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ROADS AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

FLOOD PREVENTION POLICY 
 

The Council’s general policy on Flood Prevention Maintenance and assessment was 
agreed at the Roads and Transport Services Committee of 11/06/97. 
 
The general policy is as follows:- 
 
1. Assessment 
 
1.1 It is proposed that formal assessments are carried out by a member of staff in 

Network Management with close involvement of Area staff.  These 
assessments will be prioritised as follows:- 

 
 a Know areas of flooding 
 b Urban areas, in order of size of population and possible risk of flooding 
 c Rural areas, in order of possible risk of flooding 
 
1.2 The assessments shall be carried out when resources permit.  Given the 

magnitude of the task the requirement to carry out the assessments “from 
time to time” is likely to lead to the intervals between assessments to be 
several years.  It is also unlikely that all the watercourses that require to be 
assessed will be completed in less than 3 years. 

 
1.3 SEPA have responsibilities to also carry out formal assessments.  Co-

operation between the Council and SEPA will be instigated to reduce 
duplication of effect. 

 
2 Works 
 
2.1 Where the need for work is identified by the assessment process then the 

works will be carried out in order of priority within available resources.  
Prioritisation will consider the following:- 

 
 a Where there is risk to life. 
 b Where there is risk to property which shall be prioritised in the order of 

residential premises; commercial premises; residential land; 
commercial land. 

 c Areas of denser population will be given higher priority than single 
residences. 
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2.2 The prioritisation will take into account the frequency of the risk.  Flood 
frequencies are expressed in terms of statistical return periods which are 
expressed in terms of 1 in 5 years, 1 in 20 years return periods, etc.  These 
indicate that a 1 in 20 year flood is likely to occur, once during a 20 year 
period. 

 
 However with all statistical analysis the actual occurrence of flooding may be 

more or less frequent than the prediction.  There is also no method of 
predicting when a 1 in 20 year flood may occur - the lower the return period, 
the higher the risk of flooding. 

 
2.3 The prioritisation will take into account the possible magnitude of the effects of 

a flood event. 
 
2.4 Works will be carried out when resources are available. 
 
3 Formal Flood Prevention Schemes 
 
 Where the assessment identifies a potential problem which will not be 

alleviated solely by works under Section 2 of ‘The Flood Prevention (Scotland) 
Act 1961’, but would be alleviated by a formal flood prevention scheme, the 
feasibility of such a scheme will be investigated with a view to considering 
such a scheme in the Service capital Expenditure Plan. 

 
4 Review 
 
4.1 In consideration that these are new duties imposed on the Council, it is 

proposed to review this strategy at suitable intervals as necessary. 
 
 At the meeting of the Roads and Transport Services Committee on 27/08/97, 

the minutes of the Roads and Transport Strategy Group of 19/06/97 were 
agreed which included the following policy:- 

 
• Procure flood prevention works only for residential properties and 

public roads. 
 

• Allocate capital and revenue funds to flood prevention schemes within 
the budget constraints imposed on the Service, along with adequate 
resources to procure schemes within the required timescale, taking into 
account the Statutory requirements. 

 
• Maintain flood prevention schemes constructed by The Highland 

Council or the previous authority, but not those constructed by other 
parties except where failure to do so would threaten property. 

 
• Make discretionary contributions to flood prevention works procured by 

others as deemed appropriate in order to procure flood prevention 
works. 
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• Those parties promoting Flood Prevention schemes be informed of the 
Council’s inability to fund their schemes in view of the restricted 
availability of capital expenditure and the schemes already 
programmed in order that alternative funds could be investigated by 
them. 
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WATERCOURSE REFERENCE SCHEDULE 
(To be reviewed and updated as required) 
AREA: INVERNESS 
 
Reference 
No. 

Watercourse Location Origin Grid 
Ref. 

Outfall Grid 
Ref. 

Priority Comments Date File Opened 

I/1 River Ness Weirs at Dochfour to Moray 
Firth 

2612 8395 2660 8470 3 Known flooding at Ness 
Bank.  High river levels and 
high tides known to cause 
flooding at Douglas Row. 

Ongoing 

I/2 Holm Burn Loch Ashie to River Ness 2638 8359 2644 8422 2 Propping of Holm Bridge on 
the B862 has been modified 
and is now less susceptible 
to flooding. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/3 Lochardil 
Burn 

Balmore of Leys to Lodge 
Road, Inverness 

2668 8406 2679 8432 1 Flooding of 5 houses several 
times in last four years, 
Drumdevan Road. 

