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Avoch 1904

Local Landscape Character Types:

L Awch Villge

16 Op Farmad Slpes Wit Ocsionsl il (FEF)
Je Encnd st Farnland {FEF)

14 Opn Farmed S (FEF)

Background

18" Cencury from three sparace secclemens; Seatown, Kiktown and
Milcown. Planned expansion on  gridicon ayout o the cas began i the
euly 19° Centuy, when the asbour was buil. Laer inthe same cencury
e High Strct acqird is small cown commercal charscrer, Cortages
i i g, mny o which i gl i o 197
Comry v i of e vilge s o cnsrion
g 198, Ftin s g bt
& focal poine, alchougl many boses use ocher pores a their main bsc,
Avoch is 3 papulse commaring base fo Invernes




Characeee Type 1 Village

A typica Enclosd Fieeh stclmentsiuated whete the seep-sided vally

of the Avoch Burn cucs chrough higher ground to join che Moray Firch,

forming a smll dels, The orginal compact lnes core of ehe ville

elaes secomgly to ch fishing harbour, and to the narrow rised beach
I, backed by

sround.  More recent 20° Cencury development has excended inlind

upstzeam along the vally boctom,constrained by ising ground to norch

and south. Wiehin the core, eaditonsllow coreages line the fieh shore
2

“The A832 forms che main thoroughfae running ast-vese through the
illge, linking Bridge Stree and High Seece, with smlle scrects and
s lesding fom e climbing chesecep inclins out o the glen. The v

memoril sdjacen t che 4832 at the western e o the villge,and the

andmarks. Ocber important budings and seruccures include » school,
mimusicy centee, scone hasbout wall, small beidge, shop and garage
e cye i continully drawn o the firh,and there s o open views
averehe villagefrom the hillop o ¢he norhease

Key Characterisies

 Moray Firt frms fcs o extoral i fom re ot .

« Strung eativabip bt sl Lol avd rginl stlement o,

* Consration e with fing brbsarand god cxamples o aspied 19°
Em—_— —————

Characeee Type 1b Open Farmed Slopes with Occasions
Shelerbelss

s ey nldes he e o 1 he sohwo of e
cast,and b

by seep groun
R v . e oty s e o s
arc cven and convex. The characterisic landcover is  mix of arsble

e, ce few vetialelements e distneeive and promiea. They include
ingle lnes of marore deciduous cces forming ficld boundarics in the
north,and  dense beech hedge adjacene o the AS32. Severl geomerric
farm building groups also form serong poine fatures.

Key Characterisics

« Tipgraphy dominaed by cen e slpes

Farm uilding groaps form sron o fo
= iy didaon shlrels m st o s
o M ofanable and ol formlnd




Chacsctes Type le  Enclosed Estace Fasmiand

“This eype incudes the fla valley boxtom of he Roschaugh Born len and

Visualycheara i scrongly introvere - generlly views within, oo, and
out ofthe ar are limicd by the extent of wooeland and by the vlky
copography

Key Characterisics

Rive salley L.
Strug il exclasre.

Frsquent sl and oy

St it ity e of s,

Character Type 14 Open Farmed Slopes

Encompasses the higher ground north of he vilsge, escending st of
e Shaltie Buen o the Moray Fieth shore. The landiorm i characerised
by step, convex slopes teending encrlly nordh-eastsouch-west paralel
o the shorline. The fcds, bounded predominancly by chor hedees with
occasional s, suppore mixed agriculeu e g n the

che cquivlent res o che south of th vllge. Stesp, o arm aocs,
ofcn enclosed by banksof gorse, give access o scatered stone and white
painte dwellngs and outhouscs. The ares forms » highly visible sl
backdrop co Avoch with extensive views ove che vilige and Frch,

Key Characteristics

St o s with -l s
il el ssualy vaboned by disonimsos s

 Norrou anes aesin st form bl










2 Munlochy

Munlochy 1904

¥4

DP
Local Landscape Character Types:
20 Mundcy Villge
26 Narow Firth Caridor (NFC)
2 Forstd Vel and Hillide (FEF)
2 Custal Farnland (FEF)

20 Araso s of il FEE)

Background

Munlochy is o lincae seclement strung ot slong che oo a the head of
Munlochy Bay. The 19" cencury buikdings which form he hisoric core
include Munlochy Maios furmhouse and Knockbain Parsh Chch which
s one of & seric of cclesisstical buildings in the surrounding ferile
lley



Character Type 24 Munlochy Villsge

Munlochy is a compace village serving an imporvane faming ares on the
Black s peninsula, situted on south-faing hillslopes s e head of he
atcow,stcep-sided inec of Munlochy Bay. The hisori core was ad ot
by the e 15" Century an takes the form ofasingle st o the rontage
of the BO161.  Here buildings are now mastly 19% Century vernscular
son g and il wi some e 20h Gty il A il
1740,

e BOTEr e e RS2, more estemae 0% Con rsgem

K of the setclement area. Modern

-l shops, agricltunl sheds
“The clevated positon of th vilsge llows
estensive views south-caswards, channeld slon eh line ofehe bay,wic

and 3 garsge on he AR,

o the Mory Firth,

Key Characterisies

« Disintin bisric o fllwing BI1G1

Exvenioe ot of wore st delopment t ath of e

utard s sl sthasvads by ooty and s
* Hoadlands at cutnans ts Moy Fih form fsa of sl v
Characeee Type 2b Naseorw Fiseh Corridor

Moray Firh costline, Munlochy Bay runs case o wese, co

afined by valley
ides Toming  classic Urshaped glacil laform. At che head ofche by,
postlacial uplif and deposicon have formes a fla dela which mer
it cenie nesidl s, givingo disinive sl e
uni dominted by the e planesof wate and mud. There s 3 savall

Inhnd,
by open aable fields, bounded by dninage dieches. The secp, foreseed

igh i, whist ow e el the mudflas, diseccd by the meandering
iver channel and actacting many species of feeding waders. Serub

i alder, s fequenly colonized che zone
medisely above High Water, and there i also some marshl
suth o 4 feeder stzeam.

dat the
Key Characteristics

« Strag lacial lly b

o conrasting with e s
Aratle fld with dainase dichsand e ignificans srnin gtaio
S ——



Charscter Type 2 Forested Valley and Hillsid.

“This type occupies o discece ares: he vlle of che Big Burn and its
adjoining slopes wese o the village; and he hillside 1o che souch of
Munlochy Bay. The copography is gencly undulating. Landcover, both in
e

&
discree “rooms wichin and on the dges o he blocks, which re cureenly

ehyehm of erticalclemenes n che landscape

Key Characterisics

oty oty
Gt Hlcks of cmifrus fstry
Clar thal o bt g o ad e szl s

 Wondland Hacs et song sl vy

Local Charscter Type 24 Open Farmed Slopes

. Th s b by confrmssocion ks «
sl sl s e

Farm and 3 macure yew tre form a discincrive landmark on the horizon

and bay

Key Characteristics

Stoping, comes andsap.
Py
G

il matir didvos s st with oads as fors

Lage s e fors disincive Londmark.










Fortrose 1871

;ﬁo-f_‘“‘x

Local Lundicape Character Types:

30 CoualSpis (EF)

36 Open Farm Sls (FEF)

G P Vile

34 Daschd Rsdowil Grous (EF)
Counal Farmland (EF)

“

Background

Forerose soccesded Resemarkie s he cente of the carly church and the

and residence of he canons o its Cathedral, cheie manses being buile

sl A new harbour was buile in 1815 and ic was e
cerminus of the Black Il railway but by che lace C19 Forcros was best

Brdge in 19582 has putthe servicesof Inverness wichin s than bl an

fersis
appareat. Foteuse i & conservation ara having been desigaated 35 such
in 1971 The Conseavton Area was declaed ‘outscanding’in 1975




1 g

Characeer Type 33 Couseal Spie

» Chanonsy
ehe ard shore of che i in the form o an impressive cosel i, wich
Chanonry Point as it apex. Builc by the acereion of cossalsediments,
e peninsula s nowhere more than 5 metres above sea level, but the

“Tuin beachesof cabble and shingle have formed ac the coustal ede. The
majority of he are is curency used 4 a golf course, with patches of
sore dividing mown grss iways. Trees ae scaece, nd mostshow the
wind-clipped growth habit ypical of expased coustal sics. A perfectly
o links che AB32
e Poin, cmphsising che linetiyofthe spt. Ocher bl clemeots incloe
piceand
“The Al opography nd exposed oacion allow desmatic unioverupied

views, both inland to Fortose snd Roscmarkic, and scawards across and
o he Mory Firh,

Key Characteristies

.

e
« Stnaighs s e lsdin t ondark ihthse
* Dramaticopen v,

Charscter Type 3 Open Farmed Slopes.

o che st ofche consal spi,risin ground rending south-wesunorth-
st marks the older fule-guided shorline o the Morsy Firth. The slopes

‘The predominane landcover is pascure grsssland enclosed by feld
boundarics mainly formed by gappy hedgerows with occsional recs.
Dispersed clusters of faem buildings, predominancly of stone/whice

s and gorse. 1 common wih sievlr andscape ypes in he ares, he
form a hig

backdrop <o the adjoning sectlements. Ther clevated posicon allows
extensive ouewaed views over he vllges and Fich.

