
Criminal Justice Social Work Services can be contacted at 

criminaljustice@highland.gov.uk or the following offices:  

Inverness Justice Centre  The Old Schoolhouse  

Longman Road    196 Culduthel Road  

Inverness      Inverness  

IV1 1AH      IV2 4BH  

01463 644900    01463 644430 

 

Unit 4B2      Station Road  

Blar Mhor Industrial Estate   Dingwall  

Caol       IV15 9JX  

Fort William      01349 781781 

PH33 7NG  

01463 644781    Drummuie 

       Golspie 

Tigh Na Drochaid    KW10 6TA 

Bridge Road     01408 635369 

Portree       

IV15 9ER       

01478 612943 

 

Unit 27b  

Airport Industrial Estate  

Wick  

KW1 4QS  

01349 781300 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Court has asked for a report to be prepared 

about you prior to sentencing. This leaflet provides 

helpful information about what will happen and 

what the report is for.  

WHAT IS A  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SOCIAL  

WORK REPORT?  



What is a Criminal Justice Social Work Report?  

This is a report which provides information about you and your past and 

current offence(s). It provides advice to the court to help it make a decision 

on which sentence to impose such as a fine, community sentence or 

imprisonment.  

Where will the interview take place?  

It is likely you will be asked to come into the Criminal Justice Social Work 

office and if necessary a further appointment may be made with you in your 

home or some other suitable venue. If remanded, it will occur in the prison.  

Can I refuse to give information?  

Yes, but you need to think about what this will mean for your case. If the 

report writer does not have enough information in order to complete the 

report, then a letter will be sent to the court explaining the reasons why a 

report is not available.  

What sort of information will I be asked for?  

You will be asked information on:  

• Your offence(s) which led to you appearing in court as well as any  

 previous offending  

• Your current circumstances such as where you live and who you live with  

• Your financial circumstances such as how much money comes into your  

 household and what bills or debts you have to pay  

• Your health, such as illnesses or disabilities  

• Your past involvement with the Social Work Service and the extent to 

which this helped you to keep out of trouble  

 

The report writer will look at this information alongside other details 

available. The interview will include a discussion with you about whether 

you are suitable for a community sentence, where appropriate. The Social 

Worker will explain what this means.  

Will anyone else be asked for information for the report?  

Yes, but it depends on your circumstances. The person writing the report 

will discuss with you who they plan to get information from. This may be 

family members, your defence agent and past social work records. It may 

involve getting your permission, for example, to obtain information from 

your GP. Other people that it may be helpful to speak to may include a drug 

or alcohol counselling service.  

Do I get to see the report?  

Yes. However, the report is not confidential. It will be seen by the Court, the 

Procurator Fiscal, your defence agent (if you have one) and you. It is also 

passed to the prison if custody is imposed.  

The press are not given a copy of the report, but may report on any case 

which is discussed in open court.  

What should I do once the report is complete?  

It is important that you turn up in court on time and meet with your 

solicitor if necessary. You will be sentenced at court and depending on the 

sentence this may include working with the Criminal Justice Social Work 

Service on a community sentence. If this is the case you will need to attend 

for interview, or begin your community sentence, either on the day you are 

sentenced or the following day.  


