—_ T
St g

T
. — .

— INVERNESS CITY . Jisecte
~ TRUNK LINK ROAD - WE'ST LINK Sk
OPTIONS APPRAISAL gt A
fhes you to this se,cnndgxhlbltnonfgf:;ﬁ:ﬂ‘:
 Inverness C@;ﬁlé“iﬂ_mk %‘:2 w ;""t

'The Highland

A" Council British E\\ HISTORIC fj ALBA
Combhai === Waterways SCOTLAND AOSMHOR

hairle na
Gf‘l idhealtachd scot I an d - All of nature for all of Scotland SCOTLAND

Scottish Natural Heritage TRANSPORT



The Display includes information developed following the first
Public Consultation in December 2010. You are invited to review
the following:-

* The Project Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA);
* [nformation from the first Public Consultation;

 -The Options Appraisal undertaken on eight Options.



The Highland Council have prepared a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) for the West Link Project;

The SEA has been prepared in consultation with Scottish Natural
Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, and Historic
Scotland;

The SEA was published on 239 November 2011 for public
comment and you are invited to submit your comments as
advised in the Non-Technical Summary;

You canreview the SEA online at the Highland Council’'s website

All comments on the SEA should be submitted not later than 16th
January 2012.


http://www.highland.gov.uk/ICWL

The Stakeholder group comprising of Historic Scotland, Scottish
Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency,
Transport Scotland and British Waterways was set up at project
commencement.

The Highland Council following the completion of a Scottish
Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) (Part |) assessment of
the West Link project moved forward with a Public Consultation
of five Options running from 13" December 2010 - 11t
February 2011 including two evening meetings and two daytime
displays.

The public were given the opportunity to submit their comments.

The five Options presented for Public Consultation are shown on
the following display board.
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Public Consultation No.1 Responses

779 written and email responses were received.
The main concerns raised at Public Consultation Number 1 were as follows:
* Impact on Whin Park;

A web based petition ‘Save Whin Park’ was formed and at the close of the Public Consultation the
petition contained 540 signatures.

« Impact on green space and environmental areas;

»  Conflict with the leisure, recreational and sporting facilities to the north of the River Ness;
» Proposed distributor road does not link up with existing one;

* Loss of sporting/ recreational areas;

» . “Increase in traffic along Dores Road / Island Bank Road (Dores Road unsuitable as a distributor
road);

 Concerns regarding how long it has taken to deliver this project.
428 No. Standard letters from the West Link Protest Group were received.

16 No. Standard letters from the Island Court Owners Association were received.



Options 6to 8

Following a review of the responses received from the Public
Consultation the decision was taken to include an additional

three Options.

The Options to be assessed included the original five and three
additional options which emerged from the Public Consultation.
The three additional Options 6, 7 & 8 are shown below.




STAG Options Appraisal

The next stage of the STAG assessment (Part Il) involved all
eight Options being assessed through the options appraisal
methodology. The options appraisal included an assessment
under the following main headings:

* Environmental Impact
* Accessibility

* Integration

« Safety

« Economy

« Risk & Uncertainty

Each heading included details against various sub criteria.



The following organisations were involved in undertaking the Options

Appraisal:-

ORGANISATION ACTIVITY

The Highland Development of Outline Vertical and Horizontal
Council Geometry Designs, Roadworks Cost Estimates

URS Scott Wilson

AECOM Ltd.

District Valuer’s
Office

Preparation, Planning Issues

Environment, Flood Risk Assessment, Structures
Outline Design Concepts, Structures Cost Estimates
Preparation

Traffic Modelling using the Moray Firth Transport
Model, TUBA Economic Assessment

Guidance and provision of estimated land purchase
and disturbance costs

Historic Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment
Protection Agency, Transport Scotland and British Waterways
contributed to the Appraisal process.



The Eight Options

OPTION 1 - Short direct link from Dores Road to Precast Yard / Weir crossing of the River Ness. Link road to follow the tow
path of the Caledonian Canal embankment to a tandem Canal Bridge arrangement at Tomnahurich.

OPTION 2 - Short direct link from Dores Road to Precast Yard / Weir crossing of the River Ness. Follow the north side of
Whin Park to a roundabout at the corner of Bught Road. Follow a rising embankment across the middle of the Canal Park
Rugby Ground to a new opening bridge over the Canal. Thereafter follow a falling embankment through the Golf Club to join
the A82 Trunk Road to the east of the General Booth Road junction.

OPTION 3 - Short direct crossing of the River Ness at Heraghty Lodge Flats. Follow Bught Road to a tandem Canal Bridge
arrangement at Tomnahurich.

OPTION 4 - Short direct crossing of the River Ness at Heraghty Lodge Flats. From a roundabout at the corner of Bught
Road follow a rising embankment across the Canal Parks Rugby Ground to a new opening bridge over the Canal.
Thereafter follow a falling embankment through the Golf Club to join the A82 Trunk Road to the east of General Booth Road
junction.

OPTION 5 - Short direct crossing of the River Ness at Heraghty Lodge Flats. From a roundabout of the corner of Bught
Road cross the west side of the Canal Parks Rugby Ground on a rising embankment to an opening Canal Bridge and
thereafter link to the A82 Trunk Road via a falling embankment to the west of the Golf Club.

