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Dear Sir,
RESPONSE TO THE 2009 HIGHLAND DRAFT LOCAL PLAN 19/10/09

In respect of the above | wish to comment on Questions 8 and 28b as follows:

Question 8

Action Plan for Caithness and North Sutheriand - Do you agree with our preferred option? If not, tell us
why. Are there other alternatives that should be considered?

| welcome and support the recognition given within the Plan to the priorities conceming the Dounreay
decommissioning and the Pentland Firth tidal power generation project. It is nevertheless extremely
important that a much greater assertive and meaningful recoghnition is given to the massive economic
development potention afforded not only by the Pentland Firth project alone but also in respect of the
West of Shetland Oil and Gas exploration potential. The Pentland Firth scheme in patticular is an
internationally strategically important renewable energy resource which has the potential to meet most
of Scotland’s and a major part of the UK's energy needs. The environmental benefits of the Pentland
Firth scheme are also of massive importance in view of the recognised necessity of carbon emissions
reduction which the renewable energy from this tidal power scheme can significantly achieve. This
scheme, and future oil and gas exploration, also have the potential to generate several hundred million
pounds of income per year from Caithness and the Far North.It should be fully recognised by the
Council that the Scottish Government has made it very clear that it regards the Pentland Firth project
as one of the greatest possible importance for the future and the Council must do everything to
support that.

The income therefrom would impart massive and welcome benefits to the Hightand Council and the
Scottish Government, which are both facing serious financial difficulties as a consequence of the



credit crunch. Nevertheless, the importance of major transport link improvements of which the rail
link, to the Far North in particular, in this context cannot be overstated. | welcome the recognition
given in the accompanying map of Caithness to the need to upgrade the rail links the more so in
respect of the rail line to Caithness where, in it's present state, it is being increasingly recognised and
acknowledged as too slow and inadequate to meet present requirements let alone the needs of the
above developments.

Major improvements are needed to the railway in order to help bring about the improvements outlined
in this section. Rail improvements are recognised as giving major benefits to areas they serve, as can
be seen from such improvements recently taking place in Scotland, e.g. Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine and
of course elsewhere in the UK. Ralil also has proven environmental benefits in terms of transport
related carbon emissions reduction compared to road and air transport. These considerations need to
be bore in mind and | request the inclusion of major rail improvements to Caithness, particulary
including the Domoch Rail Link (about which your Department already has the full details in it's
possession provided by the Domoch Rail Link Action Group)in the list of Main Issues affecting
Caithness.

Question 28b

Accessibility and Transport - Do you agree with our Preferred Option? If not, tell us why. Are there any
other alternatives that should be considered?

I note the recognition for the necessity of transport upgrades for the Highand Region although | am
very seriously concerned at the content of this section for two reasons:

1) Good, competitive, reliable and fast railway links are particularly and critically important given the
current economic, social and environmental concems for developing the Highlands economy. | do not
feel that the subsuming of the accessibility and transport section within the “competitive, sustainable
and adaptable Highland economy” gives sufficient credence to this priority.

2) The importance of rail improvements must be given much more prominence and priority than they
are now. Itis extremely important that rail transport is treated on the same level as road transport as
the current section is too heavily road oriented. The environmental and socio-economic benefits of rail
must be recognised in planning transport for the Highlands as a whole.

I note the necessity for improving the Invemess-Wick and Highland Main lines as shown in the
accompanying maps. It is nevertheless very important that the importance of rail improvements are
given the fullest support and clarification possible and that the Accessibility and Transport section is
converted into a standalone section of any Plan. Good transport links are increasingly recognised at
every level as being vital to the economic well-being of the areas served by such links.

This applies particularly to rail links - the Far North Line particularly. Rail enjoys significant



environmental benefits in that it emits one half of the carbon dioxide emissions per passenger
kilometre and one tenth those per tonne kilometre of freight camried compared to road transport. This
differential will increase as more of the Scottish rail network is electrified. Rail is also a much safer
form of transport than road.

itis with these reasons in mind that I ask for the Accessibility and Transport section to be made a
stand-alone section and that the following bullet point is inserted:

1. “Highlighting the massive economic, social and environmental benefits (as
easily recognised elsewhere) which rail links improved with major strategic
upgrades including the Domoch Rail Link can achieve particularly for the
Northern Highlands commensurate with the strategic developments identified
inSection 4 for Caithness and North Sutherland”




