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Introduction

The purpose of this Strategic Environmental Assessment  Scoping Reportis to  set out suff icient
information on the Inverness West Link Design Project to enable the Consultation Authorities to form
aview on the consu Itation perio d and sco pe/level of detail that  will be appropriate for the
Environmental Report.

This report has been prepared in accordance with the E nvironmental Assessment (Scotland ) Act
2005.

Key Facts

The key facts relating to this PPS are set out below:

Name of Responsible Authority
The Highland Council

Title

Inverness West Link Design Project

What prompted the Guidance
A detailed design of a river and canal crossing is required to ensure the road is delivered to facilitate a
reduction in congestion within Inverness City Centre and the wider city area, including public transport
and active travel improvements.

Subject

Transport

Period covered by Guidance

2011 onwards

Frequency of updates

As required

Area covered by Guidance

The area covered by the design project is shown in the map below:

Futurs housing development a1 Neis-side and
=

depend on a
scheme to connect Dones Road with the AB2

Inverness West Link Design Project 3
Strategic Environmental Assessment
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Purpose and/or objectives of Guidance
The purpose of this design project is to consider the options for the delivery of a river and canal
crossing to the south east of Inverness to be used as a distributor road.

Contact

Simon Hindson

Telephone: (01463)702261

E-mail simon.hindson@highland.gov.uk



DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT CONTENT
The Inverness West Link Design Project will contain the following:

e Introduction
o This will outline the purpose, aims, status and structure of the design project
e The options
o This sectio n will discu ss each op tion in turn and how these solut ions have been
reached. This will include:
=  Summary of STAG appraisal;
=  Summary of environmental appraisal,
= A potential land use framework (please note th at this element of the document
may lead to a future development brief).
e Delivery of the design
o This section will focus on how the preferred solution could be delivered.
e Tim escales
o This se ction will outl ine how long it may take to deliv  er the final solution orif
appropriate further work that needs to be completed.



CONTEXT

Relationship with other plans, programmes or strategies and environmental

objectives

Table 1 lists the plans, policies and strategies which are relevant to the Inverness
West Link Design Project and which may affect or influence its content. The

contents of each plan, policy and strategy along with the relationship to the

Inverness West Link Design Project and likely environmental impacts, is also

summarised. We would welcome the Consultation Authorities views on any

additional plans, policies or strategies which we may wish to consider.

Table 1. Plans, programmes, strategies and environmental objectives to be
analysed in the Environmental Report for their relationship with Inverness West

Name of
PPS/Environmental
Protection
objective

Link Design Project
Objective/Requirements of PPS

How it affects or is affected
by the Inverness West Link
Design Project in terms of
issues at Schedule 3 of the
Environmental Assessment

International

Europ

EC

The

EC Directive on the
assessment of the
effects of certain
plans and
programmes on the
environment.
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment (SEA)
Directive
(2001/42/EC)

ean Climate
Change Prog ramme
(2005)

Directive
establishing a
framework for
Community action in
the Field of Water
Policy
Water F
Directive
(2000/60/EC)

Johannesburg
Declaration on
Sustainable
Development (2002)

ramework

Agenda 21(1992)

The objective of this Directive is to provide for a high level
of prote ction of the envi ronment and to contribute to the
integration of environm ental con siderations into the
preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a
view to promoting sustainable development.

Aims toid entify and mi tigate sig nificant e nvironment
effects arising from certain plans and programmes.

The European Commission’s main in strument to discu ss
and p repare the furthe r development of the Euro pean
Union’s climate policy.

To identify and develop all the nece ssary elements on an
EU strategy to deliver the EU Kyoto Protocol commitment
to red uce greenhouse gas emissions to 8% b elow 1990
levels by 2008-2012.

The Water Framework Directive is d esigned to integ rate
the way we manage water bodies across Europe. It aims
to prote ct and enh ance our water environment, pro mote
sustainable water consumption, red uce water pol lution
and lessen the effects of floods and droughts.

Principles of internation al commitme nt to sustai nable
development reaffirmed. Aims to strengthen and improve
Government at all levels to fulfil commitm ent to
sustainable development.

Agenda 21 underlines the growing awareness of the need

The Directive requires that an
SEA be carried outon
documents such as this and
an Environ mental Report
produced.

The p roject should p romote
choice a nd raise a wareness
of the need for cha nge; and
aimtored ucethen eedto
travel. The Council will
promote active travel.

The Strate gic Enviro nment
Assessment will consider the
implications of the proje ct on
the wate r e nvironment and
how its can be nefit the
existing e nvironment and
reduce risk of flooding.

The project will take into
consideration the  principles
of su stainable develo pment
and see k to reflect th ese
within the overarc hing
objectives of the strategy and
individual projects.

The proje ct will refle ct the



UNE

Europ

EC

EC Direc tive On
Public Access to
Environmental
Information
(2003/4/EC)

CE Convention
on A ccess to
Information, Public
Participation in
Decision-Making
and Acce ssto
Justice in
Environmental
Matters. ‘The
Aarhus Con vention’
Adopted June 1998
The Co nvention on
Biological D iversity
(1992)

The Co nvention on
Wetlands of
International
Importance
especially as
Waterfowl Habitat

‘The Ram sar
Convention’
Adopted F  ebruary
1971

EU Soil T  hematic
Strategy

(Consultation stage)

ean
Landscape
Convention (2000)

Air  Quality
Framework Directive

toadopta balan ced andinteg rated app roach to
environment and development issues.

Agenda 21 contain s abro adra ngeofqu alitative
objectives th at relate to sustain able d evelopment. T hese
include a requirement fo r co untries t o adopt inte grated
strategies to ensure compliance with legislation relating to
sustainable developme nt, to promote the use of

renewable energy syst ems andto build  public
environmental awareness.
Enforces th e right of the public to vi ew envi ronmental

information held by public authorities.

Acknowledges the need  for public particip ation in
environmental issu es a nd gra nts th e publi crig hts to
access to justice and information on the environment.

International c ommitment to maintaining the world’s
biodiversity.

Three mai n goal s e stablished —th e co nservation of
biological diversity; the sustainable use of its components
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from the
use of genetic resources.

Requirement for each country who has sig ned the
declaration to develop national st rategies, plan s or
programmes for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity.

An internatio nal treaty th at provide s t he frame work for
national and internatio nal co-ope rationfo rthe
conservation of wetlands primarily to provide a habitat for
birds.

The emerging Soil Strate gy aims to reduce soil pollution,
erosion, compaction and sealing of so il. It also aims to
protect the role of soilin storing CO2, avoidi ng wate r
pollution and pre serving biodiversity. Protectio n of the
sustainable p roduction of food a nd renewable resources
is a further aim.

Promotes th e protectio n, mana gement and pla nning of
European la ndscapes a nd organi ses Europea n co-
operation on landscape issues.

Sets new air quality standards for previously un regulated
air p ollutants. Includ es sul phur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide,
particulate matter, lead and ozone pollutants.

principles of sustainable
development, and will m ake
reference to the Council’s
development policy plan ning
guidance — Planning for
Sustainability in the
Highlands.

The Hig hland Co uncil is
required to ensure th  at all
environmental informati on
relating to the project is made
available to the g eneral
public.

Public invol vement in the
formulation ofthe p  roject
should be actively facilitated.

Consultations s hould
incorporate the  views and
suggestions o flo cal

residents, b usiness groups,
council re presentatives a nd
government.

Adequate consi deration of
impacts affe cting bio diversity
with support for more detailed
assessment at the local | evel
where ap propriate will be
recommended.

The p roject must recogni se
the legal status of any
‘Ramsar’ pr otected site an d
reflect it s ecolog ical
importance in its biodive rsity
objectives.

The proj ect could hig hlight
soil pr otectiona s anis sue
and i mplicates soil
degradation as a forth coming
issue in relation to land use.

The Conven tion dire cts the
way in which European
designated landscap es
issues should be takeni nto
consideration.

The proj ect sho uld co nsider
the strategi ¢ approach to air
quality in Highland.



