North Highland Vision: Action Plan v1 – June 2011

This action plan deals primarily with land use planning issues and complements or takes forward, rather than duplicates, other strands of work being carried out by the Council and other agencies relating to development of the marine renewable energy resource in North Highland. It is making a practical contribution towards ensuring a coordinated planning approach to the delivery of on-shore development for the marine renewables industry in North Highland.

10 key action points are set out below. The aim of the action plan is to provide a clear framework for delivery by showing timescales, who will drive forward pieces of work and other partners involved; however it does not attempt to list everyone that could ultimately be involved such as Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd (DSRL), Skills Development Scotland, Caithness Chamber of Commerce and the North Highland Initiative. The Council will seek agreement from partners that they will contribute to delivery of the actions.
The Council intends to finalise this Action Plan by working with partner organisations including Caithness and North Sutherland Regeneration Partnership to ensure that the proposals fit well with their work streams and working arrangements.  
Key:

THC 


The Highland Council 

HIE 


Highlands & Islands Enterprise

OIC


Orkney Islands Council

Key Agencies 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Transport Scotland, Historic Scotland

CNSRP

Caithness & North Sutherland Regeneration Partnership
NDA    


Nuclear Decommissioning Authority

DSRL


Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd

	
	Action 


	Timescale
	Description
	Lead Agency
	Other Partners

	1
	Business and industrial land audit 
	Summer 2011
	Update and Review the Caithness and North Sutherland Business and Industrial Land Audit for 2011.

 
	THC 
	HIE

	2
	Call for Sites 
	Summer/Autumn 2011
	Carry out a “Call for sites” exercise for business and industrial sites which will be capable of supporting the development of marine renewables and take forward through preparation of Supplementary Guidance.


	THC 
	HIE

Renewables industry

Landowners
Key Agencies

	3
	Enterprise Zones
	Summer 2011 onwards
	Work closely with Scottish Government on the implementation of a marine-renewable related Enterprise Zone in Caithness (or as part of a Highland-wide Renewables Zone).


	HIE
	THC 
Scottish Government

CNSRP

NDA

DSRL

	4
	Delivering Development
	2011/2012
	Continued use and promotion of the pre-application advice service.
Efficient determination of planning applications through the use of Processing Agreements and agreed timelines for delivery.  

Investigate opportunities for joint working arrangements with Orkney Islands Council/ sharing of expertise and resources.

Implement the protocol for handling planning applications for small businesses.

Pursue broadband provision to support economic growth


	THC 
	Key Agencies
OIC 

Developers

CNSRP

NDA

DSRL

	5
	Siting and Design Guidance 
	2012
	Draft Supplementary Guidance to address the location, siting and design considerations of the onshore requirements related to marine renewable energy developments. 

Pursue potential for joint working with Orkney Islands Council on broad siting and design principles.


	THC
	HIE
OIC

Key Agencies

	6
	Masterplan for Scrabster/ Thurso West 


	2011/2012
	Provide an updated development framework for Scrabster and West Thurso, taking into account recent development and infrastructure constraints.

	THC
	HIE

Landowners Scrabster Harbour Trust
Key Agencies

	7
	Masterplan for Wick Harbour and Lower Pulteneytown
	2011/2012
	Provide an updated development framework for Wick Harbour and Lower Pulteneytown, taking into account recent development, regeneration opportunities and infrastructure constraints. 

	THC
	HIE

Key Agencies
Landowners

Wick Harbour Authority 

	8
	Community Benefit
	2011/2012
	Deliver Community Benefits from marine renewables for North Highland in line with Highland Council community benefit policy.

	THC
	Developers

	9
	Housing Demand Assessment 
	2012
	An audit of projected housing needs to meet demand from marine energy, offshore wind and grid upgrades to include analysis of the type and tenure required and location preference. 

	THC
	HIE

	10
	Promotion of Caithness and North Sutherland 
	Ongoing
	Targeted marketing to support potential investment in the energy sector.
	HIE
	THC
Caithness Chamber of Commerce

CNSRP