May 2001 
Photographs only 

I/4 Slackbuie Lower Slackbuie to 11 
Green Drive, Inverness 

2672 8421 2669 8428 1 2 houses flooded opposite 
Green Drive. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/5 Ault na skiah East of Leys castle to River 
Ness 

2687 8412 2665 8441 1 Known flooding of 12 Lodge 
Road. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/6 Druid Burn Druid Temple to 20 Heather 
Road, Inverness 

2688 8421 2680 8437 1 Flooding of Sir Walter Scott 
Drive/Old Edinburgh 
roundabout due to culvert 
blockages. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/7 Mill Burn 
West 

Parks to rear of 28 Grebe 
Avenue, Inverness 

2690 8426 2680 8436 1 Known flooding to several 
houses once in last 6 years. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/8 
 
 

Mill Burn Milton of Leys to Moray 
Firth 

2698 8418 2684 8459 1 Houses at end of Diriebught 
Road flooded several times 
over the years. 

July 2001 
Photographs only 

I/9 
 

Dell Burn Inshes Smallholdings to A9 2695 8434 2688 8454 3 Major realignment at 
A9/Raigmore in 2003 after 
September 2002 heavy 
flooding 

Ongoing: 2005 to 
2009 Photographs, 
Observations, 
Reports 
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Reference 
No. 

Watercourse Location Origin Grid 
Ref. 

Outfall Grid 
Ref. 

Priority Comments Date File Opened 

I/10 Scretan Burn Woodlands Place to 
Cradlehall Farm Drive 

27035  84387 26984  84475 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/11 Muckovie 
Burn 

Culloden Road at 
Cradlehall Park to Caulfield 
Road North 

27072  84429 27043  84492 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/12 Tower Burn Culloden Road at the 
Tower to Cranmore Drive  , 
Smithton 

27148  84423 27082  84542 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance - upgraded in 
2007/2008 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/13 Smithton 
Burn 

Woodside of Culloden to 
Keppoch Road 

27213  84441 27144  84598 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance/upgrade 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/14 Culloden 
Burn North 

Keppoch Road to Milton of 
Culloden Smallholdings 

27165  84655 27116  84687 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/15 Culloden 
Burn West 

Culloden Wood to Keppoch 
Road 

27218  84563 27165  84653 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/16 Culloden 
Burn South 

Culloden Wood to Keppoch 
Road 

27271  84596 27166  84654 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance – part 
upgraded in 2004 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/17 
 

Culloden 
Burn East 

Moraypark Gardens to 
Keppoch Road 

27266  84611 27180  84665 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

I/18 Fiddler’s 
Burn 

Torris Road to Barn Church 
Road, Balloch 

27336  84673 27294  84729 3 Ongoing inspection and 
maintenance - upgraded in 
2004 

2004: Last 
inspected July ’09 * 

 
                                                                                                                                                                            *Photographs/observations 
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ROUTINE FLOOD ASSESSMENT CHECK CHART 
  
 

   YEAR:  2001 
 

Watercourse 
Ref 

Watercourse Assessment 
Requirement 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

C1 Dunbeath Water 
Portormin Rd 

Biennial             
C2A Wick River 

Safeway Car 
Park 

Annual             
C2B Wick River 

Distillery Lade 
Annual             

C3 Castletown East 
(Unknown) 

Biennial             
C4 Castletown West  

(Unknown) 
Biennial             

C5A Thurso River 
(Thurso) 

Annual             
C5B Thurso River 

(Gerston) 
Biennial             

C5C Thurso River 
(Braal) 

Biennial             
Key:  Assessment due and date: 
 Assessment due and date:   Assessment complete 

 Assessment Complete   

     
 
Note: All assessment records shall be filed in the appropriate Watercourse Reference File. 
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WATERCOURSE ASSESSMENT RECORD 
 
Watercourse: 
 
Watercourse Ref: 
 

Wick River 
 
C2B Pulteney Distillery Lade 

Section under assessment: 
 
From: 
To: 
 

 
 
3195,9677 
3202, 9682 

Date: 
 

5 October 2001 

Assessment Officer: 
 

I Moncrieff 

Reason for Assessment: 
 
 
 
 

Annual inspection 

Observations: 
(Note this to include 
comment on all:- 
a Structures/culverts 
b Debris/Location/Nature 
c Vegetation Growth) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The lade appears heavily overgrown with vegetation.  The stilling pond 
upstream is overgrown and the outfall sluice gate has collapsed.  However, 
the burn does flow past the remains of the gate freely. 
 
The culvert beneath Roxburgh Road is approx. running 50% full after heavy 
rain (although heavy it wasn’t considered to be the annual rain fall event).   
 
Screen at the distillery is free of debris. 

Recommendations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lade should be monitored closely.  Any works will need permission of 
distillery as they abstract water. 

 