EC Bird s and
Habitats Directive

Protects all wild birds, t heir ne sts, egg s and h abitats
within the E C. Gives basis to classify Special Prote ction
Areas (SPA’ s)to protect habitat and vulnerable bird
species. Giv es ba sist oclas sify S pecial A reas of
Conservation (SAC’s)

The project will take into
consideration the
requirements of the dire ctive
in its section on Natural, Built
and Cultu ral Heritag e. The
Council will work closely with
the app ropriate agen cies on
this matter.

Europ ean Promotes th e co nservation an d sustainable useof Thep rojectsho uld be
Biodiversity biodiversity, empha sising edu cation, training and implemented with rega rd to
Framework awareness raining, species id entification, monitoring and the Biodiversity Duty that is

exchange of information. statedin  the Nature
Conservation ( Scotland) Act
2004

Europ ean Promotes coherent an d co st-effective policy m aking; The project will prom ote
Framework on technological innovation; st rongerin volvementin civil efficient re source u se, and
Sustainable society; and business in policy fo rmation. Strategies for sustainable travel throu gh a
Development Sustainable Economic support progress in respect of the number of  the topics.

local environment. Sustainable develop ment
would be co nsidered a cross
cutting theme.

Europ ean Spatial Emphasises the impo  rtance ofa chieving, e qually This will influences the
Development throughout the EU, economic and social cohesion, as well delivery of all of the
Perspective asth eco nservation and m anagementof  natural Objectives of the project.

resources and cultural heritage. It stresses more balanced
competitiveness of the European Community.

Kyoto Protocol United Nations international treaty on climate change. The The project will take account
(1992) Protocol e ntered into fo rce in F ebruary 2005. Developed of target s of red ucing CO2

countries that have ratified the Protocol are co mmitted to emissions and co nsider
reducing their emissions of greenhouse gases. measures to reduce the need
Commitment sign ed by 38 countries (plu sthe E U)to totravel and prom ote m ore
introduce | egally bindin g target s to limit or reduce sustainable and active forms
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 5% of 1990 levels of transport.

in the period 2008-2012.

The UK has committed to an 8% reduction.

Wate r Framework The Water Framework Directive is designed to integ rate Interm s of deg radation of
Directive the way we manage water bodies across Europe. It aims water quality the project  will
2000/60/EC to prote ct and enh ance our water environment, promote make reference to the

sustainable water consumption, red uce water pol lution guidance in The Council’s
and lessen the effects of floods and droughts. Designing for Sustainability in
the Highlands.

The Convention on The o bjectives of this Convention, tobep ursuedin Thep rojectsho uldbe
Biological Diver sity accordance wit hit s relevant provisions, are the implemented with rega rd to
(1992) conservation of biological diversity, the su stainable use of the Biodiversity Duty that is

its components and the fai r and e quitable sharing of the stated in the Nature
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, Conservation ( Scotland) Act
including by appropriate access to genetic resources and 2004
by approp riate tran sfer of re levant te chnologies, ta king
into acco untall rig hts overtho se resources andto
technologies, and by app ropriate fundi ng. Its sho rt-term
aim is to si gnificantly re duce global bi odiversity loss by
2010.
EC Directive onthe requires Member States to assess if all water courses and The project will ensure due
Assessment and coast lines are at risk fro m floodin g, to map the fl ood regard is given to flood risk.
Management of extent and assets and humans at risk in these areas and
Flood Ri  sks - totake ade quate a nd coordinated m easures to reduce
2007/60/EC this flood risk.
EU Thematic sets obj ectives forred wucing certain polluta ntsand  The proj ect will take this

Strategy on Air
Pollution (2005)

reinforces th e legisl ative frame work for co mbating air
pollution via two main routes: imp roving Community

strategy in to co nsideration
when ass essing an y impa ct



environmental legislatio n and integ
concerns into related policies.

rating air  quality

on air quality.

U N Framework achieve stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in  The project will consider the
Convention on the atmosp here at a level that would prevent da ngerous role it has to play with regard
Climate Cha nge anthropogenic interference with the climate system. Such toclimate chan ge esp.
(1992) a level should be achieved within a time frame sufficientto Reduction of gree nhouse

allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to gases.
ensure that food pro duction is not threate ned a nd to

enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable

manner.

EU Wild Birds Protection schem e for all of Euro pe’s wild birds, Adequate co nsideration will
Directive identifying 194 species and sub-species. be givent otheimp acts
(79/409/EEC) Provides a framework for the con servation of wild birds in  affecting bi odiversity, with

Europe. The Directive requires the identification of Special support for more det ailed

Protection Areas (SPAs) t o conserve rare or vulnerable  assessment at the lo cal level

species. where appropriate.

Aims to sust ain popul ations of natural ly occu rring wild  The project must ensure that

birds by sustaining areas of habitats in order to maintain the ecol ogical value of

populations at ecologically and scientifically sound levels.  important SPAs  is not
undermined.

EU Habitats Aims to ensure biodiversity by conserving natural habitats Ensure that the proje ctis
Directive of wild flora and fau na. It requires Special A reas of mindful of th e list of site s of
(92/43/EC) Conservation (SACs)to beid entified whichfo rma the natural habitats and

network of protected areas called Natura 2000 along with  species and take appropriate
SPAs. Projects are only  permitted on such sites under steps to avoid the
exceptional circumstances. deterioration of these habitats
Also aims to maintain, or restore, in a favourable condition and avoid distu rbance of
designated natural type s an d h abitats ofd esignated scheduled, scarce o rrare
species. species.
Ensure t hat sch emes
pursuant to the project do not
resultin damage to sp ecial
areas of conservation.
SE Circ ular EU EU Nature conservation policy i s ba sedont wo main The Local authority should be
Habitats a nd Bird s pieces of legislation — the Birds Directive and the Habitats aware of the NATURA 2 000
Directive Directive. Its prioritie s a retocreat ethe Euro pean sites and p rotect the setting
(2000) ecological n etwork (of special a reas of con servation) ofthese area s from
called NAT URA 2000, a nd to integrate nature p rotection unsympathetic develo pment
requirements into othe r EU poli cies such as agriculture, through the creation of the
regional development and transport. project.

Europ ean The Commission proposes some 60 measures aimed at The document will have due
Commission developing a Europe an transp ort system cap able of regardto them easures
Transport White shifting the balan ce between mo des oftra nsport, contained within this paper.
Paper — E uropean revitalising th e rail ways, p romoting tran sport by sea and
Transport Po licy for inland waterways a nd controllingt he gro wthi n air
2010: Tim eto transport.

Decide (2001)

EU Urban Transport The objective of this paper is to enhan ce mobility while at The document will have due
Green Paper: Clean the sameti meredu cing conge stion, acci dentsand regard to th e p rovisions of
Urban Transport pollution in European cities. this green paper.

(2007)

Biofuels Directive Lays the foundation for th e promotion of alternative fuels The document will have due

2003/30/EC in the EU. In particular, it spe cifies that Membe r States regard to th e p rovisions of
should ensure that a minimum sh are of biofuels and other the directive.
renewable fu els i s pla ced on the m arket, an d, to that
effect, shall set national indicative targets.
SEA Good Practice The gui delinesa red esignedtoa ssistp ractitioners The Council will use these

Guidelines (ODPM )

responsible for pl ans and programmes  requiring SEA,

guidelines to inform how best



Fore

Wildlife

UK

2005

stry
Commission (2004)
The UK Fore stry

Standard: The
Government’s
Approach to
Sustainable Forestry

and

Countryside Act (as

amended

UKW ild

)1981

Ma mmals

(Protection) Act

1996

UK The Protection
of Badgers Act 1992

UK Climate Cha nge

Act

Biodiversity
Action Plan 1995
and 1999

Department for the
Environment, Food

and Ru
(DEFRA)

ral Affairs

Air Quality Strategy
for Englan d,

Scotland,
Northern
(2000 —
2003)

Wales and
Ireland
a mended

explain the role of the Environment Agency in the process
and promote good practice approaches.

