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Around 140,000 tonnes 
of waste are produced 
by Highland households 
and Highland Council 
Business Waste customers 
each year.
At present 43% of your waste 
is recycled.
The majority of the remaining 57% 
is currently destined for landfill. 

Highland’s 108,000 households receive 
fortnightly refuse collections.
Around 80% of Highland refuse is 
collected by our bin lorries.
Approximately 20% of your refuse 
comes into Highland Recycling Centres.

2. Refuse collection:

3. Bulking up for 
transportation:
Once it has been collected 
your refuse is taken 
directly to a landfill 
site or to 1 of 8 Transfer 
Stations in Highland.
Transfer Stations are 
used to hold and bulk up 
larger loads of refuse for 
more efficient transportation.

4. Transport to 
landfill sites:
Highland refuse is sent to 4 landfill sites 
located in Wick, Aviemore & Fort William 
within Highland or Stoneyhill in 
Aberdeen-shire.  

5. Landfilling 
your refuse:
83,000 tonnes of Highland refuse is 
landfilled each year.
The annual cost of transporting 
and landfilling Highland refuse 
is around £11 million.  

1. Your 
waste:

The current journey from collection to landfill
Your Refuse



Energy from Waste technologies convert waste, 
such as the Refuse Derived Fuel to be produced at 
the Longman Materials Recovery Facility, into 
useful forms of energy. Rather than being 
landfilled, the waste is cleanly and efficiently burnt 
at high temperatures to produce steam, which can 
then be used to generate heat or electricity.  
Energy from Waste plants are highly regulated and 
outputs from the process are carefully monitored 
and controlled.  There are currently over 300 
Energy from Waste plants operating throughout 
Europe. 

Energy from your Waste:
Refuse Derived Fuel from the Longman Materials Recovery 
  Facility will initially be used by Energy from Waste (EfW) 
  plants elsewhere in Scotland, the UK or Europe.
          In the long-term, construction of 
          an Energy from Waste (EfW) 
              facility at the 
              Longman site may 
              also be considered.

Your refuse
is a resource:
At Energy from Waste facilities, 
Refuse Derived Fuel from the Longman 
MRF  can be used to produce energy 
and heat, recovering value 
from resources.

Baling and wrapping
Once processed, the Refuse Derived Fuel 
will be compacted and wrapped 
into bales to aid efficient 
handling and transportation.

Producing 
Refuse Derived Fuel:

At the Materials Recovery Facility your 
refuse will be shredded, screened and sorted to remove some 
recyclable material to produce Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF).

The Longman Materials Recovery Facility:
From 2021 all Highland refuse will be 
transported to the Longman Materials 
Recovery Facility (MRF) rather than being landfilled.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:
By continuing to reduce, reuse and 
 recycle as much as possible, we can all 
  contribute towards better waste 
   management in Highland. By 2021 
    the way we dispose of your refuse 
     will also change for the better.

Reclaiming value from your waste
The Longman Materials Recovery Facility
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Refuse Derived Fuel is a resource produced from refuse (the waste you cannot recycle in 
your blue bin) which can be used in thermal treatment facilities including Energy from 
Waste plants, to generate electricity and heat.  To produce Refuse Derived Fuel some 
non-combustible and recyclable material first needs to be removed from your waste.  
 
When refuse arrives at the Longman Materials Recovery Facility the waste will be 
inspected and larger items of non-target material will be removed.   Following bag 
splitting/shredding, recyclable material will be recovered from the waste stream using 
mechanised screening and sorting methods. For example, ferrous metals will be removed 
using magnets, whilst an Eddy Current Separator will remove non-ferrous metals (such as 
aluminium, copper, lead, tin and brass).  Rigid plastics (such as tubs, pots and trays) are 
also expected to account for a significant proportion of the material that will be recovered 
for recycling.  Once processed the RDF material will be compacted into dense bales and 
wrapped to prepare it for transportation and use in Energy from Waste plants elsewhere 
in Scotland, the UK or Europe. 

Materials Recovery Facilities are specialist premises where waste is processed to 
recover valuable resources.  Some facilities are designed to sort large volumes of 
mixed recyclables (for example, the items in your blue bin) into separate material 
streams before they are sold for recycling. Others, such as the proposed Longman 
Materials Recovery Facility, specialise in reclaiming value from your refuse by 
producing Refuse Derived Fuel.

WHY WILL HIGHLAND WASTE NO LONGER BE LANDFILLED?

WHAT IS A MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (MRF)?

WHAT IS ENERGY FROM WASTE (EfW)?

