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“Beyond the School” Group of factors
Explanation of Indicator Description Agreed with Head Teachers during

Indicat
naicator Workshop

There are schools in towns, villages and rural communities which are particularly identified, by location
& - and in other ways with a very specific community and there are others which are less so. The location | With particular regard to lacation, is an option likely
§ ‘% of a school outwith any village or built up community may owe maore to historical reasons than present | to impact on the extent to which the school is {or
=L day needs or the pattern of placing requests/attendance in & town may be such that the term local or | would be) identified with a particular village or
8~ community school may be rather tenuous. distinct community?

In any community it is likely that the local school will be amongst the larger and best equipped of the
" ‘community facilities' and where it is a secondary school it will normally be the largest and best
3 equipped. The contribution therefore that the building can make to the life of the community in
3 P providing facilities not available elsewhere should not be under-estimated.
g Is an option likely to improve/expand (or reduce)
5 "_g' This will be even maore the case if the school building has been used regularly for community activities | community use of the schoal's facilities?
E = and in these circumstances should a school be being considered for amalgamation or closure it might
S be necessary to consider the education of the pupil, which is of paramount importance separately

from the needs of the community to retain a centre for their own specific activities.
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“Beyond the School” Group of factors

Explanation of Indicator

Everyone benefits when pupils reach out into the commuhnity sharing their achievements and gaining

Description Agreed with Head Teachers du ring
Workshop
Everyone benefits when pupils reach out into the

training opportunities for those with young children in their care, and can therefore contribute to
ecaenomic regeneration.

education and training thereby promoting economic
regeneration. Does an option potentially offer
enhancements in this regard?

‘.g fulfilment. Interaction with their local community from the earliest stages of school life is an obvious | community sharing  their achievements and
2 way in which pupils can learn what it means to be a Responsibie Citizen and Effective Contributor. fulfilment, helping the Young people become
z s Most schools engage with their local communities in many and various ways according to the | Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors, for
-‘9_; E circumstances of each school and its community. Exampies include putting on concerts and shows, example visiting care homes, participating in Eco
E 3 visiting care homes, engaging in environmentally friendly activities around the community, and | Schools, public arts projects and charity work. Is an
42 participating in Eco Schools, public arts projects and charity activities. option likely to enhance or reduce such
= opportunities?
x = Across the Highland Council area demographics are such that it is necessary for the Council not only to
2 T have heed to the statutory requirements regarding the provision of transport to school in certain
GE? E specific circumstances related to distance and safety, but beyond that to take account of the nature of
s g any such journeys and. t.he time involved in making them. This is particularly important in the case of Does an aption impact on the nature of pupils’ daily
= small remote communities. X o
£ s trips to and from ?ch?ool and how does this impact on
:g i In this regard it is also important to take account of the fact that without special travelling/transport the Iocal community?
E E concessions or arrangements some pupils may have their ability to participate in after-schoal activities
3 curtailed.
= n

The government has encouraged councils to be as flexibie as possible in the provisian of pre-school | The combination of wrap around care with pre-
T education and child-care in order that parents/guardians who wish to continue working, or to return to | school and ante-pre-schoal provision  allows
= - work or enter education or training can be enabled to do so. The availability of extended day and | increased opportunities for parents/carers to
E E extended year child-care in a community can make a significant difference to the employability and | continue working, return to work, or to access
g
2

Planned

Housing
Developments

In considering any realignment of the school estate it is important to take account of the {atest
information regarding Planned Housing Developments and to ensure that as accurate a calculation as
possible is made of the likely impact on school roll numbers for the foreseeable future. Equally parents
considering @ move Into a “new” area are likely to have regard to both the quality and proximity of
schooling for their chiidren.

The existence of a local school in a community can
have a bearing on the decision of families to move
into the area. Would an option have a positive or
negative impact in this regard?
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Rational underlying the criteria/factors agreed during the workshop.

“Beyond the School” Group of factors

indicator Explanation of Indicator
There are a number of examples across Scotland of the co-location of a number of agencies on the
same campus as a school. In some circumstances they make economic sense particularly when
separately the viability of the service in the community, located discretely would be in question. In
other circumstances they can prove to be beneficial in providing a one-stop-shop for a number of
services for the local community at one convenient location,

Opportunities for
Co-location with
other bodies

In any proposed reconfiguration of services these opportunities should jdeaily be explored.

Description Agreed with Head Teachers during

Workshaop

Co-location of front line services can present
opportunities for social benefits and efficiencies,
Does an option allow ideas for co-location to be
considered and developed?
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