The two central aims of the Standard are:
- The su stainable mana gement of
woods and forests; and
- A steady expansion of tree cover to i ncrease the
many diverse benefits that forests provide.

our existing

This A ctis t he pri nciple mechanism f or the le gislative
protection of wildlife in Great Britain. T he Local Plan will
aim to protect designated areas and priority habitats from
development influences.

Offers p rotection for rare wild mamm als throu ghout the
UK, inclu ding sp ecies such as red squirrels, bats and
otters.

UK legislation offering specific protection to ba dgers and
their setts. It is an offence to wilfully kill, injure or mistreat
a badger. Their setts are also protected from ob struction,
destruction, damage and, when active, disturbance.

Any work within 30 metres of a bad ger sett may require a
licence from SNH, andifde structionofth e settis

unavoidable, a licen ce will definitely be re quired from

SNH beforehand.

The UK Climate Change Act sets ata rget of 60%
reduction by 2050.

CO0,

It is the UK Govern ment's response to the Convention on
Biological Diversity signed in 1992. It d escribes the UK's
biological resources a nd commits the government to a
detailed pl an for the p rotection of the se resou rces. It
currently has 391 Species Action Plans, 45 Habitat Action
Plans an d 162 Lo cal Biodiversity Action Plan s with
targeted actions, a major review of th e Priority Sp ecies
and Habitats are und erway, and will be completed in late
2008.
Describes th e plans drawn u p by th e Gove rnmentand
devolved administrations to improve a nd protect ambient
air quality in the UK in the medium-term.
Standards set for 8 main air pollut ants of pa rticular
concern to human health:

-Benze ne;

-1,3-buta diene;

- Carbon  Monoxide;

- Lead;

- Nitrog en Dioxide;

-0zo ne;

- Particles (PM10); and

- Sulphu r Dioxide
Local authorities are charged with drawing u p their own
strategies to tackle the air quality objectives in their areas.
Standards are to be achieved between 2003 and 2008.
The standards are purely health based and objectives are
tobe derived from the se, takin g a ccount practi cally,
technical feasibility, and economic factors.

to carry out an environmental
assessment on qualifying
plans and programmes.

The project will consider the
implications for any areas of
semi-naturaland am enity
woodland in the project area.

There are a number of SSSls

inthea rea. The project
shouldre  cognise their
statutory i mportance and
strivetoe nsure they are

adequately protected.

The project will consider the
location of habitat s when
assessing the options for the
project.

Badger ha bitats will be
considered w hen assessing
options for the project.

The project will take a
strategic vie won ho w the
project can contribute.

The p roject shoul dbe
implemented w ith r egard to
the Biodiversity Duty that is
stated in the Nature
Conservation (Scotland) Act
2004

The proj ect will have regard
to the implications of different
policies on  air quality and
promote measure s which
reduce the need to travel and
encourage t he develo pment
and uptake of m ore
sustainable options.

The proj ect sho uld se ek to
ensure that air pollution within
the areai s manage dand
where po ssible, step s are
taken to alle viate air quality
problems.




Scotland National

The Environmental
Assessment

(Scotland) Act 2005

Scottish Executive
et al (2005 )
Securing the Future.
The UK’ s shared
framework for
sustainable

development

Scottish Executive:
Choosing Ou r
Future S cotland’s
Sustainable
Development

Strategy (2005)

Land Reform

(Scotland) Act 2003

etc.
(Scotland) Act 2006

Planning

Sc ottish Outdoor

Access Code (2003)

Scotland’ s
Biodiversity (2 004)
It's In Your Hands. A
Strategy for the
conservation and
enhancement of
biodiversity in
Scotland

The Act ensures that during the preparation of a qualifying
plan or programme, there will be the  carrying out of an
environmental assessment. The SEA proc ess that should
be followed by a responsible authority is also outlined.

Sets out the guiding principles that have to be adhered to
in order to achieve the goal of sustainable development.
The followi ng prin ciples set out the frame work fo r all
sustainable development policy within the UK:

- Living within environmental limits

- Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society

- Achieving a sustainable economy

- Promoting good governance

- Using sound science responsibly
This document sets out t he action that will be taken in
Scotland to t urn the shared priorities set out in the UK
Framework for sustainable development into action. It has
six key p riorities; su  stainable consumption and
production, climate change and energy, natural resource
protection and environm ental en hancement, sustai nable
communities, learning to live differently and delivery.

Part 1 of the Act introduces:
- statutory right of responsible access;
- reciprocal obligation o n o wners to ma nage th eir
land responsibly;
- placesa dutyonlo calautho rities touph old
access rights and to maintain core paths;
Part 2 introduces:
- community’s right to buy
Part 3 introduces:
- crofting community right to buy

Act of the Scottish Pa rliament to make further p rovision
relating to to wn and country planning; to make p rovision
for bu siness improvemen t distri cts; a nd for conn ected
purposes.

The Scottish Outdoo r A ccess Code, whi ch aim s to
support the access provisions of the Land Reform Act, is
based on three key principles:

- respect the interests of other people

- care for the environment

-take responsibility for your own actions

Vision:
‘It's 203 0: S cotland i s recognised as a world leaderin
biodiversity conservation. Everyone is involved; everyone
benefits. The nation is enriched’
Objectives:

- conserve what we have

- sustain healthy ecosystems

- create networks and connections

- engage more people

- promote sustainable development
The strategy alsound erlinesthen eedtopro mote

The Council will follow  the
procedure outlined in the Act
when carryingout an
environment asse ssment on
a plan or programme.

The project should adh ere to
the five p rinciplesi n o rder
that all policies are
sustainable. The em  phasis
within the  strategyi son
balancinga |Ilasp ects of
sustainability, and this should
be co nsidered within the
project.

The project will take account
of obje ctivesrel atingto
sustainable development.
Measures fo rre ducingt he
need to trav el and a shift to
active an d public tra nsport
will positively contribute to
these indicators.

The projectnee dsto be
aware of communityla nd

ownershipa ndliai se with
communities in order to
assess if there are any

allocations that may be
required for the com munity’s
benefit. The project will a Iso
take into account lo cal paths
that need to be maintain ed,
improved a nd safegu arded
from development.

The project will be produced
using the g uidance set outin
this Act and al sothe
secondary le gislation of the
Town an d Country Pla nning
(Scotland) (Develo pment
Planning) Regulations 2009.
The project should co ntribute
to the devel opmentof core
path netwo rks along side the
core p ath pl an. Th e p roject
will identify paths that pla y a
key pa rtinagree n
framework.

Sets out the overall ap proach
to biodiversi ty conse rvation
and enh ancement whi ch the
projects hould ¢ ontribute
towards.

The p roject sh ould i dentify
key species and habitats, and
give ade quate co nsideration
to the impact s affect ing
biodiversity with su pport for
more detailed asse ssment at



Scottish

The

Scottish

Scottish

Wate

The

Historical
Environment Polic y
(2008) (HS)

Conservation
(Natural Habitats,
&c.) Regulations
1994 (as amended)

Executive
(2001) P otential
Adaptation
Strategies for
Climate Cha ngei n

Scotland

Executive
(2003) Im  proving
Healthin S cotland
The Challenge

r Environment
and Wate r Services

(Scotland) A ct 20 03
(WEWS)

Water
Environment
(Controlled

Activities) (Scotland)
Regulations 200 5
(CAR)

understanding and appreciation of natural heritage.

