impact of existing and consented wind farms 
limit further development 

Stage 2 – Identify areas with potential constraints  
 
•Consider matters relating to the historic environment; regional and 
local landscape and natural heritage designations; tourism and 
recreational interests; communities; aviation and defence interests; 
and broadcasting installations  
•Where proposals will be considered on their individual merits 
against identified criteria  
 

Stage 3 – Identify areas of search 
 
•Where there are no significant constraints on development  
•Where appropriate proposals are likely to be supported subject to 
detailed consideration against identified criteria 

               

•Other natural heritage interests 

? 

? 

Agenda Papers – page 79 



• Policies 
 
• Landscape and Visual Guidance 
 
• Wild Land 
 
• Communities and Residential Amenity 



 



Settlement Development Areas 
and 2km separation ‘steer’ 

 



Recommendation 
 
That Committee agrees:  

 
• that any comments of Committee on the contents of 

this report or on the intended next steps be taken into 
consideration by officers in preparing a further report 
for Committee consideration at its meeting in March 
2012; 

• that the further report provides the full summary of 
issues raised, recommended response to issues and 
revised Supplementary Guidance, together with the 
intended arrangements for and timing of public 
consultation on the revised Guidance and associated 
Environmental Report. 
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