Key Characteristies

o doivatd by ot fing s s
T -

Prominns lig-olourd o bilding o

Elvato pstionsios sponsard viws and crpondin hih vttty
froms adoing ari,
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Chacacter Type 3¢ Fortrose Village

A
end of thecousal spi fcing south aross Foreuse Bay. The core of the
oo o sl 0 e by

el 1o the bresk of slope alon the lin of the
Hightand Boundary P, The presoc o a bl and v chutches

>

of che core the schonl, lesuee cente and playing fieds ae prominent.
“The relsively dense form of the scrtlement gives an enclosed visoal
by

Key Charasteristcs

= Snlonans o diingishabe by g s pairn.
+ it ond bl n e o

. Oute son of it dclopmen 0 mrth of AS3:

L oy vt o i bt o st s,
Chacacter Type 30 Detached Residential Growth

Aot e o s of e ud R e o e
his sl arca o

he 19

spi, threatens co form & nucleus for urure conlescence. e may have
developed in rsponse to the aetracive locaion close o the beaches and

on the periphery gencrally have oo
chacscee i very incimate and smallscle, with narow stets enclosed by
andens and che houss chemseles

Key Characteristics
o Medern il depmnt of i b o

Organic o with dsvibior roudsand cl-dosiae

Open viw ra eilery contrast wich it insrnal st



N
I | |

Characcer Type 3 Coastal Farmiand

A clesdly defind aes of maioly asble femland cussenely forming the
bufer beeween Forsrose, Rosemarkic and the detached residential

slapes owards th feth. Pose and wire fences divide the relacively lage

fields. Thee are few prominene vereical lements,and ch fied patern is

i is a0 open landcape wich clear views o the
i and e cach o th seclmen des

Key Characterisics

« Subdoed pograply

Al b e

Wk e by ot and i foes
Ope il hartr
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-
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Rosemarkie 1891

Local Landscape Character Types:

3o Conel Spi EF)
30 Open Farwd Shpes (FEF)
34 Duachd Ridenial Groush (EF)
3¢ Romarkic Vilage
Cuastal Farnland (EF)

Background

moved co Fortose i the C13, Rosemarkic was made a burgh of the

bishops of Ros, but by 1590 ic was regarded anly a5 sn appendage of

Forcrose; having been linked adminiseatively to its more powerful
oo

cuter dhin CI8 i po v n e i o she vl I
howerer,  con rea designaced in 1971, The conseracon area
e decird-ousading in 197, Rskmeke o s o sy s
bucked by acsceive cliffs.




“ :

Characeer Type 33 Couseal Spie

» Chanonsy
ehe ard shore of che i in the form o an impressive cosel i, wich

s s apex. Buile by the acreon of cosal sediments,
e peninsula is nowhere o than x? mecees sbove sca lvel, but the

“Tuin beachesof cabble and shingle have formed ac the coustal ede. The
majority of he are is curency used 4 a golf course, with patches of
sore dividing mown grss iways. Trees ae scaece, nd mostshow the
wind-clipped growth habit ypical of expased coustal sics. A perfectly
o links che AB32
e Poin, cmphsising che linetiyofthe spt. Ocher bl clemeots incloe
piceand
“The Al opography nd exposed oacion allow desmatic unioverupied
views, both inland to Fortose snd Roscmarkic, and scawards across and

o he Mory Firh,
Key Characterisies

o

pens
At acss e badin o o b
i

* Deanati sp

Characeer Type b Open Farmed Slopes.

o che weseofthe cosal spi, risin geound rending souch-vestnorh-
east markscheoldee fulc guided shoreline of the Moray Fieth. The slopes

The predominant landcoser i paseure grasland enclosed by field
boundaries mainly formed by gappy hedgerows with occusional rees.
Dispersed clusters of faem buildings, predomisaacly of stone/whice

arling, are accessed by seep, naerow lanes, often encloscd by
bunks nd g, ncammon wieh s adscape s in e e he

b v he s st T sl oo dlows
extensive ouewrd views over he vllges and Fich.
Key Characterisies
« Landorm dominand by soush<ast fing conre sl
Fastisgrland xcsd by it odgrous

o arm bulding o
Blcato ustiongives pensuncand views and crrsponding hih visbley
oo adining .

Praminns lgh-




Character Type 34 Detached Residenial Groweh,

Akbough the v sl o s nd sk v 0 e
of

e

spit, hreatens e form & nucleus fo furure conlescence. e may have
devloped in tesponse to th ateacive locuion close o the besches and

visualcharacers very incmate and small-scale,with naerow srcesencosed
by gardens and che hooses chemseves,

Key Charasteristcs

Moo esidential dslpuens of o b e

Orgaric Ly with diborrads d ol dev
Openviw e eiphry contras it e it st

Character Type 3¢ Rosemarkic Village

A small vilage locaed in s coreesponding positon to Foreose t the

Firth. The marmow wooded gorge of the Rosemarkic Burn opens inca the
firh forming a small el a che noreheen edse of the illige. To the
foreh of this delia, the coaseline eses shaeply forminyg step s which
mark the trnsiion o the Hard Coustal Edge Landscape Tpe described
in th Inner Moray Fireh LC

parmow sreees of th historic villag core
round noreh o the village form a serons backdrop in views from the
outh.

25




Key Characteritics

Characrisic lmar bisoric ave i e ares of 19° and 20° comury
expomion.

Londeark buildins

* Contnt brwen spo s s ad ol el s,

Characeee Type 3 Constal Farmiand

A clestly defined azs of mainly srsble furmland curseady forming the
buer between Forcose, Rosemarkie and the decached residential

slapes oweards th frh. Post and wire fencesdivide he rlaively lege
filds There e few promincn veseicalclemens, and the el pacter is
o che i disinguishable ony by the colour and texture of the current
agsicultural land-uses. “This s n open landscape with cleae views 1 the
fireh and o cach ofehe seclement dges.

Key Characteritics

* Subdaed pgraply
bl land e

Wk nlosae by ot and e fones
« Openvivnel charatr



sopmrg ssespn o omity
S e
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4 Culboki

Culbokic 1904

Local Landscape Character Types:
o Calbukic i Townsip (€
- Cning(Ch

. Open Farmd Shpes (0FS)
44 Coniforas Plantation {C)
Background

Culboki

ihe el pine ofighsrund a0 e Blak ke peils 1t v
vy iy sl i e o bl o
i et oy e o ot o e o) it

setlement for workers in Inerness.
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Character Type ds Calbolie Crofting Township

Culbokie is serung out alon the BI19 rod, and consisesof  sumber
ofdiscree clusters of buidings sepaated by open famland, n part sl
eflcing i origins a5  sries of dispersed cofs. On borh the caseern
and e sl

dispessed, forming a gradual ceansiion with che adjaining crofcing
landscape, Although ther ar some lder scone corcges, mast buikings

and foesty gencrally mesns eha skylining of individ buildings docs

Key Characterisics

Dl o ossin of i g oo
Tranition o et and fig s
Clut o s 89169 oud s o st 1
Skyine catonwith e viws vt

Character Type db Crofting

ofthe Milbuie Ride e s stongly oces o the wet s s by
Culbokie Wood and Bogbuie Wood

boch of which ae subs

of <ot vy e g ik snd one el
from cultvaion operacions lcer che surface of the ieds, evidence o the

Key Characteristics

< Undling e oty
* Landier dminated by rugh grszing and s
e

Limitd viws i b adiingsoferous plotaions



Character Type de Open Farmed Slopes

“To he norh of the BY169, noseh-fcing sopes &l o the shores of the
(Cromarey Firth. “Their gradienc i genceally even and coves, wich some
minor undolations cused by varitions in the underlyin drfe depsits
e by gl csion. Fedsr e ad sl e by sl

b
Srng st . S i s o ot

i g, Ve predminaly spnin s,
inated by the ich an che mountain t che o

Key Characteristics

e o sl b s o s oty
eflting gomphalgy and dvif gy

st etoty o

[ S ——

Openviws 0 ot

Character Type 4dConiferous Plantation

Large-scal, coniferous commercial forestey plantacions dominate the

and soil tends o be of poor quliy. The planacions form dense uniform
blocks, with ectangular cdes and strong, rpetiiv vercical lements
Rooms’ arecreted by cleared comparcanents wihin the plantacions, che

and narcow. The coniferous woodland is a favoured habicat of buzards,
‘which re consequenly acommon sight inchis are o he Black i, oftcn

intovered, views out being limicd to the excene ofany openings i he
cees. The planations form a drk backdop t the generlly lighe <oloured
buildings ofthe crofing seclement n views from che north

Key Characeristics
 Conifouns oy dominates L

< it il bl bl of ot
Y-

i
@ Cloar tonal st bt bildings and wollnd bockdp
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Cromary 1871

{)_

Local Landscape Character Types:

54 Crmuany Taom
5b Bnlod Eate Land (OFS}
e HilGrandand (OFS)

34 Open Farmd Shpes 0FS)

Se Hand Cuntal Ede (HCE}

Background

Cromarey acquied the staus of & oyl burgh in 1275,  Afesan sl

chisstarus in 1685, becoming insead a urghof bacony underthe feudal
superioriy of the Viscount of Taeber (Lt the firse Eal of Cromarey)

& rope works and brewery, and also buile the firse picr. The town

decay and desolation. In the 20° Cencury both Workd Wars brough
maval and milicary activiey, che basbour was extended, and substantal
friarions were ot a the St the eep ewdands

. inche 19701
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Bridge 1952 the fabric ofthe town has been extensivly esored, helpin
it 10 become a desirube residential loation within commuting discance

1969. The old Fishertown pa ofthe villge wasdeignared  Consevaeon.
are in 1969 and ehis ws declared outsanding in 1974, In 1975 the
Conservaion Ares was extended to cove the aes ic dos coday and the
‘ourscanding’ dsignation was also excended o cove che cnarged acs.