WHAT IS REFUSED DERIVED FUEL (RDF) AND HOW IS IT PRODUCED?
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recycle for Highland
ath-chuairtich airson na Gàidhealtachd

Changing the Way Your Refuse is Managed 

A ban commencing on the 1st of January 2021 will prohibit the Highland Council 
from disposing of household and business waste in landfill.  The ban is one of a 
number of measures set out in the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 to promote 
more sustainable resource use and waste management throughout Scotland. 
 
Landfilling refuse is financially costly, wastes valuable land and material 
resources and requires careful engineering, managing and monitoring to limit 
negative environmental impacts.  Reducing, reusing and recycling as much waste 
as possible will continue to be the most effective ways to manage Highland waste.  
However, the 2021 landfill ban also requires a new 
approach to managing Highland refuse. The 
Longman Materials Recovery Facility will play a 
significant role in helping the Highland Council to meet 
this commitment, providing an opportunity for your 
refuse to become a valuable resource instead of being 
landfilled.
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Indicative Planning
Application boundary

 Extent of current waste
site boundary. 87.3ha

You are here

Stadium Road

Site Location
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Approaching Inverness Strategy and Design Guide

The site is at a key gateway into Inverness and therefore care should be taken regarding the design, layout
and particularly the frontage of the wider Longman Landfill onto the A9.  Likely to be further addressed and
refined as part of future Development Brief.

A9/A82 Longman Junction Improvement Scheme

Transport Scotland's assessment of options for grade separation is currently underway with the preferred
junction arrangement expected to be announced in early 2019.

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan IN8 & IN13

Woodland retention to provide wind stable tree belt and screen to A9.

Extract of the Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan 2015

Local Development Plans are available from

www.highland.gov.uk

Also refer to Highland-wide Local Development Plan policies 5 and 70

Further details are available from

www.transport.gov.scot

Strategy and Design Plan is available from

www.highland.gov.uk

Local Development Plan is available from

www.highland.gov.uk

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan, Site IN8 Former

Longman Landfill: Area (ha): 19.9 Uses: Business, Industrial,
Non-residential institutional, Temporary Stop Site for Travellers.
Requirements: The Council will produce a masterplan/ development
brief which it will adopt as Supplementary Guidance.  This will address:
woodland retention to provide wind stable tree belt depth and visual
screen to A9; access and active travel linkages; flood risk assessment
(may affect developable area); land for Class 4,5,6 and 10 uses only;
demonstration of no adverse effect on the integrity of the Inner Moray
Firth SPA and Ramsar as a result of disturbance to or pollution of the
SPA or adjacent bird feeding and roosting areas linked to the SPA.

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan,

Site IN13 Former Longman Landfill: Area (ha): 18.8 Uses: Industry.
Requirements: Particularly suited to waste management facilities including an
Energy from Waste facility.  Otherwise safeguarded for use Classes 5 and 6.
The Council will produce a masterplan/development brief which it will adopt as
Supplementary Guidance.  This will address: the need to minimise landfill gas
and other risks including pipeline corridors; remediation of other contaminated
areas; no net detriment to strategic road network capacity; retention of sufficient
existing woodland to provide a wind stable tree line and visual screen to the A9;
other natural heritage issues (see detail below).  Any proposal must also
demonstrate: no adverse effect on the integrity of the Moray Firth SAC by the
submission with any application of a Piling Method Statement (in accordance with
JNCC guidance); no adverse effect on the integrity of the Inner Moray Firth SPA
and Ramsar as a result of disturbance to or pollution of the SPA or adjacent bird
feeding and roosting areas linked to the SPA.

Local Development Plan

A9 Longman Junction Improvements
City Region Deal Project

www.highland.gov.uk/cityregiondeal

Land remediation - Longman

The ultimate purpose of this initiative is to carry out land remediation and site servicing works to
release the site for development.  This would address lack of availability of appropriate land to meet
the needs of both small and medium size businesses and the needs of larger inward investment
companies.  Encouraging employment uses to ensure the continued economic growth and success of
Inverness.  This business case is for site investigation works only.  A pre-condition for the land
remediation is site investigations that will take a year.

Latest position

ERS Ltd has been appointed by us to carry out site investigations and gas monitoring on the site.
Once we have received the results of the site investigations report we will prepare a detailed business
case for the UK and Scottish Government to consider for taking forward the necessary land
remediation and site servicing.

Deal Funding: £10m UK Government
Project Lead: Allan Maguire

Land remediation

Both Governments are committed to ensuring an adequate supply of economic development land and
the Inverness and Highland City Region Deal includes a commitment to support land remediation to
the east of the A9/A82 Longman junction.
The current industrial estate in the Longman area of Inverness is at capacity with no space to expand.
Once the Longman junction improvements are achieved and land remediation work has been
undertaken, land will become available for industrial and commercial development.  Subject to
approval of a robust business case, the UK Government will provide up to £10m to support land
remediation to the east of the A9/A82 Longman junction.
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