OPTION 6 - Follow a sweeping alignment along the river bank from Dores Road roundabout to cross the River Ness at the
Precast Yard / Weir. Thereafter link road to follow the tow of the Caledonian Canal embankment to a tandem Canal Bridge
arrangement at Tomnahurich.

OPTION 7 - Follow a rising embankment from the Dores Road roundabout to a high level bridge across the River Ness and
Caledonian Canal. Thereafter pass through the Torvean Quarry to join the A82 Trunk Road near the old quarry access.
Includes a tandem Canal Bridge arrangement at Tomnahurich.

OPTION 8 - Short direct link from Dores Road to Precast Yard / Weir crossing of the River Ness. Follow the north side of
Whin Park to a roundabout at the corner of Bught Road. Thereafter follow an alignment in cutting through the Canal Parks
Rugby Ground underneath the Canal via an aqueduct. Then follow a rising gradient in cutting through the Golf Club to link
with the A82 Trunk Road and the General Booth Road junction.
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Canal Crossing for Options 1to 6

Canal width at bridga

‘ ‘ 15m

30m

Canal width

Cannal Plichas



Span - 20.27m Span - 36.375m
| ]

River Crossings 1

Existing Ness Bridge

Whin Park , Span - 60m

| Span - 60m | Span - 60m | Dores Road
f T I

River Ness

Options 3,4 & 5
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Magnitude of Impact

Typical Criteria Descriptors

Major Benefit (v'v'v v")

Large scale or major improvement of resource quality; extensive restoration or
enhancement; major improvement of attribute quality.

Moderate Benefit (v'v'v")

Benefit to, or addition of, key characteristics, features or elements; improvement of
attribute quality.

Minor Benegfit (v'v")

Minor benefit to, or addition of, one (maybe more) key characteristics, features or
elements; some beneficial impact on attribute or a reduced risk of negative impact
occurring.

Negligible Benefit (")

Very minor benefit to, or positive addition of, one or more characteristics, features
or elements.

Neutral (0)

No loss or alteration of characteristics, features or elements; no observable impact
in either direction.

Negligible Adverse (X)

Very minor loss or detrimental alteration to one or more characteristics, features or
elements.

Minor Adverse (XX)

Some measurable change in attributes, quality or vulnerability; minor loss of, or
alteration to, one (maybe more) key characteristics, features or elements.

Moderate Adverse (XXX)

Loss of resource, but not adversely affecting the integrity; partial loss of/damage to
key characteristics, features or elements.

Major Adverse (XXXX)

Loss of resource and/or quality and integrity of resource; severe damage to key
characteristics, features or elements.




Options

Costs

Appraisal Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5 Option 6 Option 7 Option 8
Summary

[Environment X X XX XX XX X

Accessibilityl= | Vo vy | vy v %
Integration v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

Safety v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

Economy v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Risk and X X XX XX XX X

Uncertainty

Estimated

Total Project] £23.5M £27.3M £29.2M £31.8M £30.6M £27.2M




Example of Predicted Changes in Traffic Flows AM 2016 Option 1




Example of Predicted Changes in Traffic Flows PM 2016 Option 1
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Copies of the following reports prepared for the Options

Appraisal are available for review online at the Highland
Council’'s website

« STAG Report entitled Transport Appraisal

* Modelling Report including Economic Assessment
 Environmental Appraisal

* Flood Risk-/Assessment

o Cost Estimate Summary

» Options Appraisal Summary Tables


http://www.highland.gov.uk/ICWL

The Design process for a major project such as this comprises
three stages:-

Stage 1 - This Stage has been completed,;
» Option generating and sifting.
 Public Consultation No.1.

Stage 2 - Current focus is on this stage;
* Options Appraisal.
e Public Consultation No.Z2.

Stage 3
 Preferred Option detailed development.



The Highland Council has established a cross-party working
group, under the Chairmanship of Councillor John Laing, to
oversee the consultation process.

It will be their responsibility to consider the Options Appraisal and
take account of comments from the public.

The Highland Council will consider the outcome of the Options
Appraisal and the feedback from the public consultation when it
comes to select the preferred route which will be taken forward for
planning consent and land acquisition.



Your comments on the proposals for the Options on display
would be welcomed and comments sheets are available
for you to complete and hand in today or send in later.

Alternatively you may submit your comments online at the Highland
Council website at

If you have comments on the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
please submit them using the contact details in the Non-Technical
Summary.

All comments on the Options and the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) should be submitted not later than 16™" January 2012.


http://www.highland.gov.uk/ICWL




>< The Highland INVERNESS CITY - TRUNK LINK ROAD
Council WEST LINK - OPTIONS APPRAISAL

asucarm:._m na PUBLIC CONSULTATION No. 2

‘ Gaidhealtachd COMMENTS SHEET

Name:-
Address:-

Of the eight options on display please indicate below which is your preference:-

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Option 4 Option 5 Option 6

Option 7 Option 8 None of these Options
Comment:-

Please complete this sheet and hand it to the official at reception, or send this sheet to:-

Mr. J A Smith

The Highland Council, TEC Services, Project Design Unit,
Osprey House, Alness Point Business Park,

Alness, IV17 OUP

or alternatively, submit your comments online at the Highland Council Website at
www.highland.gov.uk/ICWL2

All comments should be submitted not later than 16th January 2012.
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