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Briefing Note 

Single Use Carrier Bag (Scotland) Regulations

Why we are contacting you?

The Scottish Government are introducing Single User Carrier Bag (Scotland) Regulations, effective Monday 20th October 2014. 

The regulations will have an impact across the retail sector, in-store, on-line and at any point-of-purchase.

What does this mean for you as a retailer?

· The charge on new single use carrier bags will apply to all retailers, regardless of size or type of product sold and includes independent retailers
· You will need to charge a minimum of 5p per new single use carrier bag (paper,plant-based or plastic)
· You must apply the charge from 20th October 2014
· You will need to record the number of bags issues and the charge collected only if you have over 10 Full time equivalent staff, or are VAT registered and issue more than 1000 bags per year.

There are exemptions to the Regulations which may affect your business. It is recommended that you read the full Retail Guidance which will be made available online once the Regulations are passed in Parliament. 

How we can help you comply

Business support will be provided by Zero Waste Scotland at www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/carrierbagchargescotland
Some of the communication and training materials will include the following:

· An online FAQ (frequently asked questions) database which will find you quick answers to the many questions you are likely to have, spelling out the regulatory requirements and exemptions. 

· Staff training video 

· Management training support

· Editable customer point-of-sale artwork for posters, till slips, grocery dividers, billboards advertisement and so on. 

Please do email your enquiries to carrierbags@zerowastescotland.org.uk 

Coming soon. The Carrier Bag Commitment 

An easy, practical tool that will help you trade within the law with the three main requirements of 1. Recording 2. Reporting and 3. Publishing. All your information in one central place, that you can update at your convenience and stored safetly for three years.
The Zero Waste Scotland programme is managed by WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Programme) on 

Behalf of the Scottish Government. WRAP is a limited company. Registered in England and Wales, 

Reg No. 4125764.  


