Highland wide Local Development Plan - Main issues Report
Consultation Summary and Actions Sheet

Reference Number: HWLDP-MIR-68
Organisation/Individual: Save Our Dava (Jeannie Munro)
Action:

Immediate Response Required

Meeting required with Respondent

Issue for Area Local Development Plan

Further Information Required

Other (Please Specify)

Issues Raised in Response:

If no box ticked - issues raised
will be dealt with in preparation
of the Proposed Plan.

‘Purpose of Main: Issues Report

Previously used Land

“NPE2 for Scotland - Wild Land
Visionfor the: Haghiand's’f _ Water Environment
inverness and A6 Renewable Energy
The A96 Corridor Flooding
Phasing of Development Waste Management
Developer Contributions Air Quality

East Inverness

Sustainable Design

Nairn

Business and Industrial Land

Tornagrain

Accessibility and Transport

Smaller Settlements in AS6

Agricultural Land

Caithness and North Sutherland

Subdivision of Existing Crofts

Easter Ross and Nigg

Allocation of Inbye Land .

Development of Local Centres

New Crofting Township - - -

Wider Countryside and Fragile Areas

Small Scale New Crofts

Population and Housing

Coastal Development .

Housing in the Countryside

Forestry and Woodiand

Affordable Housing

Minerals

Planning for an Ageing Population

Open Space and F’hysacal Act:vﬁy

Gypsies/Travellers

Access fo the Qutdoors

Retailing

Comments on Consultation Process (+ve)

Developer Contributions

Comments on Consultation Process (-ve)

Natural, Built and Cultural Heritage

Key:

| Background | Spatial Strategy | Policy Options | Consultation |

Notes:

Perception of wildness is subjective

to be protected.

A number of natural and cultural heritage designations are not recognised by National bodies — these need

Would be appropriate to respond covering the following issues: explanation if mapping in MIR
explanation of not including WRES mapping
Limited windfarm development should be aliowed with more focus on offshore renewables.
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8/12/09







contd : PN ;

Significant natural and cultural herifage interests occur outwith formally designated areas, as acknowledged
in your altematives to preferred options relating to this issue in the document.  The plarning process in
Scotland, however, as currently viewed by Government consultee agenciss, does not take due account of
intangible qualities that certain areas may possess. These are usually identified by the high level of public
chjection response to major development proposals within or adjacent to them.  Itis the role of Highland
Regional Council singularly to reflect within the planning determination process the level of public opinion
regarding these intangible qualities, and ensure that they are afforded the fullest formal consideration in
Council decision-making for the future.  Dava Moor is such an area, proven by its on-going high profile at
Holyrood and in news media.

With regard to renewable energy policy in Highland region, our group is disappeinted that Highland Ceuncil
chose in its ancillary figure diagram illustrating areas protected against windfarm development to merely
~duplicate the diagram illustrating designated areas as shown in the natural heritage section preceding.  1tis
queried why, in the ‘Forestry and Woodland' sectien following, the detailed diagram showing preferred and
non-preferred forestry locations extracted from the current woodlands strategy document are shown, but the
equivalent diagram detailing preferential and non-preferential windfarm location from the current Renewable
Energy Strategy document is, for whatever reason, excluded from the Main Issues Report on renewables.

As such, the bullet points detailing locational issues in the ‘preferred options” list cannot be commented upon,
and are therefore presented unfit for purpose.

Cur group’s view as an alfemative option is that onshcre windfarm development within Highland region
shouid be limited fo its present approved extent, and resources transferred instead fo promote offshore
developments, espedially the earfiest advancement of marine tidal technologies into real projects.  Scotland
is a small country - highly intrusive industrial windfarms proliferating across its most sgenic Region obviously
clash with tourism, outdoor recreation, cultural and other heritage inferests in a manner that cannot sustain
efficient, overall stewardship of the Region by its Council's administrators - the policy integration required of
an approved Structure Plan would be in disarray. and its cohesive objectives undermined.

Logically, onshore windfarm locations should be {argeted towards less visually sensitive areas that are closer
to the bulk of energy requirement users.  This policy course would also obviate the necessity to cover the
region and its scenicaily designated areas with the planned massive upgrade of electricity pylon fines, further
compromising the Region’s greatest asset, its landscape.

Yours faithfully,

Jeannie Munro  co-ordinator, Save Our Dava.







