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1.
General

While there exists Certifier of Construction schemes for electrical works, and we are obliged to accept these Certificates of Construction at face value, not all verifiable works will be carried out, or certified by a Certifier of Construction. Some applicants will choose to use Electrical contractors who are not members of said schemes and some will attempt to carry out the electrical works themselves.
Mandatory Standard 4.5 states that

Every building must be designed and constructed in such a way that the electrical installation does not:

a) Threaten the health and safety of the people in, and around, the building; and

b) Become a source of fire.
The guidance to the standard notes that concern has been raised that electrical installations are increasing in variety and are having larger demands placed upon them than previously, and also that there has been a reduction in subscription, by installers to self regulation schemes.
While the risk may increase with larger and more complicated installations, with the variety of competence levels of contractors, the hazard remains the same for all installations, that of serious injury or death. This hazard has formed the basis of Highland Councils view that all electrical work should be certified.
Certificates of Construction can be used for certification as can Certificates for electrical installation in terms of BS7671.
2.
Certificates of Construction

Certificates of Construction should be accepted as long as they can be confirmed, using the SBSA register, as valid. They should also relate to the property being verified.
3.
BS 7671

Certification to BS 7671 is also acceptable. This BS is referred to in the Guidance to Mandatory Standard 4.5, and it is the industry recognised Standard for electrical installations. BS 7671 provides guidance on the certification of electrical works, and the provision of certificates to appropriate persons. It also provides model forms which have been adapted and branded by a variety of contractors and trade associations.
4.
Certification to BS 7671
The Guidance to Standard 4.5 states that an electrical installation should be designed, constructed, installed and tested such that it is in accordance with the recommendations of BS 7671 ; 2001, as amended.
Acceptable certificates are the Electrical Installation Certificate, and the Minor Works Certificate. 

The Guidance in BS 7671 for the Minor Works Certificate should be followed to govern its acceptability.
Acceptable submissions to BS 7671 are as follows

· Submission of a BS 7671 Certificate, schedules and test results with the report signed by a SELECT or NICEIC Electrical Contractor or 

· Submission of a BS 7671 Certificate, schedules and test results with a report signed by an approved electrician along with evidence to demonstrate by qualification and experience that they are a competent installer.

5. 
Periodic Inspection Reports
Periodic inspection reports are not accepted as certification to BS 7671. They neither certify compliance with the British Standard or Mandatory Standard 4.5. 
According to BS 7671 they should be submitted to the person responsible for the installation by the maintenance contractor. It is suggested that this is on a yearly basis, and forms a maintenance record for an installation which has already been certified to BS 7671 when designed, constructed, installed and tested originally.
However in cases where it will not be possible to gain certification through BS 7671, and the works are small in nature, a Periodic Inspection Report may be accepted in conjunction with a visual inspection and reliance on the Completion Certificate Submission.

Where works are larger in nature, an independent check may be carried out by a current Certifier of Construction on the instruction of the Building Standards Surveyor. This independent check should only be authorised by the Principal Building Standards Surveyor or Team Leader.
6.
Qualifications and Experience
The qualifications of a Certifier of Construction should not be questioned, unless an obvious fault or mistake has been uncovered. This should then be reported to the Scheme Body which the Certifier operates under.

Generally companies trading as electricians should be accepted as being adequately qualified to provide certification to BS 7671. In fact, in general any BS 7671 certificate received should be taken at face value, since BS 7671 requires the signatory to confirm he is qualified by signing.
If however, there is doubt over a person’s competence and/or qualifications (excepting Certifiers of Construction) then certification should not be accepted until adequate comfort is received. 

The following is a guide to suitable evidence of appropriate experience and qualification which should be required when accepting an electrical certificate. 
Ad-hoc or photocopied BS forms should alert the Surveyor that evidence of qualifications and experience should be requested.

Qualifications

· Current membership of an accredited registration scheme operated by a recognised professional body. This could include a UKAS accredited registration scheme NICEIC or SELECT or an equivalent body
· Evidence of an approved apprenticeship having being served which should include college certificates
· City & Guilds 2330 level 2, City & Guilds 2382 (17th Edition) and City & Guilds 2391 (Inspection & Testing)
· suitably qualified, e.g. SVQ level 3 in electrical engineering
· Valid NAPIT scheme card showing that work undertaken is covered by the scheme
Experience
· appropriate assessed training carried out within the last five years
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