Character Type 53 Cromarty Town

Located a the norchen cip of che Black Ile, Cromarty s 3 typical firch

sy Fith
ound formed by che peninsul eslf and an adjoining aeca of
aised beach, backed by the seep, worsded slopes of the former cliflne.

o o i ol ik andsns DETALLY, » iy

e o conemar s i o o e
la ground. The esuling dense structue of che sealement gives a stroms
sens of enclosure, with inteemittent views aut over ch firch frames by

drlling plctorms
vain . Cromay i b conuh 10 suppors o s

rvices, and there is a strong local communicy atmosphere. Modern
..m.m..‘\ deslopmene i eiced 10 sl 0 dhe s o
e

Key Characterisics

Clar el atinsip tusenstlonene form and cvt lndom:
S —
Disintivebuilding o

Sirang skl sk it limited ramed oscond views
Resricted aea o moder esidnial expansion



Character Type Sb Enclosed Estare Land

<
s pe. St onch g gond v e s, e

T stresms draining o th firth havecroded shor steep-sided woodecd
walleys. Views and acess wiehin this character type are limiced by the
dense tees snd sceep slopes.

Key Characterisics

- Paliy wwadlands

Raised cutal pltform wishdeply-incisd s vl
Strog v by alley adland and sl
Msion s, wall, vl with adsnin formlond
Inrvstd il dhaace,

Chacacter Type Sc Hill Grassland.

et from the summit of Gallow Hill o form the southern o the o
Sutors headlsnds s che

el of the Cromary Firc. Tt is delincaced 0

o and geassand sheep grszing. The ields i chis reaae sepaaced by
low gorse hedges or post and wire fences, ehe line of the boundarics
following che shape of the headland lundform.  Several Scots pine

shelerbles form strong lincar elements. The ara als includes @ small
area of pacive pine and heach. Buildings are limiced o 0 farm group or
et comprising steading and  terce of bouers coreages, which s
curtendly bing expanded by lege,obensive modern dellings. Much of
e area s highly isble from dhe porch and, in cun, affrds ery long
views overthe firch and mountans beyond

Key Characteristics

 Cluar lationbip i rid andfrn.
 Chartoriic spland grland oo, with o g e
 Promiven St Pin sl il

Sl rnansare of il Isbland

Do o bl e i

Open viws withcorepondingly bigh inal ity



Character Type 5dOpen Farmed Sopes

This type forms the lower north-faciag slopes of che headland,

nd che s of ol e 0 rn el wieh o it
angles o che concours. Build
st and st dellings. This s 2 ape e ype wich

Key Characteristics

. Comes o with oty np.
* Large bl
* Liner vl farrs avd s

= Strog bysbmic paserns cnled by e i o
R

Character Type e Hard Coastal Edge

A s of seeep slopes formed by the crosion of esiscant cock eypes

e coustal ede et of Cromay, extending beyond the headland
o the open Moray Firth. The landform i a its mst dramatic ¢ the
headlsnd known ss the Sutors of Cromarey, where che slopes fall
cominsoly gy fom » gt oftond 140 mees 1 che o
chanel bel

section offlat s beach wieh a grasland andeove occurs immediacely
adjoning the town, with seveeal handsome buildings at s caseen end

Key Charsceeristics

camatic xsinal Lanfiem wish sy s s
ot i e .
el B o s and grsland

* Extive parrami st v



@Bp3 |
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Contin 1902

Local Landscape Character Types:

G Cot Vil
gt Hnd Pl (1F)
G il )

& Fores Edg Farming (EFL)
& EvioiCinirey
Background

A tinea coudside villuge. Thelth cencury church (eightencd in 1852)

10 formee e (1754 snd s o0l i coe lc
Contin Bridge, now supercded by a ecent concrte seruceure was buile

e Thomas Tolled beeween 1912 snd 1915



Local Character Type 63 Contin Village

Contin i  dispersed, linear ilage, which has developed long the Black

heeup the stern s sice. Devclopmene

sea sightly loweeeveland

(west) and wooded slopes e i which pockees of housing prorude.

Discinctive sercrures and buildings include a monument a the southern
endofche illge, a rod-side hocl,  arage and e foecourt, he modern
ridge,and an uausual group ofred sone erraced corages. Srong trafic
clming roud mrkings and signs crete charscerieic enteances o the

villge

Key Characeristics

L, diersd il with wore s depmens o bill e
Beunded by Black Wt i and vt i,
4835 dumiatsllge it by e and i calming e
Disicin, s and sractures e pink sione bungolows, a war
menorial and mdern i

© iland, Churh and fornr mans,

Local Charsctes Type 6b Agriculcural Flood Plain

“The river lood plsin forms an apen trace of fand boonded o the cast by
Continand the Blck Wate ive,and woodd round tisng 1o the wese.

et aresomes¢

conifecous blocks close 0 well crcned quarey.
i 2

the sid of the srach flor, and are accesed by arrow rods and trucks.

e o eflec the sounds o trafc and che sy inco the ara

Key Characteritics

Pl penfod pli.
Simple handsap il i, rtangala fild and i wp tanding

v

[ se—

e ot nd okl



Local Character Type 6 Wooded hill sides

“Toreachiley Foresteccupies the e sides o th northand west of Contin,
and delinescd by cle boundary of the Black Water seach flood plin

Buch o e v i o ommercil sy alongh the il

wesc of dheseath i oodl

walks and eracks scces

actoss he sesch are good. A small roup o houses and a hote ae the
only dwellings.

Key Characteristics
 Furt 1 the mort and st of Cotin,

R g p—

Local Character Type 64 Forest Edge Farming

“The high ground besen Contin and Sraehpelc s bounded by foesery
o e iverinto

on mosesides. The landform s undulting,
he south. Shelterbels copses and foresry dgefom o compucments
of open land. Although there i some asble farmini € che south, mose
ofdhe aea is ough grasing. Lanes an eacks acces che ares and ehe

e dellings. Views s imied withinche sre by andolaions snd
shelerbeleson higher ground, whilsc there ax clea views out aceos the
ever valley 1o the firth o the south.

Key Characteristic

Hih il
e s b by vl st by el and cops,

Vet ittt g oo o ot

Vo o duclings




Local Charsceer

pebe  Enclosed Glen

Thischarcrereype compriss the Black Wt o che nosh ofch bridge
crssing and is

ounded lrgely by Coniferous fres o che ase and the AS3S to the wese
e arenis fla and foms che bocom of che glen. Alchough thee atc
come openings,ch seca is predominancly coverd by deciduous woodland
and river cdge scrub, The noise and movement of rffic on the AS33
domiraes the charuser type. There

e some dwellings disassoiated
Views wichin th

Himited by the dense tree cover:
Key Characterisiss

« Linsar arsa fllowin bsom o ln
« Farly fa

« Dminatud by i of A8,

« Daciduas wodlond and vie g o for dmins Land o

Vi limited by s
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7 Muir of Ord

Muir of Ord 1876

Local Landscape Charaster Types:

7 Toun
76 Crofing (C, FEF EFL}
‘e Imensioy Formed Ploin (EFL)

porcanc fcal point in the days of the cartle drovers. It
devcloped in the €19 afee che opening of the Inverness to Dingwall

became the unction ofthe Blck Il in to Fortrose
in 1894, The O disclery s locared cloe to che villge.




Local Character Type 74 M of Ord Town

ehe River Beuly e low
round beeween che Besuly and Conan flocd plains. The serlment s

St haped, haing devdaped sround the cnt sl it ahee he

follows the ASG2 souch o the town, whilethe Ord disillery occupics an
ar o e north west,removcd from the main core of the cown, The

o dhe priphery. Recently houses have been buil on he hllides 10 the
cus. There s small eail cencee wichsome light industrial declopmene

foocbridse,  memorial and che dicllery 1o che norh which ofen sends
up & plumme ofstam. Scuight roads form long views wich mouncsins ane
il beyond. In s around the town ae many lochans and surrounding
wedands which support e natuel woclands.

