INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Scottish Natural Heritage
Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba

All of nature for all of Scotland
Nadar air fad airson Alba air fad

Simon Hindson

The Highland Council

Planning and Development Service
Glenurquhart Road

Inverness

V3 5NX

Sent via Scottish Government SEA Gateway — SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Our Ref: CNS/SEA/00793
11 January 2013

Dear Mr Hindson

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005:
The Highland Council - A Strategic Masterplan for Nairn South - Screening
Determination

| refer to your screening consultation submitted on 20 December 2012 via the
Scottish Government SEA Gateway in respect of the above plan.

In accordance with Section 9(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act
2005, SNH has considered your screening report using the criteria set out in
Schedule 2 for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment. We
agree that the above Plan is not likely to have significant environmental effects.

Further comments are detailed in Annex 1. Annex 2 provides a list of information
that would be helpful to receive at the scoping stage.

Please note that this consultation response provides a view solely on the potential
for the plan or programme to have significant environmental effects. We cannot
comment on whether or not the plan or programme meets other criteria determining
the need for SEA as set out in the Act.

Scottish Natural Heritage, Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, Ross-shire. IV15 9XB
Tel: 01349 865333 Fax: 01349 865609 Website: www.snh.gov.uk

Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba, Slighe Fodhraitidh, Pairc Gniomhachas Inbhir Pheofharain, Inbhir Pheofharain,

Siorrachd Rois. IV15 9XB
Fon: 01349 865333 Facs: 01349 865609 Larach-lin: www.snh.gov.uk
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Should you wish to discuss this screening determination, please do not hesitate to
contact Nathan McLaughlan on Nathan.mclaughlan@snh.gov.uk or via SNH’s SEA
Gateway at sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk

Yours sincerel

eorge Hogg
Area Manager, South Highland
George.hogg@snh.gov.uk

Ecopy: hssea.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk ; sea gateway@snh.gov.uk ;
sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk
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ANNEX 2
COMMENTS ON INFORMATION HELPFUL AT THE SCOPING STAGE

In making scoping requests, Responsible Authorities are encouraged to provide the following
information:

1 Context
a The Plan
¢ Plan name, area covered, period covered, timescales for preparation
e Legal requirement for plan
e Plan purpose, subject and proposed objectives
¢ Relationship with other relevant Plans and Programmes

b The Area

e Summary of existing environmental problems in the area/sector covered by the plan
or programme and relevant aspects of the current state of the environment

o Summary of likely future changes to environment without the plan

¢ Environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected by the plan
or programme

e Relationship with existing environmental objectives relevant to the plan or
programme. These may be European objectives set by Directives, national
objectives set by legislation or policy, or they may be local/regional objectives

2. Scope
a Scope and Level of Detail
e Summary of the environmental issues to be considered in the Environmental Report
with justifications
¢ Summary of any environmental issues not to be considered in the Environmental
Report with justifications
e Summary of the proposed level of detail of assessment — e.g. will the assessment
focus on very detailed policies in the plan, or just strategic objectives?

b Alternatives & Mitigation
e Where possible, a summary of intended approach to assessing alternatives (e.g.
type and scale of alternatives that may be assessed)
o Where possible, the proposed approach for identification of mitigation

3. Methods
a Assessment Method
¢ A brief summary of the proposed approach to the assessment which might include:
Summary of existing work to date
Proposed (draft) SEA objectives
Proposed approach to assessment including use of SEA objectives
Proposed (draft) indicators

4. Next Steps

a Consultation
o Proposed consultation period for the Environmental Report
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