The Scottish Historic Environment Policy sets out Scottish
Ministers’ policies, providing direction for Historic Scotland
and a poli cy frame work th at informs th e work of a  wide
range of public sector organisations.
Under the Regulatio ns, competent au thorities i.e. any
Minister, government department, public body, or person
holding public office, have a general duty, in the exe rcise
of any of their functions, to have regard to the EC Habitats
Directive.
Identifies a full range of potential adaptation strategies for
Scotland, i ncluding th ose specifi cally relatin g to
agriculture, forestry, fishing and biodiversity.
Emphasises the impo rtance of flexible re source
management and the ne ed to move on from de fining
conservation objectives on the ba sis of single species or
fixed locations as these may no longer be achievable.
The strategy notes that:
‘the fragmented and often overla pping nature of policies
for fore stry, agri culture and bi  odiversity imp edes
appropriate adaptatio n strategies. In the medium -term,
drivers of chang e from agri culture, from mitig ating
greenhouse gas emissions, from sustainability issues and
from the p rotection of biodiversity may lead to a bl urring
and perhaps complete rem ovalo fthedi stinctions
between policies for forestry, agriculture and biodiversity.’
Addresses wider he alth issue s and ai ms to improv e life
expectancy.
Also aims to redu ce health inequalities between deprived
and affluent people. Aims to ‘mainstream’ health policy so
that it be comes anintegral part of wider p ublic sector
policies. To achieve the required 1% annual increase, the
strategy f ocuses o n en suring that p hysical a ctivity is
encouraged across the population a s a whole, and
targeting sp ecific comm unities for basic changesi n
activity levels.
The Act translates the EC Water Framework Directive into
the Scottish context. Itinclud esa numbe r of key
commitments relating to Scotland’s water environment:
« establishing River Basin Management districts;
- preparing River Basin Management Plans
- regulation of controlled a ctivities (including those
likely to cause pollution to the water e nvironment,
those involv ed in ab straction, andt hose from
construction on or near water).
The Act aim s to preve nt further d eterioration of water
quality an d ha s give n Scottish M inisters po wers to
introduce regulatory controls ove r acti vities in ord er to
protect and improve S cotland’s water environment. That
is, wetlands, rivers , loc hs, trans itional waters (estuaries
and saline la goons), coastal waters and water under the
ground (groundwater).
Brings into effect the regulation of the following activities:
« abstractions from surface and groundwater;
o impoundment of rivers, loch s,we tlandsan d
transitional waters;
« groundwater recharge;
- engineering in rivers, lochs and wetlands;
- engineering activities in the vicinity of rivers, lochs

the local  level where
appropriate.

The project will take into
consideration the SHEP when
built an d cul tural h eritage of
the study area.

The proj ect will have regard

to the EC Habitats Directive.

The project will take account
of the Scottishsh  are and
consider m easures from the
transport se ctor which would
positively co ntribute to  the
targets, for e xample reducing
the need to travel and
encouraging modal shifts to
more sustainable methods.

The project will take into
account health relat ed
impacts of different strategies
and seekto prom ote m ore
active travel.

The project will reflect the Act
inthe d evelopment of
adequate drainag e syste ms.
Future expa nsion of | ocal
water provision or abstraction
and wastewater h andling to
cope wit h expe cted
population increa ses will
require clo se consultation
with SEPA and Sc ottish
Water.

The Regulations apply across
the wate r environment to
provide a holistic approach to
pollution control and
protection of the water
environment.

Any activities that may  fall



Flood

Scottish

Sc

Histo

Prevention
and La nd Drainage
(Scotland) Act 1997

Passed to the
Future (200 2)
Historic S cotland
Policy for the
Sustainable

Management of the
Historic Environment

Executive
Trunk Ro ad
Biodiversity Action
Plan (TRBAP)

(2000)

ottish
Change Bill

Climate

ric Scotland’s
Memorandum of

and wetland which are likely to have a significant
adverse impact upon the water environment;

- activities liable to cause pollution;

- direct or indirect discha rge of certain su bstances
to groundwater; and

e any other activities which directly or indirectly are
liable to cause a significant impact upon the water
environment.

The introdu ction of the Flood P reventiona nd Land
Drainage (Scotland) Act 1997 instigated changes to the
responsibilities and duties of Local Authorities in Scotland.
In re spect of this A ctth e floodi ng referred to is the
flooding of la nd, not being agricultural land. Floo ding of
agricultural land falls out with the requirements of the Act.
The impli cations on T he Highl and Council of thi s Act
impose the following additional requirements:-

a) Assessment of waterc ourses, from time to time
for the purpose of ascertaining whether any such
watercourse is in a condition likely to flood.

b) A duty to maintain wate rcourses, which arein a
condition likely to cause flo oding, or where works
would sub stantially redu ce the likelihoo d of such
flooding.

¢ Notification of Local Authorities out with the area.
Where it app ears to The Highland Council that
any wate rcourse inthe areaisina condition
which is likely to cause flooding, out with the area,
the Council shall notify the local auth ority for the
area in which the land is situated.

e Reports shall be published, at two year intervals.
Sets out the Scottish Ex ecutive’s policy for the
sustainable manag ement of the histo ric environm ent. It
notes the i rreplaceable n ature of hi storic environ ment
features, but also sets out the followi ng key pri nciples to
guide the parameters in which change can take place:

- recognising value —in te rms of qu ality of life and
as a means of meeting social, environmental and
economic needs

- good stewardship — taking into account ca pacity
for change and the sustainable use of resources

e assessing im pact — follo wing the p recautionary
principle where impact is not clear

e working toge ther —to re duce dama ge, resolve
conflict and maximise benefit

Sets the Sco ttish Executive’s commitm ent to prote cting
Scottish bi odiversity on the trun kroad n etwork. The
purpose of the document is twofold:

- to assistin the delivery of biodiversity targets and
objectives a s set do wn in the Scottish Local
Biodiversity Action Plans.

- toraise awareness of biodiversity in all engineers,
managers, p lanners, d esigners a nd ecologists
working on the Scottish Trunk Road network.

The aim of the Bill is to e stablish a fra mework to e nable
more actions tore duce Scotland’ s gree nhouse gas
emissions a nd adapt to climate ch ange. The Bill is
currently out for consultation and The Hig hland Council
have submitted a response

This is the document to which all planning authorities are
directed by Scottish O ffice Develo pment Depa rtment

within the  remit of these
regulations will req uire close
consultation with SEPA and

the recei ptofap propriate
licences.
The p rojectsho uldt ake

account of fl ood plains and
areas at risk of floodin g from
SEPA'’s flood risk maps.

The project should recognise
the importa ntrole of the
historicen vironment and
acknowledge the  need to
work togeth er with others to
consider a b alance between
social, e conomic and
environmental needs.

The p rojectsho uldt ake
account of any
recommendations a nd
actions outli ned withi n the
Trunk Ro ad  Biodiversity
Action Plan.

into
ons

The project will take
consideration the provisi
of the act.

The project should recognise
the importance of the hist oric



Meeting

Nature

Environme

Tran

Guidance on Listed
buildings and
Conservation Areas.

the Needs,

Priorities, Ac  tions
and T argets for
Sustainable
Development in
Scotland (2002)

Conservation
(Scotland ) Act

cottish Historic
Environment Policy

Draft Riv er Basin
Management Plan
for the Scotlan d
River B asin Dist rict
(2008)

Changing ou t Ways
- Scotland’s Climate
Change Prog ramme
(2006)

The Air Qu ality Limit
Values (Scotlan  d)
Regulations 2003
ntal
Impact A ssessment
(Scotland)
Regulations 199 9
(As Amended)

sport (Scotland)
Act 2005

Circular No0.13/1998 in their consideration of conservation
and listed building consent matters.

The Memorandum aims to :

* pre sent th e pri nciples and p olicies upon which the

legislation is based

« offer clear guidance which will help both applicants and
planning officers to d etermine whether they are follo wing
those principles and policies and achieving what is best
for the site

Prioritises re sponsible resource use; Encourages e nergy
conservation and promotes use of power from re newable
sources; En sures th e p rovision of better lan d use

planning, alternative service delivery  and su stainable
transport systems.

Sets out a serie s of m easures which are designed to

conserve bi odiversity a nd to protect and enhance the

biological an d ge ological natu ral heritage of S cotland.
Places a general duty o n all public bodies to further the
conservation of biodiversity.

Sets out the policy for the identification and designation of
nationally important ancient monuments. Sets the context
to con serve the eviden ce of Scotland’ s pa st base d on

their cultural significance.