Key Characterisies

3 T o e i b il
s it st on watarl vl

vailay busn Beasly and Cono sl
. D e s s bl g
« Digillay formsa fsal o

Local Character Type b Crofting
“The upland beeween which Muie of Ord has grown, divides he River
form i udlting snd sl ot inssociaion it gcl depsiion.
The

by che ines of
Land uses comprise iy poor quality grszing with mixed stands of s

and some commercial foesry on highee siopes. Filds arc sl s

“rees and the rolling topogesphy form ey small, enclosed spaces. This
s diverse,clucered landscape eypical ofcoftng. There are lcred and
‘windo views out to mountsin and aver Mt of Ord.

Key Characteritics

« Small filds with oy stone il bundari,
.t

< D e e

B oty s o i o O,



Local Character Type e Tntensively Farmed Plain

“The low oo plainsof the rivers Beauly and Conon extend cowards cach.

radul as ehe lndscape becomes more encloscd and sacts ising. The
Targe, el

s s ol el vl aml s g e hin
are dged by scrub. Drainage cicul

el land has rsoleed

e and industral buildings. Roads and che exlway
scross the secs are open

lar. Views
with clear views to the mdusr e and
movernen of the ehicls on the AS62. The landics e, wich
e e o e b proided by st pcecs

Key Characteristics

Lot s plin

Open e aiclre.
SimpleLaiscpe with f versical doment,
Bl oy and Lo, angolo oy ad i buildings
Open viw 0 il et
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8i Conon Bridge

Conon Bridge 1904

Local Landscpe Charactr Types:
8 o Bridge Vi

& s.w oSt 711

o ) ()

S St 1t )
& Open Farmd S (OFS, NFC)

Background

“This vilage i sited a che lowese bridging poine of che river. A single

bousing. The villge has a varicy of small industris and is 3 dormitory
cown fo commurers o Inveness and Dingwll



4

4

Local Character Type 82 Conon Bridge Vilage

Conon Bridge is locate on the AS62 south of th Rivee Conan bridging
poinr. It bounded by che rive and sy tothe northwest and the A9
othe norhess, sprsding south csowardsollowin el bourdarics. The
vlle s an which Coon Bridge has developed i genrly sloping. The

with the 59163 where cadiconal sone buikdings remin. The villsge has
decloped progresivly with housing estaes higher up che valley sids,
D

acractiv views down the main st of he illuge core.

Key Characeristics
* Villae st of River Con rsing

Compuct illge wih lar on, dowinaed 1y ASG2.
© Fairlycxtonioemoder ridnisldelepmes o s

Local Charscter Type S Enclosed Farmed Slopes

Large arable fe

arcpen and splic by a lanc which runs mid way up e vally side. Asmall

e compising o frm s cotages s e on the . i

e Vil s e ol ol sl
Al

h the see i
and
Sross e s an o b s Conen B

Key Characteristics

Long trct icupying s cing vl of te e Com,

* Open yviculral fld

Sl il o st nd b o ol it
vigh o

it et st
Local Chaeacter Type 8 Mixed Woodland and Forescey

Located on che highee ond ofthe nrch side of the Conon vlly,cis
arcais genely conves. Ie encompasscs che apen A9 corridor but s Lrgely
wooded, Trees tothe noch of the A9 e coiferous whie mixed
House e,
af woodlod and Lrge shelte bels form ‘soams” wiin the e, which

are cultivared. Drellngs ae infeguent and scatered o the edge of
g e by e of sl ks fouit: e

% within apenings in the woodland sauceur,
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Key Charsteritis

i, comv o ofte Conon sl
a1 i s wlnd nd s
e s

Open ‘oot by angala desof vl and bl e,
Nataokoffspas and ach.

* Limited v
Local Character Typee  Strach and Enclosed Firth
1 Rivee s in es st seages hece before eaching the Cromarty

« Cone
Fi Souted il il et s et e of
iver and sl desition. To the west of the scdemens, islands have.

ader. Dunglas Iland i large enough to suscain arable arming. The.
ver i il upsream of Connan and Maryburgh and to th et of the

o che ivr fromal the bridging poiotsincludin che AD.

Key Characteristics
River oo and i hank s i ot e Cro

¢ Vil b s bt e o ol

. Therioe e il et o the A9 i, expeing s a

[ -

Local Characrer Type 8t Open Farmed Slopes

To che north of he BI169, noreh-facing slopes ll o che shores of the

conver, with some
minoe undulations cuused by varstions i he undeelying dif deposits
by gully erosion. Fields are e and aabl, divided by shelterbels,

wooded dells which conceal old stone houses and baras, leaving an
andscape. Vi

charscer, dominated by he ieh and the mosntains o the norch

Key Characterisics

Eren cme sl ntraprd by charscriic sndlocon i praphy

bl
S ety o e






e odspury sy
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Maryburgh

Maryburgh 1876

.
-
-
Local Landscape Character Types:
85 Marbh Vi
& Eur/vam-dSlw[EFLl
8 Misedwdiand and Forery (FB)
& Stath.and Enlusd Fith (EFL NFC)
& Opw Farned Shpes (OFS.NFCH
Background

ehe vilage of the Braban Estace on  triangular plan i the carly C19 by
Lord Scafoch. It was e s his wife, Mary Proby, che daughreeof

20 development along the main roud to the
souch joineche seclement o Maryburgh o Conon Bridge. The villge s
maialy & dormicory cown foe workers who commue (0 Dingwall and to
Inverness.



Local Character Type 8 Maryburgh Vilage

a0 Mer villag chae Conan B ina
i i T g s oo e st e s
ounded by the ailway and flod plain co he souch et and a band of

ousing esates have descloped on svailable periphee) ground. Shops are

There are clese

from che A9

Key Characteristies

Sl village vt of Rive Cons i,
* Compactvllge wishlnear e and il g
* Duminatod by AS62

Local Character Type S Bnclosed Farmed Slopes

“Thissreaoccupicsche south acin slopes of the River Conon vally and
s clarly bounded by the river, woodiand and Maryburgh. Large,arsble
filds aee open and splic by a lane which runs mid way up che valey side
A small harmlet comprising a fem and cortages i scuated on che road.

e river. Verticalelements ae restricted 1 telegrsph poles and a ew
single macue cees on che road. Alhough the e i open, che woodland
above and oppesite valey sided give s sens of enclosue, There are clear
views scrossthe area and to Margborgh snd Conon Bridse,

Key Charucteristies

Long s capying s cing vl ofthe s Com,
Opo, aycclra

Singesackd lan, fopars and fild boundaris ram paralle i o o8
vigh ane o sl i

Clar v s valy 1o sl



Local Character Typesd  Mixed Woodiand and Forcstry.

s

wooded. Tres othe nonh of he A ane confferous whil mised woodkind

g shele beks orm rooms’withi the ares, whih e ulivated.

Diwellings e infrecuent and scatered on the edge of clearings, and

accessed by a number ofsmal tracks and foorpaths. The woodland
of bind lfe

openingsinthe woodknd siucture.

Key Characteristics

- Hgeramegnd oGy

dekerhis
ooty e feelndandsieier i
Netuerbcf rpatsand ks

Limidvius.

Local CharacterTypese  Strath and Enclosed Firth

“The Gonon River isin s kst stages here before reaching the Cromary
Fith Siua il ents result in raiing of e
sver and siltdeposiion. Tothe west of the setlements,istands bave.

fer. DunglassIland i g cnough to sustain arsble faming. Tothe

poins including he A9,

Key Characteristics
« RuarConomandis ks ioritentrs o Comarty P

- Widaddgrsiionsmed Sadsandrids el
« Thowriomstidalioibocatfie A9cnsing epesing stk

e

[ e ——



Local Charscter Type 8 Open Farmed Slopes

o dhe north of the B169, north-acing slopes al o the shors o the
Cromarey Fiech. Trei geadicn s gencrlly even and conves, with some
minor undulacions caused by varicions in e drf deposics
and by gully croson. Fieldsar arge snd rsbl, divided by shelerbels,

Sercams incised
wonded dells hich conc ol son hoses s bars ein an

e o vy s ek o e,
Key Characteristics

s g el b s s 45l
laing seomopholgy and dif o

s b ety o

Siron ebytbmic aternsconrilld by tend il
Opor i to






Dingwall 1876

Local Landscape Character Types

9 DingullTian
96 Narmu b Coridr (NFL}

S Endncd Farmd Landicaes (NS, EFL)
94 Farmad Sath (EFL)

et grazed e ol (NFC)

