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Aim: The objective of this report is to illustrate the demand and need for additional tourist 
accommodation (overnight serviced parking site) at South Bonar with associated evidence 
communicated in a timeline manner.  

 
Timeline: 

 

Timeframe Operational Demand Strategy 
Evidence  

Details 

2014 Community and Business 
Consultation for the 
development of the Kyle of 
Sutherland Document (Part 1) 

Consultation of local community and businesses completed by Scottish Busines 
Solutions. The document highlights tourism as an ‘essential and important’ 
area. Consultees ranked tourism within the Kyle of Sutherland for highest priority 
(93.9%). Refer to evidence 1.1.  
South Bonar development addresses the feedback (refer to evidence 1.2) 
received in consultation by: 

• Optimising the aesthetic by ensuring fully operated maintenance plan. 
• Implementing improved community tourism signage. 
• Installing e-Bike Charging Points and encourage sustainable cycling 

tourism. 
• Offering affordable accommodation for self-contained units.  
• Providing facilities for an overnight serviced parking site. 

2015 NC500 Established Kyle of Sutherland area is situated 10 miles (20 minutes) inland from the 
NC500 route.  

2015 Heart of Sutherland Tourism 
Initiative Established  

Local tourism organisation and initiative Heart of Sutherland Tourism (HOST) 
established in 2015. It has over 80 member businesses. 

2018 Bonar Bridge Regeneration ‘for 
The Future’ Document 

Bonar Bridge Business group developed Bonar Bridge Regeneration for the 
Future document which highlights the desire and pressure for an overnight 
serviced parking site. Refer to evidence 2.1 and 2.2. 

2018 Creich Community Locality Plan 
and Appendixes  

Community consultation for Creich Community Council area conducted in 2018 
identified further engagement for development of the site at South Bonar. The 
locality plans also states that ‘Work and Local’ economy are major areas of 
concern for local people. Promoting tourism is a key way to boost economy.  
Refer to evidence 3.1 and 3.2. 

2018 Ardgay Community Locality 
Plan and Appendixes   

Community consultation for Ardgay & District Community Council area 
conducted in 2018 discovered further support for Motorhome hook ups at 
‘Stonehenge’ (also known as South Bonar). Refer to evidence 4.1 and 4.2.  

2020 User Survey Analysis of current users on site over a week. Refer to evidence 5.1. 
2020 Photographs Photographic evidence of current demand. Refer to evidence 5.2. 
2020 Community Voice (Social 

Media Response) 
Evidence of local and wider community support. Refer to evidence 5.3. 
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Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence 1.1 | Community and Business Consultation for the development of the Kyle of Sutherland Document (Part 1), Page 18/19 

 
Evidence 1.2 | Community and Business Consultation for the development of the Kyle of Sutherland Document (Part 1), Page 22 
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Evidence 2.1 | Bonar Bridge Regeneration for the Future document, Page 4 

 
Evidence 2.2| Bonar Bridge Regeneration for the Future document, Page 5 
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Evidence 3.1 | Creich Community Locality Plan, Page 24 
 

Evidence 3.2 | Creich Community Locality Plan, Page 16 
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Evidence 4.2 | Ardgay Community Locality Plan Appendix, Page 57 

Evidence 4.1 | Ardgay Community Locality Plan, Page 3 
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2020 Current Tourist Demand | Operational Evidence  

Survey | Evidence 5.1 

A User Survey was carried out daily (8am each morning) for the duration of a focused period in 
August. The survey allowed for further understanding of the operational demand including 
considerations of date, day, weather conditions, type, and total of accommodation units. 

The below graph illustrates the number of self-contained accommodation vehicle units parked 
overnight at currently un-serviced ‘South Bonar’ site for free of charge focusing on week beginning 
24th August 2020 for five days.  

The statistics show a daily break down, weekly total of 48 units and average of 9.6 units per night. 

As an overview, the results demonstrate that there is a need for overnight serviced parking site 
within the Kyle of Sutherland and the tourist demand is evidenced.   
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Photographic | Evidence 5.2 

The photographic evidence conveys the continuation of the current operational demand between 
seasonal transition phases, the evidence above illustrates a stable demand over a 25-day period at 
‘South Bonar’.  

Community Voice | Evidence 5.3 

Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust published a Facebook Press Release to ensure community 
needs are heard and convey aspirational vision for South Bonar. The Press Release was also 
published in Autumn/Winter 2020 community publication, named Kyle Chronicle (delivered to 
every household within the Kyle of Sutherland).   

Link: South Bonar, Bonar Bridge Tourism Infrastructure Development Facebook Post  

The below statistics (last updated 23rd September 2020) summarise the local and wider community 
support for the need of serviced site at South Bonar:  

Emails | 7 
Facebook Shares | 30 
Facebook Comments | 69 
Facebook Likes | 269 
Facebook Post Reach (Views) | 28,424  
Facebook Post Engagement | 4,598  

 

https://www.facebook.com/254692274550220/posts/3697573213595425/?extid=GIpB3strDbMg7qoN&d=n
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Highlighted Comments 

• “I would just like to commend you on your forward thinking attitude. As many have said 
recently campervan users on the whole are responsible people who just want to enjoy the 
outdoors and leave overnight stop overs as they found them, sometimes even better. We do 
use camp sites but aren’t really fond of sitting in a field in a regimented row, looking at 
nothing. These sites are normally distant from the local town/village and it’s businesses so 
that we either have to self cater or eat at the site. We much prefer to spend our money in 
local cafes and pubs. This is why we travel every year to France and Germany because 
they cater so well with their aires but I would much rather travel in my own beautiful country 
and spend my money in the UK to help us recover from this disastrous year, given the 
same facilities available abroad.” 

• “As a very responsible campervan owner, it is fantastic to see such forward thinking, & that 
those who want the freedom to travel around instead of staying on campsites are being 
catered for & welcomed! It has been gutting to witness the irresponsible minority ruin areas 
of our beautiful country with their mindless waste disposal whilst day-tripping or camping 
off-grid! I truly believe this is the way forward & I hope more areas follow your lead! I look 
forward to visiting & supporting the shops/eateries/visitor attractions in the area!” 
 

Conclusion:  

The evidence over the last six years (2014 – 2020) determines and illustrates the requirement and 
desire for overnight serviced parking site at South Bonar, as illustrated for operational need from key 
stakeholders: local community and tourists.  