The d raft ri ver ba sin m anagement plans (b elow) will

ensure that statuto ry a gencies, p rivate o rganisations,
public se ctor bodie s and individuals work togeth er to

create afinal plan that a ddresses all aspects of water
management.

The Scottish Executive is committed to playing its full part
to tackle climate change. Key elements of this programme
are:
- presenting a vision for S cotland and how we are
to move forward
- quantifying Scotlan d’s ‘eq uitable co ntribution’ in
carbon terms
- settinga S cottish targ et for ca
reductions
- demonstrating Scotland’s achievements so far
- settingoutnew a ctions and future directio ns
across the main sectors
- responding t o the inev itable co nsequences of
climate change

rbon emission

Sets out the types of devel opments which will be subject
to EIA and the process.

An act of the Scottish Parliament which places a range of
duties related to tran sport on Lo cal A uthorities in cluding
the production of a re gional tran sport strategy and | ocal
transport strategy and

environment and
acknowledge the need to
work togeth er with others to
consider a b alance between
social, e conomic and
environmental needs.

The proj ect willprom ote
sustainable travel

The project will take into
consideration th e me asures
proposed in the Act

The project should ensure the
conservation of historic areas
of cultural importance.

The project will make sure
that the recom mendations
and findings of the RBMP will
be take ninto con sideration
when workin g to form ulate
policies  onthe wa ter
environment.

The project will support active
and public transport, an d will
highlight the nee dfo r the
provision of locally impo rtant
pedestrian and cycle paths.

The final ro ad build p roject
will be subject to
Environmental Impact
Assessment.

The design project will give
due regard to the p rovisions
of the Act.

Scottish Planning Policy Tier

Nation

al Planning This is the governments land use element of its economic The proje ct must take

Framework fo r

strategy and sets out how each part of Scotland can play

into
account the information within



Scottish

De

Scotland 2

Planning
Policy (2009)

PAN 43 Golf
Courses and
Associated
Developments
(1994)

PAN 60 Planning for
Natural Herita ge
(2000)

PAN 61 Plannin g
and Sust ainable
Urban Draina ge
Systems (2001)
PAN 65 Plannin g
and Ope n Space
(2008)

PAN 69 Plannin g
and Building
Standards Advice
on Flooding (2004)

PAN 79 Water and
Drainage (2006)

signing Streets

Designing Places

its part in making Scotland the b est small country i n the
world.

This sets out national policy, the purpose of th e planning
system and the objectives for co re parts of the pla nning
system

Golf course proposals will be assessed on the demand for
such development in the area and their ability to fit into
the landscape.

Complements SPP on Natural Heritage, with examples of
good planning practice in relation to natural heritage from
across Scotland highlighted in a number of cases.
Provides advice on how developm ent and the pla nning
system can contribute to the conservation, enhancement,
enjoyment a nd un derstanding of Scotlan d's natural
environment, and e ncourages developers an d pla nning
authoritiest o be p ositive and creative in add ressing
natural heritage issues.

Planners have a key role in highli ghting the need for
Sustainable Urban Drain age Systems (SUDS) a nd co-
ordinating SUDS projects.

Gives advi ce on therol e of the plannin g syste min
protecting a nd enh ancing existing o pen spa ces and
providing hig h quality ne w spa ces. Supports NPPG 11:
Sport, Physi cal Recreation and Op en Space. Also sets
out how lo cal autho rities can pre pare o pen space
strategies a nd give s e xamples of good pract icein
providing, managing and maintaining spaces. The a dvice
relates to open space in settlements: villages, towns and
major urban areas. A key aim of the P AN is to raise the
profile of open space as a planning issue.

Provides background information and best practice advice
in support of Scottish Planning Poli cy (SPP) 7: Planning
and Flooding. The SPP aims to prevent future
development which would have a significant probability of
being affe cted by flooding or whi ch would in crease the
probability of flooding elsewhere.

The PAN takes as a starting point the responsibilities of
local auth orities and d evelopers in en suring that future
development is not located in areas with a significant risk
of floodin g, i ncluding fun ctional flood plain s. However,
there a re circu mstances whe re de velopment would
benefit from selecting designs, forms of construction and
materials which m ay hel p to minimi se the effect s of a
flood event on the property.

Development Plans guide the future development and use
of land in the long term public interest. Local Plans play a
key role in id entifying suitable lo cations for develo pment
in the context of an overall settlement strategy. Provision
of water and waste water is an important consideration in
the delivery of public policy objectives, including those set
out in development plans.

Designing Streets is the first poli cy statement in Sco tland
for street design and ma rks a ch ange in the empha sis of
guidance on street de sign towa rds place-m aking and
away from a system fo cused up ont he do minance of
motor vehicles.

Sets out the Scottish Government’s aims to raise

NPF2

The proj ect will have regard
to the SPP.

The p roject area in cludes a
golf course and as such due
regard will be h adof the
provisions containe d within
the PAN.

The project will consider the
implications of this PAN

The p roject sho uld set out
howS  UDS will be
incorporated.

The project will consider the
provisions of the PAN.

The project will consi der role
flooding will play in
developing a design solution.

Issues rel ating to water and

drainage should not be
viewedi nisolatio n but
considered in relation to  the

objectives of the guidance.

The document will have due
regard to the agenda set out
in Designing Streets.

The document will have due




standards of urban and rural development.

regard to the place-making
agenda set out in de signing
places.

Regional

Highl

Inverne

Supplem

Highl

Highl

A Smart, Succ essful
Highlands and
Islands (Hi ghlands
and Island ]
Enterprise, 2005)

and Council
Local Transport
Strategy
(2000)(currently
being reviewed)
Cityof In  verness
Greenspace
Strategy

A96 Corridor Master
plan

Highland Climate
Change Strategy

ss Local
Plan

entary
Planning G uideline
on De veloper
Contributions
and
Strategy

Access

and Area
Tourism Strategy
(partnership
strategy)

This is a n enterp rise st rategy for th e Highla nds and

Islands. Its central aim i s to realise th e popul ations’ full
potential on a sustainable basis, and outlines the strategic
objectives o f strength ening co mmunities, develo ping
skills, growing bu sinessesa nd makin ggloba |
connections. In particula ritaddre sses theissu es of

remoteness, affordability of hou sing, unique cultural and
natural as sets, low er th an a verage in comes, inc reasing
rural pop ulations a nd b alancing g rowth, and in creasing
business development.

The Highland Council prepare a Local Transport Strategy
and implement the policies, plans and projects to improve
and manage the Highland transport system.

Sets out a | ong term vi sion for p rotecting and enhancing
greenspace within the city. Sets out the impo rtance of
greenspace in Inverness and the positive impacts it can
have on he alth, eco nomy, environm ent, education and
tourism.

An impleme ntation scheme covering the overall phasing,
infrastructure, funding, de veloper contributions prot ocol
and deliver mech anisms for expansion and development
eastwards of Inverness to the border with Moray.

A requirement of bein g a signatory to Scotland’s Climate
Change Declaration, the Climate Change Strategy will set
out Highland Co uncils a ctions to mitig ate the causes of
Climate Change and adapttoitsli kely impacts. The
Strategy will be develo ped du ring the term of this
administration.

Sets the strategy and | and u se fra mework for the
development of land and protection of the environment in
the Inverness area

This guidance is in preparation and will set o ut guidance
on Developer Contributions

Aims to address the needs and aspirations of people of all
ages and abilities to deliv er a wide range of re creational
and e njoyment of the env ironment be nefits for walkers,
cyclists, e questrians an d paddl ers. T hereby contri buting
to so cialin clusion, he alth improvem ents, sustain able
transport and improvement to the ove rall quality of life by
unlocking this potential and guiding the way in which the
Council an dits pa rtners ca nta ke forward pl ansfo r
access throughout the Highland Council area.