Background

0 0
Fisch. 16 was mad a Royal Burgh in 1226 and atr,wich good oud and

existent A harbous bl by Thomas Teloed in 1815-17 gave rise o some
expansion i thecarly C19 to which th rsval of the ralvay in 1862 and

cenceal ara redevelopment which took place i 1963 provided ample
parking buc deprived the town of much of is characrer. Dingwal i 4

arcain 1974

51



94 Dingwall Town

Firl
losdfd by e e e oo it s o
dacicsrescricted by ising il sides. The seclement s of

e s wih e e deopet i gt v e
high seece. The mast recen residentil development i in he form of
s sising up ehe wooded il side 0 he noreh. The cown has o

el developed commercaltenil cente with ates f light industry and
usinesss indhe catre and o the westalong the Pefee flood plin. The
cown forms the nodsl point for ehre rilvay lines, and che AS62 and
AS35. The town, aea resul, i characerised by # nomerous bridge and

the oofscape, whilt che towe on top of che coasal sope to he souch
ofthe town, i visble from most poines. Open space and tree plancing
are limited, with  lcge playing fekd noreh o the centre and pockers of
woodland between housing escsces on the northern hillide,

Key Characteritics
" g il 0 vorthand st
:

- i ot e i b il
b Narrow Fih Corior

The e e o o ¢ sl by s he e he Cromary
i with socied sl depstion which s a1+ caperine
o o s e e e e o e e s o v

life, The edges are characreised by marginal vegecation ncluding reeds
and grasses. Views are open and broad

Koy Chuntrivtic

open views
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9 Enclosed Farmed Landscapes

i e e il che ot e P e i e

vt oo i 90 it rin igher . L s are

“The norcheen slopes are more wonded wich emnanes of seate dciduous
tree, with moland and ough grzing on che highee slopes. Steep ancs
are bounded by tres and hecges and follow field boundarics.

Key Characteistcs
it Pl e i
e

< Lot dndly et

e fply wlond
s, e e Laes

94 Farmed Strath [EFL]

decothe gl and ch a
by large, fereile, ey able fields. These are geneally open, with some
overgrown hedges and pose snd wire boundaries. The AR and railwey
g slghely highe ground a the bas of ch hillid cachesouch. These

e area dominates the lndcp.

Key Characteristics
o and wide st
e frtle arablefldc
e i s and ity
buins park st




9c Flat, grased fieh edge food plin. (NFC]

“This as occupies the pockess of fla, low land beween the fieth nd the
exsern boundary of Dingwll. Alchough geneally undeveloped du to

thoagh open and cloe t Dingwll, i separsced by he rlway lne -
bunkment makin i el insulr

Key Characterisics

" o i Lo bt it and
« bundin

« snaiht ok e

« panatd fom o by ity

- ndar
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10 Edderton

Edderton 1904

Local Landscape Charaster Types:

Eddon Ville
106 Open Firsh Ede (EF)

Opn Farmed Landps (EF. FEF)
104 Open Farmd Slps (FEF)
100 Upland Grazing (FEF)

Background

o the noreh. Tn che old Kickyard (che church dates from 1794) is he
Crusaders stone with snacher Piccsh scone o the norh of the villge

Inthe carly 1990'
e Dornoch Firch effecively by-pased he sillue and rsulied in the




Local Character Type 108 Bdderson Village

Edderton i 4 vty small village sicated on che souch side of Darnoch
Firc becween the AS36 and che railway. It compriscs small dellings, o

 disused rilvay sacion and the disillry towers. There i lcte modern
developmen.

Key Characteristics
Mokl ity

Bl by AG36 and ol il

L ot ofddins b by ol il
* Somemall landmarks.

Local Character Type 10b Open Firch Edge

W e

sheves towards he firth. The ground isundlating and covered by low
cousal sl and grass grazed by sheep. There i aso 4 small scand of
s The ara is difficul o scces o e

Key Characterisics

Sl e i o v il
« Coverad by I custal b and g
-

Local Character Type 10 Open Farmed Landscape

“The flod plsinofthe Crsgroy eiver i bounded by higher ground to the

South and wesc. The AR36 follows it westeen boundary and che ailwsy

embankmens bisecs the area. ¢ i open, e farmland which s been
s

with post and wite division sre scatered tree groups
Tty St ot et o ol s

abridge. Views tend to b dominated by dhe il o the souch.
Key Characterisics

< ol f i o

« Open, Lo, rctangalr flds with wived agrulral s,
St e s

Viws o bigergroand i e s



Local Character Type 104 Open Farmed Slopes

“The lwer hilsdes sbove the Doenoch Fish losely conssining the A36
corridor, The slopes are enely undulacing and gencrally concave. Secams

posc
and wite fences. There e some tree bels and copses and che water
courses are lined by trecs. Duellings ae scatered and asociaed with

buldings. There see some views out over Edderton, the firt and
wooded hills beyond.

Key Characterisics

* La oo ilhids above Dorvch vt
 Opengnazd s with oy stoe and st and wive b
e dutlings avoxiatod withfarms

Vicws v e Edoton and it by
Local Character Type 10¢  Upland Grazing

“This area occupies the higher slopes ¢ he soueh of ¢he Dornoch Fieh

foresry contras with the apen, ple vgeation of the ields. The hamlee
of Ballegh i lcated on 4 sackening of th slope and domi
primaryschool. Development i, otherwise, scarce. Views are focused
ehefirh in he discance.

Key Characteristcs

3 Unlting e s o o e i
Stnfe i bles o oo s o glcil s

Tt o et o o s o oo i

Goreand ol

Small b of Blligh
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Tain 1871

Local Landicape Character Types:

It TainTuen
11 Lowlond v Farnin (1F)
116 Inteis Farming (FEF,IF)
114 Forst Edge Farming (FEF)

Background

with St Duthac. It i  conservacion vilage which ceners o che complex

fine buildings including S¢ Duthac’ chapel and Tollboorh. There ar e

huacsisic of s achieure s che igh gy ofsonewock which

e h oy oyt e of o
oot T clim o b he s e brgh i Scand ith o



s ding o 1066 Redewlopme a xon e i e

8 o o g 18 et by g e
G eh C19 by brdsin  mbe of sl s T by-pas v
builin 1979, Today the cown s el services and ol et employmene

and i the fous of a rich agriculcural hincerland. Induscies include: the
Glen Morangie disller,chess processing and sexfoods. Tin was mude
s conservarion arca in 1974

lla Tain Town

Tain i an historic town situared on the soueheen shoe of the Darnoch

Fith, sbove the coustal sope. It originally formed in an organic grid
ot e ha snce developed alon ouses raditing from che ore. The

by residencial infl up to che by passing A9, The cradcional building
materia s 8 psle pik sndsone and s nomber of tovers and monuments
form a distinceiv town centr. The town cence supparts  small recail
aeea and oxher L uss include  secondasy school, disiley, and 4 new
usiness park below the coustal slope. Development on ch ceastal sope
s chasaccrsed by disgonsl step mads and high walls 1o properrcs. The
ibric of the town is more open to the north aldhough there ae from

P he southside.
tiom on th edge of he constal slop sl in ki views ut @ che
it

Key Characteristics
" bt o above cnstal

« oganic rid o withraditin dsaloprns
© uidialifill 10 A9

« Pale ink sanditne

kg i 0 firh

Ib Lowland Incensive Farming

Thischaracer some forms ehe e, low Iy firch ede ares, below the
costal sope. I s divided inco nd aes of mised agriculoural us, and
firdh edge scrub (north ofthe rilway). Fields ae haege and open, and
dividd by pose and i fences nd drsinsge dieches. A iver cuts chrough
cuts through the unfarmed arc, and is marked by oogh gras, gore,

vally. The

nump backed bridge. The sy lthough biscets the ares, i n curcing
snd un-obirusive. A fam stes and teesform  small claser of decil




Koy Charastristis
it o g o el
ikt

i i ool i

« armtoad and
bty il o s i of sl e

le Tntensive Farming

nd e slope gy oward

ectungulr, and dividd by post and wire fences.
Tekgath e A5 hiheng ot o dcidson confes
e A9 oo snd o Eamends. Viws s o ad b

Key Charseteritics
P —

sl et it
opn,retangulr s

A9 lighting ol
Daidess a itfrons s
Lo, brud vieus

1 Forest Edge Farming

Highe, less feile ground between che ring mad, owa minor moads and

conifer. Views acros this landscape ae limiced by he scatcered locks
» by the banks of

sf s complely vl e o
ehe bypas Dl om it devopel ommeral and
s s n ow i srund ¢ heod o

Key Charscterisics
" il e frtile g

Confns st
Resngalor fild with sstond dullin:
Gratingad srably ieativn

s it by et
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12 Strathpeffer

Strathpeffer 1576

Local Lundscape Character Types:

124 Stathpefo Village

125 Stop Gl S (EFL)

12 o e i (L)
124 Foetsd Badkdg (FB)

T Tty P S £5L)

Background

“This villge, which lcs in the shadow of Ben Wyvis was & renowned
Viccoran spa whose springs were known for cheir curacive powers s for
buck as 1772, A village was proposed in 1800 bu it was only afer the
pump room ws buil chac work began. In 1860 George Devey p
ot pla s he il bt s aderd o sl The bl

devel
place and was buic in  style representciv ofthe sumpruous excesss of
B

tusins, e it bving b demolrd n 1950, The vt pump

i comemion s esgued s suh n 1974 Many rsidencs H
Scrahpeffer commute o Dingwall o Inverness o work



Local Character Type 122 Strachpeffer Vilage

“This villge s locaed high up in an “elbow o the Susathpeffr glen. Ic

1 che valley sids, parciculrly co he norch. The villge boundaries are:
limited by secepness of sope o the norch, wese and south, snd arc
surrounded by open fields, The vllge developed predominanly 35 &
a5 such. Horels che Spa Pavil
and chches lne the main sree, wich  prominent tourise information

centre, The most recne deselapment hs ocured 3¢ the wese and noreh
wesern s of che village. Towers dominace che roofscape, 0d ohee
charscrersic feaures include masute beech hedges and trees including

o the wes of the contre where  laying ild sl occupics oneofth few
apen, lataeas. There e clae views o development on the valley sies,
particularly ofthe ecent housing esaces, and long views down ch glen
can b abtained from th golf club to che norch of the villge.

