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Dear Mr Archibald,

As requested in your letter of 16/11/09 | hereby set out the Nevis Partnership’s response to the subjects
identified by the reporter.

1. Subjectl - What are the sites currently allocated for in the adopted Lochaber Local Plan and has
planning permission been granted already?

No comment
2. What, if any, provisions of the structure plan are relevant to the consideration of these proposals?

MU 16 lies wholly within the National Scenic Area and we wish to reinforce the fact that the NSA designation is
not second tier in the planning procedure and is an importance designation for Glen Nevis. NSAs are
recognised by SNH as being no less important than National Parks in terms of their scenic value; it is essential
that they should not be regarded as a second tier of designation.

The allocation contradicts National Planning policy and European directives — specifically the relevant Planning
Advice Notes, Supplementary Planning Policy Guidance and the housing and environmental references in the
National Planning Policy Guidelines.

SNH advises that: like National Parks, NSAs should be considered as a natural heritage designation of the
highest national standing, identifying the national interest in the scenic qualities of the area, and they should
therefore command many of the same tools for regulating development and land use change and encouraging
positive management.
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