Produced in 2006 by the Hig hland Area T  ourism
Partnership sets out a Strategy (until 2015 ) and A ction
Plan (3 ye ar) which sets out how Highland tourism could
be develo ped to achieve the Govern ment's 50% gro wth

The project will reflect the
need to build commu nities’
prospects f or a sustai nable
future, t hrough land
allocations f or b usiness and
housing (em phasising
affordable ho using),
protecting and enhancing
natural and built heritage, and
encouraging (where
appropriate) the use of
renewable energy.

This document will be utilised
to enable anden courage
active transpo rt
improvements.

Should be i mplemented with

regard to the Biodive rsity
Duty thati s stated in the
Nature Co nservation

(Scotland) Act 200 4 a nd will
deliver towards the objectives
within the guidance to help
create a healthier Highland.
The proje ctis to update the
green frame work section of
this masterplan

This will be taken into
consideration wh en bringing
forward the project.

The project will supplem ent
guidance already in the Lo cal
Plan.

The project will consider the
implications of this emerging
guidance.

The project will seek to meet

theaim s ofthea ccess
strategy.

Tourism will be a strong
influence a nd drive ra new

crossing.
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Highl
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Inverness and Nairn
Core Path Plan

and
Space Audit

Open

and wide Local
Development Plan

n Networks:
Interim
Supplementary
Guidance

ness
Vision

City

ness City
Centre Development
Brief

target by 2015.

This document identifies the key st rategic links which will
provide for a system of paths and waterways (" core
paths") sufficient for the  purpose of giving the p ublic
reasonable access throughout their area and to the wider
access resource

A comp rehensive au dit of open spa ce in Highl and wa s
carried out in Summer/Autumn 2009. The findings of this
will be published in Summer 2011. The au dit con siders
the quality, quantity and acce ssibility of greenspa ce in
Highland.

Sets the strategic vision, strategy and general policies for
the whole of the Highlands.

Sets out det ailed g uidance and general prin ciples for a
Highland Green Network.

Sets out a vi sion and provides detail on the strategy for
the City of Inverness as set out in the Highland wide Local
Development Plan.

A docu ment asso ciated with the city visionitai msto
identify the development opportunities in the City Centre.

The project will have due
regard to core path sin the
area.

into
dits

The project will take
consideration the au
findings.

The project will have due
regard to the land allocations
and general policies on the
local development plan.

The project will have due
regard to th e guida nce and
cross refer if appropriate.

The project will have due
regard to the contents of the
City Vision and help work
towards the strategy for the
city.

The project will have due
regardtothed  evelopment
opportunities in the City
Centre and the imp act these
may have on the need fo ra
river and canal crossing.



Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment

General

The design project will cover an area of approximately 4 square kilomet res and is an
area which is, at pre sent, largely undeveloped. The wider area which may be
impacted by the devel opmentist he City of | nverness which has a population of
60,890 (2009 mid-year estimates). This relevant aspects for the current state of the
environment are broken down by SEA Topic. A table and maps showing all of the
baseline data can be found in Appendix 1.

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna

Torvean Landforms SSSl is a very large statutory site the northern part of which
encompasses almost all of the land between the Caledonian Canal and the A82 from
the edge of the golf cou rse down to the ponds opposite Ness-side. Th is includes all
of the for mer quarry and surro  unding woo dland/scrub. It is prot ected for its
Quaternary geomorphology, cont aining an excellent a ssemblage of fluviogla cial
landforms comprising kame terrace s, eskers, kames and k ettleholes. It includes one
of the best British examples of a suite of kame terraces and conta ins part of the
Torvean esker, one of the large st such features in Brita in. Torvean is significan t,
therefore, not only for some classic landforms, but also for a wider assemblage of
interrelated geomorphological featu res. Althou gh the designation is in respecto  f
geological features, the site is also of note for unimproved neutral gra ssland, semi-
natural woodland and scrub habitats.

The River Moriston Special Area of Conser vation (SAC) although located in
approximately 35km to t he south is also a relevant baseline consideration. Atlantic
salmon and Freshwater pearl mu  ssel are both qualifying features of the Rive r
Moriston SAC which is located upst ream from t he River Ne ss and joins Loch Ness
near Invermoriston. Atla ntic Salmon pass throu gh the River Ness when travelling
upstream to the River Moriston. Any works affecting the  River Ness therefore also
have the po tential to impact on the SAC. The conservation objectives for the SAC
state, ‘To avoid deterio ration of the habitats of the qualifying species  or significant
disturbance of the qualifying spe cies, thus en suring that t he integrity of the site is
maintained and the site makes an appropriate contribution to ach ieving favourable
conservation status for each of the qualifying features.

Ancient Woodland Inventory in the vicinity of  Torvean Landforms SSSI, and other
locations to the south of the scheme. SNH have confirmed that the ancient woodland
classification is “Long establishe d Woodland of Plantation Origin”. This is not a
statutory designation, but does highlight the area as potentially high val ue ecological
habitat.

The following habitats occur in the study area and are priority habitats in the UK BAP
(‘'UK’) or Inverness & Nairn LBAP (‘Local’):

e Wetlands & Ponds (UK & Local)

Drystone dykes & long-established field boundaries (Local)
Gorse & scrub woodland (Local)

Upland oakwood (UK)

Upland birchwood (UK)

Aspen stands (Local)

Riparian woodland (Local)

The following selected species are known to o ccur (*) or could occur in the stud y
area and are priority speciesinth e UKBAP (‘UK’) or In verness & Nairn LBAP
(‘Local’):



Brown hare (UK) *

Otter (UK) *
Pine marten (Local)
Badger (Local) *
Polecat (Local)
Bats (UK/Local) *
Red squirrel (UK) *
Slow worm (Local) *
Common lizard (Local)
Great crested newt (UK) *
Toad, frog and palmate newt (Local) *
Kingfisher (Local) *
Skylark (UK) *
Linnet (UK) *
Yellow hammer (Local) *
Osprey (Local) *
Grey partridge (UK)
Bullfinch (Local) *
Song thrush (UK) *
Common eel (Local)
Atlantic salmon (Local) *
Lampreys (Local) *
Brown trout (Local)
Speckled wood butterfly (Local) *
Freshwater pearl mussel (UK)
Bluebell (Local) *
Aspen (Local) *

The most diverse and highest quality semi-natural broad-leaved woodland is found at
Whin Island by the River Ness, esp ecially near and at the river's edge. This is a mix
mainly of sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, ash Fraxinus e xcelsior and alder Alnus
glutinosa, with some holly llex aquifolium, willow Salix sp. and locally oak Quercus
sp., incorporating a diverse ground flora includ ing many s pecies typical of lowlan d
riparian woodland such as ramsons Allium ursinum , dog’'s mercury Mercurialis
perennis, bluebell Hyacinthoides n on-scripta, | esser celan dine Ranunculus ficar ia
and pignut Conopodium majus. The quality of this woodland tends to decrease closer
to the amenity areas, where there are patches of plantation and scrub.

Adjacent to the Caledonian Canal next to the playing fields and golf course there are
strips of semi-natural broad-leaved woodland which are lower quality in terms of
ground flora, but are no table for the abundance of mature wych elm Ulmus glabra.
Where the canal and river are in closest proximity, the thin strip of land between them
has for part of its lengt h another strip of semi-natural broad-leaved wo odland. This
contains a large amount of mature beech, b  ut the ground flora co ntains natur al
elements such as bluebell and great woodrush Luzula sylvatica.

Around the northern periphery of  the former Torvean qu arry, adjacent to beech
plantation on slopes ab utting the golf course, t here is an extensive amount of semi-
natural woodland dominated by birch with a  generally acidic groun d flora. To the
south-east the dominant species changes to mature oak. Within the f ormer quarry
and on part of the south edge there are other stands of silver birch Betula pendula
woodland, some of them within the quarry in a state of succession from dense gorse
Ulex europaeus scrub.



A Phase 1 habitat su rvey and a badger su rvey of the study area has been
undertaken.

Population

As discussed in the gen eral section above the City of Inverness has a population of
60,890, wit h a populat ion density of approximately 22 people per  hectare. T he
census ou tput areas which make up the a  rea covered by the project have a
combined population of 468 (2001 data).