Key Characeristics

 Large ilag statedbih p ts Pffor Gl
Wl prered Vit s il

@ Charctried byt bl matur s and o b,
* Raun modes dslopmen 0 e st o e il nire
Local Charscter Type 125 Steep Glen Sides

“This characeer type i locaced highee up he glen sids,acing 25 3 bufce
e clea boundaries of che villge and the coniferous woodland.
asing higher updhe southern slopes. To e norh, oughasing has o

e south side the lower slopes are largely under arsble use, while the

wire divisions which run perpendicula 10, and puralel wich the slop.

accessehes properies. There areclese views 1 and out ofth ara acrost
e vilage and Pefle stath. Despite the ars’s open, elvated nacure, a

above
Key Characeristics

« Trass il e Pefrglensides.

B clarly dfind by sds sheof the village ad the conifrss
lantations abns

Op, il agyiculual s wit o etica dene

= Ty ot o et o nd ool it e s



12 Strathpeffer 65

St
 Open s fom a1 e .

Local Character Type 126 Forest Edge Farming

“The high ground beeween Cantin snd Serahpefir is bounded by foesty

ofopen land. Although there s someseabe i o the south, most of

dwellings. Views relimied wishin th rea by undulationsundshelebelts

hefirh o the souch.

Key Characteristics

i wndlaing londfrn.

Ol by i v ot b s v
Vi i il by s o nd e

Vi o duclings.

Local Character Type 124 Forested Backdrop

“The highest geound above che hed of ehe Pefe slen is lrgely orcseed
with clea,angulae boundries with the open agriculeureofocal chaaceer
eype . Lan form is genersly convex with eh occasional knoll Trees

deciduousedes. Alcbogh gencell densely planced, seep, ocky koolls
and arvested comparcmenes form cleaings and allow views outover the
valley. The foresed ill ops form aark bck drop of verlpping figers
cothe skyline. Some tscks within e sty provid ccess. The proximisy

ofsucha large ares of foxseey o Pefer creaces an nusal, wooded contest
ot seclement

Key Characeristics
il e b the b of e P slon

. Donly plated it conifos freny it avgalo el
* Forsted il frns drk bk and el stin v Sortbpffer



Local Character Type 12¢ Intensively Faemed Serach

“The Pefe ive follows an unusualrighe angled change in divection s ic

Lines of ild boundarie,tracks snd trce beles cros ehe serarh creting

Views across the aen ae open within the ‘ooms’creaed by che sheler
s

Key Characteristics
B unas bl Sty
Fla,opon arable fld
il bl s e bl fm e et
with o ut i by sl
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Evanton 1875

Local Landscape Character Types

130
13

13

134

Evenson Villge

it s plin it s sl oo s it divd

aifuli. (EFL EF}

Lo lyngagicalarl L, incsd by s it o esidens i
woodedgrosnds (EF)

Mixed olicy wdand and commrcial e, (EFL FEF

Background

1507
Vicorian period

bidden e C20 developme: 1 che vilge. Braon v 1 &
e o he o et imdsery a0 5 3 eemens o Feming,

178
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133 Eanton Villige

and spi 52 focal po
ehe B817 and with more dispersed, lager dwellings slong s minor rosd to
e wese. The setlement s splie by eh forestd Rivee Glass gln which
accommodase  carvan park. Lindmarks include a war memoria t the
southern entrance to the villag, achurch tower on the main seee, the
previously mentione church and sn old doscore to the soueh west of
hevillge, The village centre supports  few shops and s garsge. Pominent
ore s e iy whod o e el
by uily modern houss o th

Key Characteristics

T ———
Sl by R Gl Gl

M depennt in g 0 he s it s i o e s
Yyl omorial

13 Flar firch out-wash plain with large scale structures
associated with disused aiefeld

This broad expunse of fla, firch e ground is bordered by the BS17

whic is v pardly re-used s business park and for indusery. The aeea
bold

festure. Views  lea scros the resalthoogh a foresed backieop screens
views t0 Evanton.

Key Characterisics

bl e by BS17 o i Gl
 Fltand o it i o i,
Pty  did ifild with o, frn

ooy o she A9 o she ifld it




1 Low lying agriculural lindscape, incised by ivers with large
residences in wooded grounds.

To he st o rson gty o, brod o of il
Jand slopes gy to th fech cdge arge scale grai of open,
arble el with occsional verrcal elemenss of tces and fam buildings.

Overgrovn hdges snd ditches cmphisis oads nd th iy lne. Views
are contained only by undalacing andiorrns and che backdrop of wooded
il coche norh. Buildings e limicd o dispershousesan amstcads
Agrsinsio with caseellaced op orms  pariculrly discncrive andimark
of the are

Key Characteristics

By i
A o o

s and it st s and vl

13 Mixed policy woodland and commeecial forcstry

Occupying the mid ¢ highe slopes ofth et s s isdensely oo
Coniferous comeercial lanations become mose diverse, i woodland
in sssociarion with an state o che case, Blocks of rees also become
o spwin ol e e i e, o

o scbby vegecion, unig down he sope. The ars 5 scesd by
partow lancs and fresry cracks. Views are linced by mature, heay tre
placing

Key Characterisics

* Dundy e

L g e oyl 8 bt i
i
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14 Alness

Aess 1874

Local Landscape Character Types:

Lt Al T
14b Mived Wondlond and Enclsd Forming (EFL. FB}
14e Bl Fard Landces - Desoied (EFL}
1id Lowland Firh Ede (EF)

Background

and was creaed originaly from cwo villages on eicher side o the ivr.

Bridecnd, which wasone ofthe vilages, was cecaed by Muneo Teaninich,

of  wide main serct. Alness underwent major expansion n the 1970

‘when it became che chief dormitory for workers t che nvergordon alu-
s

disllres, Dalmore and Teaninich.



Local Character Type 143 Town Alness
“This medium sized fech edge town is locaed on flac ground below the

slopes <o he noreh of che Cromarey Fiechand deseloped originally alons
what is now the B817. It s sill ey compact and divided by the River

large rersl arca. Landmarks include the Bank of Scoland, 3 red stone

Key Characterisics
o M iz o cls 1 she i .
« Compac fom, disided byt river Al

« Trudionl o wit o o sl and i s
© Ladmarks e .ty brids, el s s, Bk of Sl
Local Characrer Type 1db Mixed Woodland and

Enclosed Farming

Thisara i locared on ch slopes sbove norchwese Alnes and o che case
ofthe River Alnes, Sorfce wter drsinage ha eroded channcl i e
slape. The are is heavily commercially forested with itk sproce and
farch, wich deciduous species along watercoures. A numbes of small

fores angular edges o arable fields i the wese. Dwellings ae occasional

and scacered. Views are limited o openings in the foese bic with
occusionsl views to the firh,

Key Characteristss

« Stpus vt of Al
PR —— -

ity commoriallyfirtsd it s s gtion o s nd s
o Linite spo spa.



Local Character Type 14c  Enclosed Farm
Landscape Despoiled
A tac oflan bordered by Alnes o the souch and a min roud 1o the

porch. Undulseons in he lnd form crete s slight bl the slopes o
ehe fieh. “The souchern pare o the arca has been or s currncly being
I

s gencrlly a despoiled landscape wich sruby vegecaion i the form of
birch and slder The ground is et snd lrered wich disused buildings

secencd form the road by bunds.

