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Appendix 1: Area Policy Matrices (coastal/nearshore zones A-Z)

The following tables have been compiled to show the main factors considered in
developing the area-specific policies for the coastal/nearshore areas in the Coastal
Plan. These factors have been gathered wunder the headings of
Opportunities/Strengths, Constraints/Weaknesses, Development Potential, and
Objectives. Entries have been compiled under each of the relevant topic headings.
The resultant policy is shown in a box at the foot of each table.
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Priority Species

The following table identifies the national priority species and local priority species
that are known to occur in Wester Ross. The ‘national priority’ species have been
identified by the UK Biodiversity Steering Group, and Species Action Plans (SAP's)
or Statements have been prepared for their conservation and enhancement. These
Plans and Statements are available on the website www.ukbap.org.uk and further
details of nationally important species are available from Scottish Natural Heritage.

Wester Ross is home to a number of additional species that are rare or scarce in
either Highland or Britain as a whole, and these ‘local priority’ species are also
listed below. This list includes a number of species that although not rare or scarce
nationally, are rare or have declined in Wester Ross.

Table 2: UK Priority Species

Algae

Ascophyllum nodosum ecad | a Knotted wrack Marine

mackii

Codium adhaerens a green seaweed Marine

Anthozoa

Aureliania heterocera Imperial anemone Marine

Protanthea simplex Sea loch anemone | Marine

Birds

Haliaeetus albicilla White-tailed eagle | Sea & Coast

Hydrobates pelagicus Storm petrel2 Marine

Sterna hirundo Common tern2 Marine

Sterna paradisaea Arctic tern2 Marine

Crustacea

Hippolyte prideauxiana Featherstar prawn Marine

Echinoderms

Antedon petasus a featherstar Marine

Asteronyx loveni Deepwater Marine
brittlestar

Leptometra celtica Deepwater Marine
featherstar

Mesothuria intestinalis a sea cucumber Marine

Ophiopholis aculeata Crevice brittlestar Marine

Fish

Anarhichus lupus Wolf fish Marine

Cetorhinus maximus Basking shark Marine

Clupea harengus Herringl Marine

Gadus morhua Cod1 Marine

Lesueurigobius friesii Fries’ goby Marine

Lebetus scorpioides Diminutive goby Marine

Merluccius bilinearis a Hakel Marine

Merlangius merlangus Whiting1 Marine

Merluccius merluccius a Hakel Marine

Pleuronectes platessa Plaicel Marine
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Pollachius virens Saithel Marine
Raja batis Common skate Marine
Salmo salar Atlantic salmon Marine /
Freshwater
Salmo trutta Sea trout Marine /
Freshwater
Scomber scrombrus Mackerell Marine
Solea vulgaris Solel Marine
Trachurus trachurus Horse Mackerell Marine
1 Grouped plan for commercial marine fish
Foraminifera
Toxisarcon alba Giant naked Marine
foraminiferan
Mammals
Balaenoptera acutorostrata | Minke whalel Marine
Delphinus delphis Common dolphin2 Marine
Grampus griseus Risso's dolphin2 Marine
Lagenorhynchus acutus Atlantic white-sided | Marine
dolphin2
Lagenorhyncus albirostris White-beaked Marine
dolphin2
Lutra lutra European otter Marine /
Freshwater
Megaptera novaeangliae Humpback whalel Marine
Orcinus orca Killer whale3
Phocoena phocoena Harbour porpoise Marine
Tursiops truncatus Bottlenosed Marine
dolphin2
1 Grouped plan for baleen whales
2 Grouped plan for small dolphins
3 Grouped plan for toothed whales
Molluscs
Atrina fragilis Fan mussel Marine
Limaria hians Gaping file/flame Marine
shell
Ostrea edulis Native oyster Marine
Reptiles
Dermochelys coriacea Leatherback turtlel | Marine
1 Grouped plan for marine turtles
Sea anemones
Funiculina quadrangularis Giant sea pen Marine

1 Local priority Schedule 1 species present in Wester Ross (some are

also Annex 1)

2 Local priority Annex 1 species present in Wester Ross

3 Local priority Red list species on BOCC: 2002-2007 present in

Wester Ross
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Appendix 3: Glossary

Annex I Habitats: A natural habitat listed in Annex 1 of the Habitats Directive for which Special
Areas of Conservation can be selected.

Baseline: A defined condition or range of conditions for a site or conservation features of a site
against which change in the condition of the site/features can be monitored

Biodeposits: Deposits of biological material, i.e. waste material produced by animals or parts of the
animals themselves.

Biodiversity: The total variety of life on earth. All genes, species, ecosystems and the ecological
processes of which they are a part.

Biogenic reef: Solid, massive structures which are created by accumulations of organisms, usually
rising from the seabed, or at least clearly forming a substantial, discreet community or habitat which
is very different from the surrounding seabed. The structure of the reef may be composed almost
entirely of the reef building organism and its tubes or shells, or it may to some degree be composed
of sediments, stones and shells bound together by the organisms

Biotopes: A term developed to describe marine animal and plant communities together with the
physical habitat with which they are characteristically associated.

Circalittoral: Generally described as depths where light intensity is reduced to a level where it will
no longer support substantial algal growth

Community: A group of organisms occurring in a particular environment, presumably interacting
with each other and with the environment and identifiable by means of ecological survey from other
groups.

Competent authority: Any Minister, government department, public or statutory undertaker,
public body or person holding a public office that exercises statutory powers.

Environmental Impact Assessment: A process of predicting and evaluating an action’s likely
impacts on the environment - used as a tool in decision-making for formulating and appraising
development proposals.

Epibenthic: Living on the surface of the seabed.

Faunal Turfs: Assemblages of attached animals growing on hard substrata. They range from low
encrusting forms less than a centimetre high, such as sea mats and sponges, to tall erect forms
such as soft corals and sea fans which may exceed 25 cm in height.

Habitats Directive: The abbreviated term for Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora. It is the aim of this Directive to
promote the conservation of certain habitats and species with the EU.

Habitats Regulations: The abbreviated term for the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.)
Regulations 1994. The legislation which transposes the requirements of the Habitats and Birds
Directives into UK law.

Infralittoral: Generally described as the shallow areas which are dominated by kelp and algae due
high levels of light penetrating the water.

Intertidal: The zone between the highest and lowest tides.
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Littoral: This includes the intertidal regions as well as levels above and below the extreme limits of
the tide where the biota is strongly associated with the intertidal zone

Kelp forest/park: The term ‘forest’ is used to refer to the dense strands of kelp that are found in
shallower water. The kelp ‘park’ occurs in deeper water where plants are more widely scattered
allowing more light to filter through the canopy.

Monitoring: Surveillance undertaken to ensure that formulated standards are being maintained.
The term is also applied to compliance monitoring against accepted standards to ensure that agreed
or required measures are being followed.

Reef: Reefs are rocky marine habitats or biological concretions that rise from the seabed. They are
generally subtidal but may extend as an unbroken transition to the intertidal zone, where they are
exposed to the air at low tide. Two main types of reef can be recognised; those where the structure
is created by the animals themselves (biogenic reefs) and those where animal and plant
communities grow on raised or protruding rock. Only a few invertebrate species are able to develop
biogenic reefs, which are therefore restricted in distribution and extent.

Sublittoral (Subtidal): The zone of the shore below low water exposed to air only at its upper limit
by the lowest spring tides

Special Area of Conservation (SAC): A site designated under the Habitats Directive

Special Protected Area (SPA): A site designated under the Habitats Directive.
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