Human Health

Information from the ce nsus is one of the best simple me asures we have of the
health of o ur populatio n. In the ar ea which is to be affe  cted by this project the
percentage of total with a long term limiting illne ss is 16.3% this is be low the 18.4%
of average in Highland as a whole.

It is conside red likely that the domi nant noise source in th e area is road traffic, in
particular on the A82 to the north and the B862 to the south, onto which the proposed
scheme connects. Other potentially significant n oise sources include activities on the
River Ness and Caledonian Canal, the various sporting activities at Queens Park and
industrial activities located between the B862 and the River Ness.

Soil

The Torvean Landforms is a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) an d
is noted for its Quaternary of Scotland feature. No Regiona lly Important Geological
Sites (RIGS) have been identified close to the West Link.

A sheet of “river overbank deposits” immediately underlies t he flat lying area east of
the River Ness. This de posit is thought to comprise up to 2 metres of brown loam or
silty sand with scattered pebbles and cobbles. Locally, former river channels may be
encountered on the floo dplain. These former river channels may no w be filled with
several metres of potentially compre ssible water saturated organic sand, gravel and
peat.

The Macaulay Institute Soil Surve y of Scotland classif ies the soils in this area as
Fluvioglacial silts and raised beach sands of m ainly Humus-iron podzols with some
gleys.

The Macaulay Institute for Soil Res earch classifies land int o 7 categories ranging
from 1 (Land Capable of Producing a Very Wide Range of Crops) through to 7 (Land
of very Limi ted Agricultural Value). The soil classification varies from 2 in the south
through to 32 just south of the River Ness.

Water

The quality of the fresh water environment is also recognised internationally for it s
importance as a spawning ground for wild salmon and use by whisky distilleries. The
many lochs and rivers t hat characterise the area are impo rtant for lo cal economies
and provide the scenic backdrop that encourages so many tourists to t he area. The
River Ness which runs through the area is cla ssed as “G ood” by SEPA and the
Caledonian Canal is cla ssed as “Good Ecologica | Potentia | (Artificial)” in terms o f
water quality. There are two other man made water bodie s within the vicinity of the
project area, Loch Na Sanais, Whin Park Pond and Golf Course pond.

With regard to flooding it is noted t hat the SEPA Indicative River and Coastal Flood
Map (Scotland) shows some flooding along the channel of the River in the vicinity of
the Mill / Timber Yard on the southern bank, at Canal Park on the northern bank and
also at Ness-side House on the eastern bank. A specific flood risk assessment is
being carried out for the proposed scheme and this gives fu rther details in regard t o
site specific flood risk. The purpose of the FRA is to advise the bridg e design and



scheme development to ensure that mitigation of flood related effects is incorporated
into the scheme design.

Air

Highland region is not affected by air pollution from exten sive road networks and
heavy industries as in o ther parts of Scotland. In the City of Inverness there are no
Air Management Areas however the re are some areas where air quality is becoming
a problem, these are very localised to the City Centre (due to fumes from buses) and
in Telford Street (solid fuel burning).

Highland Council operate a continu ous monitoring site adja cent to the A862 Telford
Street. The site has be en in operation since July 2001 and currently monitors NO2
and PM10 (gravimetric). Up until 20 07 carbon monoxide (CO) was also monitored at
the site, ho wever, the results wer e very low, well below the relevant air qualit vy
objectives and monitoring was therefore discontinued. Pollution concentrations at the
automatic monitoring site are well below the current air quality objectives.

Climatic Factors

Transportation is one of the main contributors to climate change due to emissions of
carbon diox ide (CO2). High levels of CO2 a  nd other ‘g reenhouse gases’int he
atmosphere are thought to accelerate the earth’s natural warming. This warmingi s
predicted to have a variety of environmental consequences includin g increased
frequency and severity of storm events, as well as rises in sea level. Changes in
rainfall patterns could lead to increased erosion and pollution associated with surface
run-off.

Material Assets

The area covered by th e study contains no sign ificant material assets as the natural
resources present have largely been utilised in the development of the City. There
are a number of core p aths which run through the site which may be af fected by the
provision of a river and canal crossing (some negatively, some positively).

Cultural Heritage
There are a number of Scheduled Monuments within the immediate a nd wider study
area, these include;

e Caledonian Canal , Dochgarroch Lock — Muirto wn Lock (including
Tomnahurich Swing Bridge)

e Torvean Motte, and
e Holm House.

Nearby listed buildings to the area of works for all options include:

The Firs and its garden wall at 2 Dores Road — Category B;

Drummond Tower at Stratherrick Road — Category B;

Lodge, Drummond Hill, Stratherrick Road — Category B,;

Number 38 at Island Bank Road — Category B; and

A number of other list ed buildings at Stratherrick Road (Bellevue Nursing
home — Category B), 42 & 44 Island Bank Road (Category C).

Tomnahurich Cemetery Garden and Designed Landscape lies on the edge of the site
to the north east (see Figure 3.1 —E nvironmental Constraints Plan). This major 19th
and 20th century public cemetery adds sign ificant land scape value to the city o f
Inverness a nd the stu dy area. It consists o f an extensive series  of scu Iptured
monuments and plantations, with views of Tomnahurich Hill.

The Inverness (Riverside) Conservation Area is in the south east of the study area, to
the south of the rugby club grounds and extends across the river.



The Highland Historic Environment Record identifies a number of features within th e
study area.

Landscape

The area within which the corridor is located is covered by the SNH Inverness District
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) 1999 (No. 114). T he corridor is within th e
‘Inverness Urban Area’ Character Type but straddles two sub- types: the ‘Suburban
Fringe’' (3.11b) and the ‘River Ness and Canal’ (3.11c).

The adjace nt Tomnahurich Cemetery is includ ed in the Inventory of Gardens and
Designed Landscapes in Scotland.

The site is located on the western  edge of the City in an  urban fringe area which
gives way to neighbouring countryside. The landscape character within the vicinity of
the proposed route options corridor is very distinctive. Although the wider setting of
this land scape is part of the co astal pla in with the la nd rising to the south of
Inverness, the area has a more enclosed, leafy character formed by distinctive local
topography, the presence of mature trees and woodland areas and built up areas of
the City.

The key facts and th e baseline information collated for this scoping report ha s
enabled us to identif y some e nvironmental problems in the Highland are a.
Environmental problems that affect t he area are identified in table 2 below. Some o f
the negative trends negative trends highlighted in this table are likely to continue if
there is not a suitable design for a r iver and canal crossing in Inverness. Feedback
from the Co nsultation Authorities is sought on the scope of environmental problems
identified.



SEA Issue

Table 2 Environmental Problems Relevant to the Inverness West Link

Design Project

Potential Environmental Impact resulting

from the Inverness West Link Design

Implications for the Inverness West Link
Design Project

Biodiversity,
flora, fauna

Population

Human
health
Soil

Water

Air

Climatic
factors

Material
assets

Cultural
heritage

Landscape

Project
The land f alls of a

new crossing could
impact on a designated site.

Construction activities and crossin g design
may affect open water and have an impact
down stream.

The potential exists for European protected
species and other protected specie s on the
site.

Loss, fragmentation and isolation of habitats
and distur bance to species from the
construction of a crossing.

Habitat loss and fragmentation due to
culverting of water courses.

Increasing population, increase s traffic in
and around the City leading to cong estion at
peak times.

Noise associated with high traffic flo ws can
have a detrimental affect on human health.
New infrastructure would result in both
temporary impacts on and permanent loss of
greenfield land. It shou Id be noted that this
land has been allocated for develop ment in
the Inverness Loca | Plan and the Highland
wide Local Develop ment Plan (Proposed
Plan).

Water quality in the River Ness is good and
in the Caledonian Canal has good ecological
potential. D isturbance of the river during
construction may ha ve an impact (albeit
temporary) on the water quality.

Potential disturbance to groundwater during
the construction period.

If the river and canal crossing r esults in
increased t raffic then there maybe an
increase in emissions which may reduce air
quality.