Key Characteristics

@ Stight i a she e of bihe stps bt
 Duminated by pat v recns sand and s cxtaction i,
 Sonblysgetatonand s grovad i plrs

Local Charactee Type 144 Lowland Firth Edge

The fla, low ground becween Alness and the firch dge. Large, open

arabe fckds ace semienclosed by shelter beles and overarown hedes,
Alness

fences and drainage ditche. This trace forms ch tesnsport corridor for
che A9, dhe BSL and the cousal rilway. The A9 crosses Rier Alness

sy tafic dominsingviews. 1o the busines prk o he noch,
snc 0 i n the firth o he souc

Key Characterisics

Flat, I frb

Avale ks som-acsed by didoas sl
Fairly laregrainedlandcsp

Traort rridor

Claar vious 1 Frt and sins park deinat by by .
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15 Invergordon

Local Lundscape Character Types:
Ia Imergdn Toun

156 Edod Wadd Farmd Londap (ELF)
156 Open Farmd Londupe (EFL)
Background

“This smal e, oiginally founded ss a ishing vilage o che sit of an
euly casle, was built n ¢he mid C18 by che Gordons of nvergordon and

are cencuriesold the town is quite modern. The main struccure of the
v se ot i the 17807 with o aing ot of ey i lots

Coday. The shelrerd hasborsge chac Invergordan provided made i€ an -
poran cnr o e expor o e and g e was s che fry
ofics

services) in both Word Wars. In the arly 19605  grain discllery, the
b E blished. 1971
with great expectations of mjor industial development but closed ten
yeas uer

Invergordon 1872



| b

Local Character Type 153 Invergordon Town

Invergordon i  age sxtlement on the norehside o the Cromarey Frth.

e, Ducoi e xpaion, g o pecochemical industry

e hisoric core and
ot west side. g il g seicin plorm ofrecamed sround
s been added o the feh edge. The town s sicusted on  gence slope,

induseia development behind. The centre s bypassd by the BS17 which

e firch e, canks and cowers of industrial buildings, the sone ibrary
wich has el shap froneage). Open ground il o playin
ield and scrubby derelice and berween induserialsecas. The entleslope
‘which becomes secper o the wese alows some clsr views from railwsy
ridges. There are clas views along the costal edse from the coase o

Key Characteristss

o Lange, i el en
. u,mm e v b i o
. it dnaet by s i s
P~

iy S p—

Local Characrer Type 155 Enclosed  Wooded  Farmed
Landscape

The faily flac ground co the noreh of Invergordon rises gradually
sorthwands covards the hills 1o the nosch of the fh. T Land form is
seacly undulating wich the occasional knoll Mose of che areais open
arble furmand, wich arge felds divided by post and wire fences. There

i gruzed fekds within the ssuccure o the norchern bounday of the
cown. There sec  number of shlcrbelrs in association wich roads and

beles of crees. The trafic of the A9 snd the minor rosd sccessing




Key Charseteritics

Undulting shps s gy
bl forland wishlarge resangular il

it nddsiduonsplcy swndland Hock v s v
Tesic of 1 A9 and s srdon i Pt domina
Londip

Local Character Type 15¢  Open Farmed Landscape

chind the coustal slope a Satbum. The ara dips again to the
open, recangular fekds

ndulations n land form provide some screening t the eclimed s
Key Characterisics

< st o e e
. opn, rectangulr arable fld

[t i
Virical dowsnt itd 10 fe confrws s bl
Sl ndlsons e o e Salburs.

77
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16 Milton and Kildary

Milion and Kitdary 1904

Local Landscape Character Types:
1o Miltonand Kildery Villge

166 Palcy Wondland Backirp (FL

16 Endod Formd Landipe amm Alness79
160 Low Fonility Farmed Landpe (6

Background

Nilcon of Kildary was esablished 2 & lax spinaing i

o e 15

he Ml buile in

b
remains wihNilon house t e g, ¢ buck

eamped vy e 20 ey i,



80

Local Charscter Type 163 Milton and Kildary Village

Invergordon, and the Balnagown iver on the norh sideof Nigs Bay. They

are boch compact, and Milton has been subsanill incressd i iz by o
“The istoric corof

with s coceges aligoed around an infomal village goeen. The moder

ousing estace i n staek concese alchnagh wellsreened from the rod.

Kildary s lss dense with small ields in the villge cor. T has s small

shop and garage. Boeh seelements s sitated in woodland setings.
Key Characteristics

Sl villgson the rthside of N B

Do ar it Balusgnn and viluy bridging .

« Nuatl istricons o Miltn,
o Windland srings

Local Chaeacter Type 166 Policy Woodland Backdrop

I includs the esace of Balnagown Casle, genel pits and commercal

policy wondland and macure resspaced singly in open feds. The aea is
senely undularing and inciscd by the Balnagown glen. Read boundarics
ar cypifie by argegaced entrances with gaehousesand wing wals. The
a0 the s ofth e accesses  number of large properies. Views

Key Characeristics

- Sping round 1 he worth ad st ofte seoment s

. Conifirns lasttin,didns wwdland and arkland indiapes
* Prpetc are ars and spare.

Gt s, g lls and Dndoy el ko rsds



Local Charscrer Type 16c  Enclosed Farmed Landscapes

“This character type s located o the soucheast of the sexdlement aa and
along che A9 corridor to the west.Ic tends o be bounded by poliy
woodland. Landform is gently undulating and slopes towards the frth
“The landscape s apen, predominancly aubl, and divided inco fily e
feds. Clusers of buibings assocate with famsteuds ar scstered cruss
eheacea and accsse by small rods and tracks. The church ae Kilmur is:

surrounding woodland give a brosd sense of enclosure. There are cleas
ype from the
and ol rigs

Key Characteristics

sl
Open prdominaly anable with e, ot id et

[y S —
49 and ity v

Open viws witin character e, with s viows

i,

and s 0 e fith o

Local Chacacter Type 16 Low Ferliey Farmed Lundscape

ith G bing e gy by o Kidry - Al mice
Inverness co Wik
T vyt s e eyl ich ocalsedundlaions,

vegeeation spe in the northern parts with policy. woodland aound

g sl Par

copogpahy.

Key Charscteristics

Fairly Lt are it ol andstions.
Poar il re effcte by eativn e, quaryin ativityand i
Sorubly segttion and ronghgraing it some wall i dicision

H
H
§

S ——
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17 The Seaboard Villa

Balintore 1904

Landicape. Character Types:
17 Balior, Shaduick and Hilto of Cadill Villges
17 Op Farmad Plain (OFS)
176 Opn Farmad Sl (0FS)

Background

el f mproved communicarion lnks. These villages are

o Tover and include teeaced rows of coxcges with sheds an

open spaces ocia funcrions in seufcing communiccs.

s vas bl . in e with sl ey, Moy of
oriin] extended and rcent

e 9y e of B, oo of e hagts e

ofa WWII Flce Air Arm Aifeld. Many ofthe buidings and suctuees
il i il i o e ot muc o e scommoiaion

ey ccupion ,,m... i the form of foundations for
imbr ks and b



-

Local Charscter Type 172 Tl Saniric o
Hilton of Cadball

The sesbourd vilages ar located on th csscen cose of he Tarber Ness
Jeve rca

ehe cossal slape with the foreshore defining the castern edge of

arrnge on ciehe sid of che main rosd and the seeclement pactern is
quite distinc o thae of Balintore. Although chere are many crrices,

views oue 0 sca whilethe buidings chemselves provide welcome shelice

theie orginal sppearance for some considerabl ime unil che gradoal
coducton of extensions and, more freguendy, acic conversions widh
o dormers prolifeacing

Key Characeristics

* Linar stlonent of trsvillges
Mo dpret i Bcated o e fieh o

@ Mors et et despnt iing i b s bebind

« ProdominantyBisori uildingsbat iy wadeisedand e dormers
S —————y—

Sl st barbor ol s public b and a

A o small shps.

P ———
« Gudvicer o 10 it

* Viwally smtaied fom a1 b s,

Local Chaeacter Type 175 Open Farmed Plain

“This ypefes iland wichis oundaries define by che minor roads which
epresent the approximate boundarie of the Second World War Flct Air
Arm Aieield known as Fear o HMS Owl. As would be expeced of a

former airield, his e i virualy fla,lying a¢ approximacely 5 AOD

with locally igher elevations along the boundarics. Mose of che three
linking h

sice, orpedo sheds, engine testing buildings, offces and other buildings.

frsome disace soud: Ve cov s iied 10 s of g
b

e o e et o o, T

oelin theseld et compes sl nd rugh g T e

s ighly visible from surrounding roadssad from areas of highet ground

o the noch and south,



Key Charseteritics

A exesion of he la gpnd st e B of Nigs Bay o e susbu.
Boundsd by the BI1GG and e 1o Ankerile o
o s it i e,
Buldings and vy of a s aiild.
Clonpe of o, rough grasing and csland sdgs.
i s s naally dam and ecnsinly drained
Vi s with ool lowents imited 10 rid buildins, lsraph ol
o s o g s
Views o crs b v fiom e sl rosds

Local Characrer Type 176 Open Farmed Slopes

“This aea e o the sorth and eas of Type 175 and compises 4 oling
andform of steep and genle slopes vaie in leation fom 10m — 33m
AOD. Pare o the aeca sround Loans of Tulloch was uiliscd a5 sn
cormodon cmp o W1 ey bk b o

e and e b Nore of o T s fostren v

surzounding roads alchough local topographica festures and areas of
woodland ende paes inconspicuons from surcondin

