
AUDIT AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE Agenda Item 
 

 

 
20 August 2009   

Report No 
 

 

 
 
 

STANDARDS COMMISSION: COUNCILLORS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 
INVESTIGATION INTO COMPLAINTS   

Report by the Assistant Chief Executive 
 
Summary 
 
This report provides information in relation to complaints received by the Standards 
Commission during the period May 2008 to date in relation to alleged breaches of the 
Councillors’ Code of Conduct by Members of Highland Council and the outcome of the 
Standards Commission’s investigations into these complaints.  
 
  
1. Introduction 
  
1.1 The Committee is advised on a regular basis of complaints against Members of 

the Highland Council alleging breaches of the Councillors’ Code of Conduct which 
have occurred since the inception of the Code in May 2003.   

  
1.2 Previous reports have provided information on the outcome of 13 complaints 

where, in every case, it was noted that the Commission had taken the view that 
the Members concerned had not contravened the Code of Conduct.  

  
1.3 Since that time, a further 5 complaints against Members of the Highland Council 

have been dealt with by the Standards Commission and the outcome of these is 
detailed below. 

  
2. Complaints to the Standards Commission 
  
2.1 In May 2008, the Commission dealt with a complaint against Councillor William 

Clark and Councillor Edward Hunter. It was found that Councillors Clark and 
Hunter had not contravened the Code of Conduct and the Note of Decision is 
attached at Appendix A. 

  
2.2 In January 2009, the Commission dealt with a complaint against Councillor 

Alasdair Rhind. It was found that Councillor Rhind had not contravened the Code 
of Conduct and the Note of Decision is attached at Appendix B. 

  
2.3 In June 2009, the Commission considered a complaint against Councillor Bren 

Gormley but, having given the whole matter detailed consideration, decided that 
the matters raised did not amount to a breach of the Code of Conduct and that it 
would not be in the public interest to investigate the complaint further. A copy of 
the Investigating Officer’s letter is attached at Appendix C.     

  
2.4 In June 2009, the Commission considered a complaint against Councillor Rod 

Balfour and Councillor Glynis Sinclair but, having given the whole matter detailed 
consideration, decided that the matters raised did not amount to a breach of the 
Code of Conduct and that it would not be in the public interest to investigate the 



complaint further. A copy of the Chief Investigating Officer’s letter is attached at 
Appendix D.      

  
2.5 In June 2009, the Commission considered a complaint against Councillor Katrina 

McNab but, having given the whole matter detailed consideration, decided that 
the matters raised did not amount to a breach of the Code of Conduct and that it 
would not be in the public interest to investigate the complaint further. A copy of 
the Chief Investigating Officer’s letter is attached at Appendix E.   

  
  
  
Recommendation  
 
The Committee is asked to note that, in respect of the five complaints against Highland 
Council Members, dealt with over the period since May 2008, the Standards Commission 
have made no findings of breach of the Code of Conduct.   
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