
How to Read and Use the Plan 
This Local Plan (as continued in force) must be read in conjunction with the Highland-wide 
Local Development Plan (HwLDP). The HwLDP contains the Spatial Strategy, Vision and all 
general policy against which development proposals will be assessed. General policies 
within the Highland-wide Local Development Plan can found in Sections 18 to 23 (inc).  
 

Wester Ross Local Plan (as continued in force) 
The adopted Highland-wide Local Development Plan replaced the Highland Structure Plan 
(March 2001) (except within the Cairngorms National Park) and updates/supersedes the 
“general policies” of the existing adopted Local Plans. In order to retain the other elements of 
the existing adopted Local Plans (including but not limited to; site allocations, settlement 
development areas not covered by the Highland-wide Local Development Plan and site 
specific policies) a Parliamentary Order was laid before Scottish Parliament on 16th March 
2012 to enable these elements to remain in force to the extent so specified as required by 
Schedule 1 of The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 As Amended. The Order 
is called The Town and Country Planning (Continuation in force of Local Plans) (Highland) 
(Scotland) Order 2012 and came into force on 1st April 2012. 
 
The elements of the adopted Local Plans which remain in force are included within the 
Retention Schedule as contained in Appendix 7 of the Highland-wide Local Development 
Plan. These retained elements of local plans will remain retained until the time a new area 
Local Development Plan is prepared covering that area. At that time the retained elements of 
the local plan will no longer be part of the Development Plan. 
 
The Retained Elements of the Plan are contained in the following sections of this document, 
the original Local Plan documents have been redacted to remove or shade out sections of 
text no longer in force. The continued in force parts of the Plan remain with the HwLDP 
providing the general policy context for these sections of text and mapping. 
 

Habitats Regulation Appraisal and 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
For the Order to be passed it had to be clear that the retained elements of the adopted local 
plans have met the requirements of European Community Law with respect to Habitats 
Regulation Appraisal (HRA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment. The Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal (HRA) considers all the policies and proposals of the adopted local 
plans which are intended to be retained in force. The Plan must be read alongside the HRA. 
 

Provisions of Local Plan Map(s) as continued in force 
The provisions of the Proposals Map (including any inset contained in or accompanying it 
and the policies and proposals shown on such inset) and related notations, referencing and 
explanatory text, only to the extent to which those provisions show, illustrate or explain any 
provision of the local plan which is continued in force by the Parliamentary Order* and as 
detailed in the Retention Schedule. 
  



The Retention Schedule (extract) below lists the retained elements to the area Local Plan. 

Wester Ross Local Plan (Adopted: 29 June 2006) 
Provisions of Wester 

Ross Local Plan to 

continue in force 

Limitations and exclusions 

1. The provisions of the Written Statement contained in— 

Chapter 9 (general 
policies) 

Only the provisions of paragraph 8 (development 
factors) of policy 4 (other development considerations) 
and the final paragraph of Policy 4 to the extent to which 
it relates to that paragraph. 

2. The provisions of the 
Proposals Map (including 
any inset contained in or 
accompanying it and the 
policies and proposals 
shown on such inset) and 
related notations, 
referencing and 
explanatory text 

Only to the extent to which those provisions show, 
illustrate or explain any provision of the local plan which 
is continued in force by this Order. 
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Retention 14