Key Characeristics
3 it g i 3 40D
* Bundary with Local hantr e 176

Gy . gy b e ol s
the o e,

and s chapel
Claor s s thi charstr .
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18 North Kessock

North Kessock 1872

Local Landscape Character Types:

180 Norsh Kk Villge
18 Misd Foretsd B (FB)
18 Firth Ede Farmin (FEF)
184 ot Edge Farning (FEF)
Background

“This illage rew around e ey teemina o Tnvernes. The o villges
of North

peni form  single ribbon development alon the shoe of he
Beauly Fireh wich recent desclopment on che ill behind. Originally che
and belomged 1o S Willam Fettes and i was he who busle the piee 0
sccommodce che frry.
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Local Charscter Type 182 North Kessock Villge

Lineascoasal villge extending wesewards rom the Kessock Bedge which

e ows o o e st . s o e
accurted on the slopes between the cousal stip and che A9. Hisoric
uildings in Norch Kessch line the Landward side o the main road and

eyond. The traivionsl layout o Charlesco ocupies boch sides of the

main toad o Redeaste and a & consequence view out over the fich e
les fequent, iving an impresion of an enclosed sectement. Tuentich
cencury howsing ranges from 1930 and 19405 bungslows with large
sardens an southerly aspecs o mae recent developments arranged in
cermuces and culdesas. Vegetation compriss matuse woodland on the
slopes behind the Horel togedher with mature and immature garden
vegeation.

Key Characterisies
Bl frth sl villgs.

B by he il v e A9 i

ol

i riginal e e e shon

= More ron depmns s cted igher pand s by s of s
Thre s of dlipmsst are sl by st of s, estated s

© The Kauck Bridge dominats e sllge crsin acs 10 e caers ol o,
vl

. ha s iws fo e i s il i e
i from s asa ofhe il e e

Local Charactee Type 18b  Mixed Forested Backdrop.

o the north of the A9 from clevaions of spproximaly 60m AOD to
promines e ¢ 123m 0D ad thesummic ofOnd il s 175m

ochecse ch and lls sy secply cothe Moray Firch, Vegecation
i i o s s e o st o ot
facing sopes. The sres contains  nework of forese acces tracks which
are much used by valkersand cyclises.

Key Characterisics

Tl bighat grond b Nort Kesch with st lps o te Moy Fith
* Theares i chaacrizd by doscnifrs sy it b, gomeric

Niowrt of e,

Clar s out v the i,



Local Chacacter Type I8¢ Firch Edge Faeming

Unilaiog b i g e o Ll i cwen
nd the nther Himisof Chaestown,exending south wserly

. Blevation ranges from approximtcly 5m AOD (o 30m AOD

icent to the A9. Th s facng lopes e i sl e with some

clumps and gorse scrub. The spece is open and south ficng wich views
overthe Beauly Firehto Danain Hill snd Inverncss

Key Characteristics

 Lucted b he 49 and the Besnly

Gl andalating and s st he i, L st 10 e i

* Pradominenly o with a f cunifsus shlells and gros of matur
dviduas e,

. sl i il st nd i sy e

R pp——_

= Vi s it b o e by he e v, Vs s
the firh and vy,

Local Character Type 180 Forest Edge Farming

Thistype i Iocated co the north ofche A9 snd cothe souch o ype 186, I¢

lopes. Landeover i permanent pascure with some mised woodland,
coniferous woodand, shlcsbeles,scarcered cees and gorse. To a cestain
estent thecasten end o chis type appears o be It over' land which bas

copecher wich acces pachs coche necwork fcsck on Ord Hill och north,

156,

o Invernes and beyond while the westen potion is more inceovereed
i views being chanelod by sy, plncsons b wet and e

Key Characteristics

Losad It ths A9 and confrs wodiand,
Unidulating o and s ot s o ot A9,

T aaa i grazd and spn,withasional gors fld o

S dulig nd e ety s o of ke sl

hesandof i n 9
Tl are der s the it
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19 Portmahomack

Portmahomack 1872

Local Landscape Character Types:
190 Pormaboack Vil

195 Open Farmed Hosdlond (OFS}
196 Loukand P Bde (HCS)

Background

che First el of Comarey in the late C17 which wasin ruins by 1750 and

inchde T OW P Chrh of 1736, e inous 16 e of
Ballone and two old girnek, one duing buck ro the C17. These lage
e v S, 3 v s} . e e

designared as such in 1972



d

Local Character Type 193 Portmahomack Village

The village les on che coascal shelf with the eastern and southeen
boundarics being defincd by the coustal sope ising to 10m AOD to the

ofche vilage provdes & focl pin in views on approsching the villge

fiom bigher ground toche south. Wichin the hisorc core, buikdings arc

Tt n the ndvard side o o o wih sl ke o and
and dhe beach,

e o bligs . e o e sovid sl o e

awate f s coasallocacion. The aise of s usio the RAF Tain bombio
cange impinge on the vilage.

Key Characterisics

Located in a swallbeak i e o ctal shre and o stckeniog of the
cuntal dpe
el il e e ol ot e
expasion o ising ground bobind.
L i i s v
arks il o o bothchurches, he barbsr wal, she st i
i e ik nd i bl of ot Croars e
« comrunts,arho ed bl ek et 1 Tarbat Wt Ch
« Orisinal charsctr i ot il
Vis sl the o s e e fieh



Local Characrer Type 195 Open Farmed Headland

“This type axcupics most of tip o che peninsula aound Pormahomack
and e in he hinerland o he coastal slope. The landform i undlating

wich views o se in wescely, portherly and cstely direcions.

Key Characteristics

Hasdland ofpninal,

Uil . by 11 nd o sl
Avable ad divide by ot and i s it g fl

T st Bl ol i o ot of e s, it ds
e 1 he i,

St s

cttred s

Local Character Type 19¢  Open Fieth — lowland edge

e secp comsral

permanens pascure wich vegerarion limiced o scattered sceub and gorse
Views from thi sec are focussed aut 1o s and ch srea has scms o
v chser o i he shore and st besond h it
10 above che cosstl slpe.

Key Characteristics

 Samduiched hsucon theckybch ad e castod slp.
 Clurly defnd bundarc

o Narma spon, flot i p 0 S0m wide

@ Rour of bowss a she st s e ctrrs, bt st of b e i
e fin

Tl oal son of el gorse and g

. Duminated by te vt and o ofboskin v,

Viwr s s 0 e firthand disas il
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Inver 1905

Local Landicape Character Types:

e Villge

Fint EdeeSpes (1)
Opn FarmedShpes {1F}
204 Open Fir Store (1F)

Byg

Background

west a3 & reslt of an ourbresk of cholea, The village was cvacusted

brdige o s 5y i of e i e i o
“and Donoch Firth with terrsces of small cotages che doors of

In 1707
school 0 serve the nd




8

Local Charscter Type 208 Taver Villsge

Located on level ground below SmAOD, Inve looks ut on che Morrch

More bombing range and toche Donoch Frch beyond. The sclement s

coss. The nostheen portion is characteised by a lineas arrangeanent it

aroun an open space o che west. As with Portmahomack,the noise of
ot usng the RAF Tain bombing range impinge on ch villge.

Key Characterisics

A sy swall il
ity ik e

Nt dsinsl v

N canon o s i o

N et avcsing sl i s,
Tnaeddutlings uating mall s within e fbric o e il

X e i of g ottt b  fng bk g,
Opor it 10 he it and aon te st

Local Character Type 205 Firch Fdge Slopes

Lying to che south o Inver, chis aeea occupying gently sloping noch
facing ground whichrises from approximacly SmAOD to beeween 10m
and 15m AOD, The norcher s s clsrly defned by the cossal margin
bt ch suchern boundary with e 20 s es well defined. Land e is:
peedomiandy aable v aten of medivs and sl sl el

o,
Key Characterisies

Lot ot
i L ditit than har at fith sl
L o i ot et
il are sl csr 1 s and scatrd ducling,
The lackof pcuation it ond sl s
Vi e 3 fces e and st arts he it



Local Character Type 20 Open Farmed Slopes

“This type accupies Land o the south of type 20b and is charscrersed by
mase steply sloping topography. Pascue i che dominant anduse with
some arsble fieds overlying a random ptcern of conierous shelcrbels,

Porumuhomack  Tin toad. Views end to be directd owaads the cosse
o more secply sloping ground 1o che south ac Knockakae Farm and
Cockle Hill.

Key Characteristics

- e s
et 20y i

Grasing lond ol e s ey 1o some arable

Son s s oo s

Singledotlins it alos he .

Local Chacacter Type 204 Open Fireh Shore

Inver Links and s fily level, Iy sbove Inver Bay escusry. Landover is
dune grasslnd.

Key Charseteritics

Coasa g
Granand

Cotlviws











