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APPLICATION FORM
Within the next few months, a new tranche of EU LEADER funding will become available to help community groups and social enterprises develop plans and projects throughout Highland.  
The Black Isle Ward of The Highland Council is now looking for local groups or individuals to come forward to sit on a Local Action Group (LAG) which will assess applications for LEADER funding in the Black Isle Ward area. There are five places available on the LAG.

Representatives from a wide variety of interest groups are being sought to reflect the areas being supported with LEADER funding, namely: *development planning and community capacity building; culture and heritage; training and learning opportunities; access to activities, facilities and services; land, environment and access; renewables; tourism; social enterprise and micro businesses. These areas support the two main Highland LEADER themes of “Revitalising Communities” and a “Progressive Rural Economy”.  
Any group wishing more information should contact Di Agnew, Black Isle Ward Manager, Highland Council on either 01349 868477 or by e-mail on Diane.Agnew@highland.gov.uk. Formal applications should be received by Friday 12 September 2008. More information about the Black Isle Ward LEADER Programme can be found at www.highland.gov.uk/bil. 
[BACKGROUND NOTES]
The Black Isle Ward interim Local Partnership Group for the development of the local LEADER Programme is:

	Councillor Isobel McCallum
	Interim Group Chairperson

	Councillor Dr David Alston
	

	Councillor Billy Barclay
	

	Councillor Craig Fraser
	

	Di Agnew
	Ward Manager


LEADER (Liaison Entre Actions de Développement de l'Economie Rurale) is a bottom-up method of delivering support for rural development through implementing a local rural development strategy.  Support will be aimed primarily at small-scale, community driven projects that are pilot and innovative in nature. The objectives of LEADER are to increase the capacity of local rural community and business networks, to build knowledge and skills, to encourage innovation and co-operation to enable local development.
Criteria for selection


Groups and individuals can be considered provided they meet some or all of the following criteria:

1. Groups should ideally be constituted with an open membership and active within Black Isle Ward.
2. Group must reflect the LEADER supported areas of activity (see above*).
3. The Group’s nominated representative or individual on the LAG must be able to commit a few hours per month on a voluntary basis.
4. The Group’s nominated representative or individual on the LAG should preferably have experience of making/assessing project applications.  However training can be provided.
5. The Group’s nominated representative or individual on the LAG should be able to help develop and promote the LEADER group locally.
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APPLICATION FORM

Name of Group /
Applicant: 
Type of Group (please tick all that apply): 

	Unincorporated club or association
	

	Company limited by guarantee
	

	Company limited by shares
	

	Community Interest Company
	

	Social Enterprise Company
	

	Recognised charity
	

	Trust
	

	Other (please specify):
	



Purpose of Group
or individual’s

relevant experience:  


Date Group Constituted:


Reason for Application:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name and Contact details of Group Representative or individual to sit on the Black Isle LAG:


Name:


Address:


‘phone:

e-mail:






Please attach a letter of support if you wish.













































































