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001-16 12-Dec-16

Gary Sutherland - Harrowden 

IT (Kintyre) Ltd

Remain with Kinlochbervie Village Hall, that will 

generate income and not distrupt the children's 

education with the school being closed. Designated inservice day on 4th May 2017

002-16 14-Dec-16 Phil Jones - Resident

Detrimental to the democratic process if the polling 

station were to be relocated from the Lochinver 

Village Hall to the school.  The school is located on 

the outskirts of the village. Accesibility to be checked

003-16 14-Dec-16

Alex Macmanus - Ward 

Manager

Concerned that voters for Britannia Hall, Dunnet 

would have to go the school which is in the middle of 

nowhere. No change - Britannia Hall to remain polling station

004-16 14-Dec-16 Alex Dickson - Resident

Lochinver Primary School is loacted on the outskirts 

of the village and it does not have a disabled friendly 

access. Accesibility to be checked

005-16 14-Dec-16 Janet and Sandy

Relocating polling places would have been fine if you 

hadn't closed our village hall (Maryburgh Primary 

School) Maryburgh Hall to continue as polling station

006-16 15-Dec-16

Evelyn Campbell - Hall Booking 

Secretary

To highlight that Broadford Village Hall has completed 

its extended car park and disabled access project. Accesibility to be checked

007-16 16-Dec-16

Headteacher, Halkirk Primary 

School

Halkirk Primary is suited to being a Polling Station 

and has disabled access. Halkirk Primary Designated as Polling Place

008-16 17-Dec-16 Stephen Varwell

Kilmuir Village Hall is more suitable than the local 

school, given the disruption it would cause to the 

school and the fee for hire of £75 Designated inservice day on 4th May 2017

009-16 18-Dec-16 Gillian Coghill - Member

Welcomes the proposal to use schools to save costs 

and they will be heated and easily accessible. Halkirk Primary Designated as Polling Place

010-16 19-Dec-16 Willie Mackay - Member

Halkirk Primary is very well suited as a Polling 

Station, both in easy access and parking. Halkirk Primary Designated as Polling Place
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011-16 19-Dec-16 David Broughton

If community halls that are used at present are 

perfectly suitable they should be retained as often in 

rural areas they are more accessible and near at 

hand than primary schools. The Dunnet, Brough and 

Barrock areas in Caithness would be greatly 

inconvenienced if Dunnet Community Hall (Britannia 

Hall) was not used. Getting to Crossroads or 

Castletown schools requires personal car transport or 

a very infrequent bus service.
No change - Britannia Hall to remain polling station

012-16 19-Dec-16

Rob Malpas - Secretary of 

Ballachulish Community 

Association

Ballachulish Village hall should remain as a polling 

place as it is easily accesible to all members of the 

community.  The school lies up a single track, steep 

road which require elderly and infirm voters to be 

transported by car.  The nearest bus stop is at the 

bottom of the hill.  It is away from other facilities, so 

most people would need to make a special trip.  

Concerns that the school may need to be closed for 

the day, or at least its facilities restricted which would 

disrupt the education of our children and many 

parents lives. Accesibility to be checked

013-16 20-Dec-16

Anne McCreadie - Chairman at 

Merkinch Communtiy Centre 

Merkinch Community Centre has the advantage of 

having fully disabled access with ample parking 

spaces close to the Centre entrance. Many of the 

electors using the Centre are elderly and disabled and 

do not have transport. We believe if the polling place 

is located at Merkinch Primary School it could lead to 

a decrease in electors from South Kessock casting 

their vote.   If they have no support they may not take 

advantage of postal votes. 

Merkinch Primary could pose a parking problem and 

possible difficulties for the disabled.

Accesibility to be checked
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014-16 20-Dec-16

Neil Cameron - Resolis 

Community Council

The Community Council will not meet until early 

February 2017.  There will obviously not be an 

opportunity for the CC to discuss this issue.  