Increased emissions for the potential
increased tr affic may have an impact on
climate change.

The crossing can enable the development of
additional active travel links

Risk of impactonth e setting o f cultural
heritage features.

Any new crossing is likely to have an impact
on visual amenity and landscape character

The crossing should avoid adverse impacts on
the Torvean SSSI.

A Construction Environmental Managemen t
Plan should be produced and implemented to
avoid significant adverse impacts.

A protected species survey could be undertaken
to look at the likeliho  od of the presence o f
protected speciesa ndidentif y potential
mitigation.

Any crossing should build in provision for active
travel.

The crossing should be designed and sited in a
manner which avoids amenity impacts.

The guidan ce should seek to avoid impacts o n
soil and g eology including the avoidance of
impacts on important geomorphological features
such as Torvean Landforms.

Any crossing should avoid the use of culverting
and put in place appropriate construction
methods to avoid impact on the water
environment.

Any crossing should build in provision for active
travel.

Any crossing should build in provision for active
travel.

Any crossing should  seek to promote the
sustainable use of natural resources.

Any crossing should seek to avoid significantly
adverse impacts on the cultural heritage present
in the surrounding area in cludingth e
Caledonian Canal.

Any crossing should be sensitively designed to
avoid an impact on sensitive design.



The above has aided the Council in understanding the need for the level of detail and
scope of the guidance and the environmental report.



Scope and Level of Detail Proposed for the Environmental Assessment

Alternatives

SEA require s that “reasonable alter natives” to the Plan are considered. These set
the context for the following two sect ions of this report — scoping of SEA issues and
consideration of a framework for the assessment of environmental effects.

As the Consultation Au thorities will be aware, alargea mount of work has be en
undertaken to identify the options for the River and Canal Crossing including a range
of public co nsultation. Through this work a total of 8 option s for the river and canal
crossing have been identified. Each of the alter natives are shown on maps includ ed
as Appendix 2 of this scoping report.

Alternative Approach — Do Nothing

The other a Iternative approach is t o not to have a river and canal cr ossing to the
south of Inverness. While this ma y have localised environmental benefits in terms of
there being no change in the envi ronment, th ere is likely to be  more widespread
negative environmental affects including impact on air quality in Inverness City
Centre. There would  also be sig nificant rep ercussions in terms of socia | and
economic however this is outwith the scope of the SEA process.

The alternative approaches will be assessed against appropriate SEA obj ectives. We
would welcome the Consultation Authorities views on these alternatives.



Scoping in/out of SEA issues

In accordan ce with Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act
2005 the Highland Council ha s considered whether the environmental effects
(positive and negative) of the proposed Inverness West Link Design Project are likely
to be significant. It is anticipated thaw whichever option chosen there will be
significant effects on the environment both positive and negative, therefore the role of
the Strategic Environmental Assessment will be to maximise the positive impacts and
minimise or suggest mitigation for any negative impacts that aa river and canal
crossing may have. Fro m the environmental problems liste din Table 2 in above,
there could be varying challenges relating to certain SEA issues. For this reason we
consider the plan is likely to have significant effects (positive and negative) on some
environmental issues at a strategic level. It should however be notedt hat the final
chosen option will also be subject t o EIA which may identify further mitigation and
impacts. A summary of our conclusions is given in Table 3 below.

Table 3. Scoping of SEA issues

SEA issues | Scoped | Scoped out If scoped out, why
in
biodiversity, flora, fauna | X
population X While there may be some impacts

on human health these are likely to
be minimal and therefore unlikely to
have a significant negative effect/
human health X While any new crossin g may lead
to an effect on amenity, there are
limited receptors in the direct
vicinity of any of the options.

soil X It has been recognised that there
may be some limited impact on soil
but due to t he location of important
geological features within t he
project area it is con sidered there
may be a  significant impact if
particular options are chosen.
water X There is po tential for a temporary
impact on water qualit y during the
construction period but thorough
the implementation of a
construction environmental
management plan ther e will be
limited impact. All proposed options
do pass through an area of flooding
but any significant con struction in
these areas will be avoided.

air X There is the potential for any ri  ver
and canal crossing to improve air
quality in the wider area given the
reduction in congestion that is
anticipated by a crossing. However,
thisisno tconsider ed to be
significant.

climatic factors X Again there is potential for any river




and canal cros sing to reduce
congestion within the city but this is
notli kelyt olea dto a sign ificant
impacto nt hel evel of e missions
therefore itisu  nlikely t hat th ere
would be a signi ficantimpac to n
climate change.

material assets

Given the limited material assets in
the area it is not anticipated that
there would be significant impact. It
is anticipat ed that no material
assets would be sterilised by any of
the crossing options.

cultural heritage

landscape




Methodology for Assessing Environmental Effects

The alternatives will be subject to detailed assessment against all the SEA objectives
and criteria. We would welcome commento  n the proposed SEA objectives as
outlined below. The SEA objectives are derived from those used for the Strategic
Environmental Assessment on th e Highland wide Local Development Plan and
modified to suit the p articular circumstances and requir ements of t his proje ct. In
formulating these objectives it is again important to note that the purpose of this SEA
is to identify and propose mitigation for the SEA topics where there is likely to be
significant environmental effect and

This proce ss will ident ify as far as possible what level of e nvironmental impact th e
operation of these policies will have and any mitigation or improvement which will be
required. The assessment will include cons ideration of the following aspects of
possible environmental effects: length/duration; permanency; positive an d negative;
and cumulative and secondary.

A matrix ap proach will be used to assess the level of sig nificant impact and the
cumulative effects. It has been developed setting out envi ronmental objectives, with
indicators and columns for carrying out the appraisal of potential impacts. A sample
of the method to be used is shown in Appendix 3.

SEA Topic SEA Objective

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 1. Maintain and enhance design  ated
wildlife sites, biod iversity, valuable
habitats  and protected species,
avoiding irreversible losses.

Soil 2. Protect and enh  ance important
geological features.

Cultural Heritage 3. Protect and, wh ere appropriate,
enhance the cultural heritage.

Landscape 4. Value an d protect the diversity and

local distinctiveness of landscapes.

Cumulative Effects

The cumulative effects of this guidance on each of the SEA objectives will be
assessed with regard to the issues which have been scoped into the environmenta |
report

Proposed Mitigation Measures

The SEA Directive requires the use of mitigation measures that make
recommendations to prevent, red uce or offset significa nt adverse effects. The
proposed mitigation measures will be discusse d in the Environmental Report. In
addition the Environme ntal Report will encoura ge the enh ancement of the positive
effects. Changes to the guidance  will be considered sh ould it provide for better
mitigation against negative environmental effects.

Monitoring Framework

The Environmental Report will outline the proposed monitoring framework.



Next Steps

Proposed consultation timescales

The Enviro nmental Re port for the Inverness West Link Design Project will b e
published for consultation in tandem with the next stage of the project d evelopment.
At present itis it is anticipated that this will be in Autumn 2011. It is envisaged that
the consultation period may run for a period of 6 weeks. The views collected durin g
this consultation period will u sed in producing a revised Environmental Report. A
proposed timetable for the various stages is outlined below:

Stage Inverness Wes tLink Strategic En vironmental Time Scale
Design Project Assessment

1 Review of pu blic consultation Prepare a S coping Report and sen d July 2011
responses. to the Consultation Authorities

2 Release final option s Publish an Environmental Report and Autumn 2011
appraisal for the Invern ess consultthe com munityandth e
West Link Design Project Consultation Authorities on this for a

total of 6 weeks.

3 Publish final version of Publishre  vised Env  ironmental Tbc
options appraisal. Report, if required.

4. Finalise o ptionan dt hen Publish Post-Adoption Statementand Tbc
continue to  EIA, Planning submit to SEA Gateway

Permission and delivery.

As noted in the next steps section above, and through out t his scoping report, which
ever option is chosen f or the final design of the river and canal crossing it will be
subject to an Environ mental Imp act Assessment. This is being undertaken as a

separate exercise however the findings of this SEA should be used to inform the EIA.





