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16 November 2009 Your Ref: HWLDP - MIR _ Conservator

Neach Dion Arainneachd

John Risby

Dear Mr Black

‘Highlahd Wide Local Development Plan
Main Issues Report

I am replying in response to the consultation on the above Main Issues
Report. My apologies for the lateness in response.

We would make the following comments:-

Sustainable Development and Climate Change

Renewable Energy: We believe that with so much off-mains gas in Highland,
biomass for heating has a significant role to play in achieving renewable
energy targets.

Sustainable Design

We welcome the commitment to put in place supplementary guidance on
sustainable design and will continue to support the council in its preparation.
We believe timber has a key role to play in such design.

A Competitive, Sustainable and Adaptable Highland Economy

Transport

We support the aim of improving freight transport identified in the Local
Transport Strategy and hope that the work of the Highland Timber Transport
Group will continue to be supported.
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Forestry and Woodland !

We would suggest mention is made of the signifibant timber processing
industry, planned investment in such processing and the rapidly developing
biomass industry. '

We welcome the proposed link to the Highland Forest and Woodland Strategy
and proposed interim revision. We would be happy to assist with this and in
particular would point the Council to the recently published Scottish -
Government Rationale for Woodland Expansion.

“Yours sincerely

J isby
Conservator