However: The existing polling places in our parish 

have been in place for many years and to my 

knowledge, the Community Council has not had any 

indication of any problem with the current 

arrangements or any representation for change.
Designated inservice day on 4th May

015-16 21-Dec-16

Brenda Herrick - Castletown & 

District Communtiy Council

no reason to change the polling station in Castletown 

other than, as reported in the press, as a cost-cutting 

exercise.  Unlike the school, the Drill Hall is centrally 

located in the village so is passed by the majority of 

traffic through Castletown.  It has ample parking, 

disabled access and is now known as the polling 

station for the area.  
Accesibility to be checked

016-16 21-Dec-16 Allan Robertson

Balloch Village Hall is the best place in Balloch for a 

Polling Station. It is convenient for the shop and the 

school which helps people to remember to / fit in 

voting among other daily tasks. The Car Park makes 

it easy for people to pop in on their way to town or to 

work. Accesibility to be checked

017-16 22-Dec-16 Alan Wilcock 

Suggesting that Drill Hall, Castletown should continue 

to be used as a polling place as it is in an ideal 

location in the centre of the village, with bus links.  Accesibility to be checked
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018-16 23-Dec-16

Rhonwen Copley - Ardgay 

Community Council

Relocation of the Ardgay Polling Place to Gledfield 

School would adversely affect Ardgay Public Hall’s 

finances. Unlike the school, the hall is within close 

proximity of several domestic housing schemes. 

Increasing both the ability and probability of local 

residents walking to the polling Place. o The hall has 

disabled access to the building, polling station, voting 

booth and toilet facilities. Accesibility to be checked

019-16 29-Dec-16

Charlie Macrae - Secretary at 

Plockton Hall 

Plockton Hall has served the public well as a Polling 

Station for many years. It has wheelchair access, has 

adequate parking,is well heated ,has good toilet and 

kitchen facilities for the Polling officials. Using the Hall 

which is central in the village avoids any disruption of 

the school day. I imagine the charge for using a 

school would exceed the £120 Plockton Hall charges. 

Other comments from the hall committee are, No 

advantage logically or financially. And the hall is more 

accessible.

School to be designated Polling Station. Designated 

inservice day on 4th May 2017.
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020-17 4-Jan-17

Kenneth Morrison - Trustee of 

Ullapool Village Hall

The main concerns are:

1. The Hall has excellent facilities with a wide flat 

entrance from pavement right in to the desk for 

voting, the Primary School is simply not up to this 

standard, I doubt if there is a better set-up at any 

other Polling Station. This makes the process easy 

not only for disabled voters but all other voters.  I 

have witnessed this over the years both as a voter 

and as a member of the Polling Station staff some 

years back.

2. The Hall has toilet facilities right beside the Polling 

Station area, again with level and disabled access.

3. There are also facilities, kitchen etc. right beside 

the Station where staff can take a short break yet be 

close enough to the Station to deal with sudden 

demands.

4. Extensive parking around the hall including 

disabled parking right by the door entrance, literally a 

few feet from the Polling Station desks.

5. Using the Hall does not necessitate the disruption 

to education including moving teacher in-service days 

or disruption to parents especially working parents 

that Poll days or changed in-service days can cause.

If it is your intention to still use the Village Hall for 

some elections then this will result in confusion with 

two Polling Stations.

I would ask that you give consideration to the value 

School to be designated Polling Station- Designated 

Inservice day.
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021-17 5-Jan-17

Chrissy Boyd, Ullapool Village 

Hall committee

Concerns at the Council's proposal to change 

Ullapool and area's polling station from Ullapool 

Village Hall to the Primary School.  Stating that it 

would be a bad move and a letter has been sent to 

the Ullapool News (attached), so that other voters in 

the village are aware of the proposals. Ullapool 

Village Hall is a very accessible location as a polling 

station and good value.  As a member of UVH's 

committee, being a community venue we strive to 

maintain charges as low and fair as possible for local 

groups and charities. UVH is owned by the community 

and losing two lots of income (the large reduction in 

the HC grant as well as the very useful income from 

elections), will make it much more difficult for the 

committee to manage its financial sustainability.

