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As with previous status reports your email contact details will 
remain on the list of people who have asked for information as 
things progress on site, unless you do not wish to receive these 
updates, in which case please contact us as below. 
 
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) is content for the information 
contained within this report to be forwarded on or displayed as 
required. 
 
Path construction 
 
With the financial year quickly coming to a close we are delighted to 
be able to report some terrific progress by the contractors 
Conservefor in meeting agreed deadlines. It was a red letter day 
when machine operators working on the open hill above the treeline 
working north from Allt na Criche and those heading south from the 
lea of Sron a muic met up meaning that construction of this 6 
kilometre section had all but beaten the winter weather – one of our 
greatest uncontrollable risks. Helicopter lifts of stone materials and 
surfacing took place during February and into March and so now 
pretty much all of the material needed to complete this part of the 
trail is now in place.  
 
Since mid-February additional contractors have been brought in to 
supplement the existing workforce – interestingly they had trouble 
employing additional people locally – and this means that good 
progress has been made with installing the bridges required to cross 
a number of watercourses along the entire route. 
 

 



 
The current concerted efforts are all on the Achnaconeron to Grotaig 
section of the path, and the planned programme remains on target 
to complete by April 2014, with bridge abutments also completed 
and ready for bridge beam and deck installations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been extremely disappointing to note that on unfinished 
sections of the route where the final dressings have been laid and 
where these require time to settle and bind, that despite signage 
and fencing (with diversions on place where necessary) people on 
foot and on mountain bikes continue to cause damage through their 
own personal and selfish actions. Ignoring signs is dangerous, and 
that further repairs to such damage is expensive, and prolongs 
completion. Please spread the work that with a little more patience 
soon there will be a national facility worthy of the first Tourism 
Business Improvement District in the UK, unveiled for public use. 
Until then the path route remains a construction site and has to be 
managed as such. 
 
Superb progress has also taken place around Grotaig where we 
remain indebted to Mr Oram and Ms MacKenzie for their support to 
progressing improvements around this area. The ‘Irish ford’ within 
the agricultural area is being upgraded and this should mean fewer 
water borne issues and debris build up at this point in future. A 
fence has been realigned which allows for separation between users 
of the Great Glen Way and the forest road – one of our key drivers 
in embarking on this ambitious project originally. 
 
At Dalcataig path works have not changed since the last status 
report as this remains an active operational site. We understand 
completion of tree felling and extraction will be delayed due to 
technical issues until mid-May following which completion of the 
final short section of the new path will be completed.  
 
The Allt na Criche the way marked forest trail remains open, part of 
which will be realigned to run concurrently with the new GGW path. 
 



Design 
 
Sandra Reid (Forestry Commission Scotland Ranger) has been 
speaking with local primary school children about involving them in 
the final design of the handrails for some of the bridge crossings. All 
are agreed that an ‘urban’ type design would not fit well into the 
landscape and so we are sure that the school children’s imaginative 
ideas can help! 
 
At key viewpoints along the trail the Project Team have also 
commissioned bespoke designed stone (and timber) features 
intended to enhance the view and to give additional interest to 
photographs taken on the route.  
 

 
This is not the finished design but is indicative of the most elaborate of the 

viewpoint features. 
 
Furniture will also be added, and planning is underway for some of 
the final details, way marking etc, which will include a short 
meeting with businesses who have a direct interest in the Great 
Glen Way. 
 
Finally, the Minister for Environment & Climate Change has 
expressed interest in conducting a formal opening of the project, 
which although originally planned to happen prior to Easter is now 
likely to take place in summer.  



Current Great Glen Way 
 
The Great Glen Way remains open with passage unrestricted, but 
there is a diversion in place at Dalcataig at which point cyclists 
should dismount. Further management of people using the Great 
Glen way is in place between Grotaig and Alltsigh.  
 
Users are however reminded that the harvesting sites and 
construction sites are potentially dangerous.  
 
All visitors to the forest and those using the Great Glen Way should 
apply common sense whilst on the national forest estate, 
particularly at this time.  
 
Please keep well away from plant and machinery, obey all signs 
placed there for your safety and follow any instructions given by 
staff on site. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
For further information please contact; 
 
The Great Glen Ranger Service (01320 366633) or 
Forest Commission Scotland (01463 791575) 
 
www.greatglenway.com 
www.forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
 

http://www.greatglenway.com/
http://www.forestry.gsi.gov.uk/

