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1. Introduction
This Briefing Note presents information on the number of new homes built in Highland over the 
decade ending in December 2017 to help monitor progress of housebuilding in the Highland Council 
area.

2. Highland Overview
The chart below shows that the numbers of new homes completed are seasonal, and that there has 
been a marked decline from 1,592 recorded in 2008 to a low of 748 in 2016. The total of 870 for 2017 
represents a 15.5% increase on the previous year.

In the previous 9 years – the Inverness and Nairn area wards have produced between 36% and 51% 
of the total for Highland completions. In 2017 the same geographic areas accounted for only 28% of 
total completions with a more even geographic spread of new house delivery identified across the 
Highland area. The map overleaf shows the number of new homes completed in each Ward during the 
2017 calendar year and the table that follows it, gives annual figures for the last decade. 

New House Completions 
in Highland to December 2017*

Summary
zz 870 new homes were completed in Highland during the 2017 calendar year.
zz This is an increase from 748 in 2016 (+15.5%) and compares with 857 in 2015 and 925 in 

2014.
zz Significant increases in annual completions when compared with recent years, in Fort 

William, Eilean a’ Cheò and Black Isle wards.
zz The lowest proportion (28%) of total completions for 10 years in the 8 wards making up 

the Inverness and Nairn areas.
zz Over the 10 years to date – 10179 new houses – averaging over 1000 per year have been 

delivered across the Highland Council area.
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3. Number of New Homes Completed by Ward, 2017 Calendar Year
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4. Housing Market Area (HMA) Totals
Lochaber HMA delivered more than double the previous year completions and the highest total since 
recording at this level of detail commenced in the year 2000. In 2017 Mid Ross HMA delivered its 
highest total for the last decade whilst Skye and Lochalsh has its highest completions level since 2011, 
Ross and Cromarty West delivered close to its own 7 year average of 36 new houses.

Inverness HMA delivered 213 completions compared to the the previous 5 year average of 335 and 9 
year average of 391 per year. Caithness delivered slightly higher than the previous 5 year average.

5. More Information
Monthly house completion information and 2017 based Housing Land Audit data (identifying the 
latest view of programmed completions) are available from our website.

*This is an updated version of this briefing note (v0.2) created on 13 June 2018 containing data and 
commentary corrected for historic errors in completion counting.
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