022-17 5-Jan-17 Robbie Bain - Ward Manager

Concerns that the Ullapool Primary School will not 

provide the same easy access as currently provided 

by the Village Hall and could be seen as a retrograde 

move.  Similar concerns would exist for the use of the 

Primary Schools at Achiltibuie, Aultbea, Poolewe, 

Kinlochewe, Shieldaig, Applecross, Lochcarron, 

Garve, Strathconon and Marybank.  In many cases, 

the Village Halls have seen much more investment in 

accessibility than the Primary schools and are just 

better suited to public use.
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023-17 5-Jan-17

Francis Allan - Dunbeath 

Community Centre

Dunbeath Community Centre is eminently suitable as 

it has adequate parking close to disabled ramp and 

full kitchen facilities.  Suggesting a  fixed payment 

offered to each organisation might be more 

economical way of saving money without the 

disturbance to the education system by reverting to 

using schools.

School to be designated as a Polling Station. 

Designated inservice day on 4th May 2017.

024-17 6-Jan-17

Alasdair Macleod - Applecross 

Copmmunity Council

Object on the following grounds : - 1. The Community 

Hall would loose the income from the hire of the Hall; 

2. There is full disabled access to the Hall, has phone 

and free internet access provided by the Community; 

3. Moving it to the school means a lose of education 

on Polling Days;  and 4. Access restricted to the 

Primary school.

There is a constant withdrawal of services and 

monies to the outlying areas of the Highlands and 

fewer and fewer people who continue to live in these 

parts are expected to take on more and more of the 

financial burdens as we see this withdrawal continue. 

This may be a small issue for the community, put 

together we feel we are approaching a point of our 

community becoming unsustainable. In the long term 

this will mean far more expense to HC when they are 

legally obliged to provide the few remaining services.

Accesibility to be checked
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025-17 8-Jan-17

Phyllis Ross - Edderton 

Community Council

Edderton Polling Station is always sited in the village 

hall which is in the centre of the village, has ample 

parking, no stairs to access, wheelchair accessible 

and easy to reach for walkers, i.e. no hill etc.    All 

residents in Edderton would wish the Station to 

remain at the village hall.  If this station was moved to 

the school it would not be practical as there is very 

little car parking available, and a very steep hill to be 

climbed for walkers to reach the school.  It would 

prove quite difficult for some elderly residents to 

reach the school so possibly they would not go along 

to cast their vote. Accesibility to be checked
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026-17 8-Jan-17 Brian Murphy - Member

Concerns about the proposal to only use schools for 

polling stations. While this might deliver some savings 

in respect of hall hires, there is another more 

important aspect which needs to be looked at, namely 

the possible negative effects on turnout. In Fort 

William, we have closed three primary schools, Upper 

Achintore, Fort William Primary and Fort William RC, 

and replaced them with the newly built Lundavra 

Primary. Lundavra Primary is an excellent facility but 

it is up a very steep hill and a considerable distance 

from some parts of the town. The Plantation is 

approximately 1.5 miles away from Lundavra Primary 

and the bus service does not connect directly with it 

except for the school buses. I believe that closing this 

polling station would have a negative effect on voter 

turnout and for that reason I would ask that it be 

retained.

There are other areas in Fort William where the 

turnout may be negatively affected by this decision 

such as Claggan, Alma Road, Mamore Crescent, 

Victoria Road and Camanachd Crescent. The present 

polling stations are sited in places where people can 

access them fairly readily, and I don’t believe that hall 

hire costs should be regarded as more important than 

voter turnout.

No change-Plantation Hall to remain designated as a 

Poling Station
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027-17 9-Jan-17

Nicholas Gorton - Inver Lodge 

Hotel

Appreciates that this is probably a cost saving 

exercise rather than making it easier for people to 

come and vote ?! The School is out with the village 

where as the village hall in mid village with plenty of 

car parking around and easy access for the less 

mobile. Thinks that it would be a backward move to 

relocate the “Polling Station” to the school. Accesibility to be checked


