Local Access Forums Application Guidance
The Highland Council has a statutory duty to establish Access Forums in its area.

The Council has decided to create 6 Forums (strictly speaking “fora” but the Scottish Government prefer the former!). These will cover the following areas:

· Caithness

· Sutherland

· Ross and Cromarty

· Inverness and Nairn plus the Advie/Dava area of Badenoch which falls outwith the Cairngorm National Park boundary
· Lochaber, including part of Laggan

· Skye and Lochalsh

Local Access Forums are advisory bodies to the Council in its role as the Access Authority. They have no executive powers but will play an important consultative role on access related matters within their areas. These will include consultations on:

· Access Strategies
· Core Paths Plans
· Applications for access exemptions
· Application of the Scottish Outdoor Access Code
· Possible involvement in dispute resolution  

Each Forum will have 10 members plus 2 Highland Council member appointees.    
Appointments will last for 5 years and the non Council appointed members will be expected to fall into one of 4 groups.

· Land Owners or Land Managers – e.g. Estate Owners, Farmers, Crofters, Foresters
· Access Users – e.g. Walkers, Cyclists, Horse Riders, Canoeists
· Community Groups – e.g. Community Councils, Environmental Organisations, Local           Path Development Groups
· Disability Access Panel Representative
Members should ideally be resident in the area which they seek to represent and have a good familiarity with its geography and traditions. They may already be involved with path development or management of the access resource.
They should state which group they wish to represent and must have the endorsement from an office bearer of a body or organisation of which they are a member and which supports their appointment.

There will be a minimum of 2 meetings per annum and members will be entitled to claim reasonable travel expenses when on Forum business. 

Prospective members should outline in not less than 250 words what skills and experience they have to offer the Local Access Forum which they seek to represent.

