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Summary 
This report details the activities of Caithness Horizons Limited during the financial year 
2012/13 and recommends that members accept the Financial Statement 31st March 2013 
on behalf of Highland Council.  
 
 
1. BACKGROUND  
 
1.1 Caithness Horizons was jointly founded by the Highland Council, the United 

Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority (later superseded by Dounreay Site Restoration 
Limited - DSRL) and Thurso Heritage Society.  The Company operates a 
community facility/museum in the former Thurso Town Hall and Carnegie Library 
building. 

1.2 The Company is run by a board of Trustees to which the Council is entitled to 
nominate members.  Councillors J. Rosie and W. MacKay were appointed by 
Highland Council on 31 May 2012. 

1.3 To satisfy the requirements of the external funders who provided the original 
capital funding to refurbish the building and were keen to ensure a period of 
financial stability for the organisation, both the Council and DSRL agreed to 
provide revenue funding of £90k for a period of years. This arrangement comes to 
an end in 2018.  

1.4 In addition, the organisation receives financial assistance from the Education, 
Culture & Sport Service through the established scheme of support for the 
independent museums’ sector in Highland governed by Service Delivery 
Contracts.  During the 2012/13 financial year, this was £12,377 (a 15% reduction 
from the previous year) and is due to reduce by a further 3% in 2014/15. 

1.5 During the course of the current financial year, it was agreed that instead of two 
council services being involved with the organisation, ECS should become the 
lead service within the Council. This means that future annual reports will be 
presented to the Adult & Children’s Services Committee rather than the Planning 
Environment and Development Committee (or, with effect from 1 April 2014, the 
Education, Children and Adult Services and Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Committees). 

 
2. ANNUAL REPORTS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
2.1 The Company’s audited accounts for 2012/13 are appended to this report. 
 



  

2.2 The auditors have confirmed that they are satisfied that the accounts have been 
properly prepared, and they have made no adverse comments. 

 
2.3 During the year there were 74,368 visitors. Eighteen temporary exhibitions and 

forty four public events were organised in addition to an off-site festival, Wave 
North, which attracted 13,422 participants. On-going feedback highlights the 
excellent visitor experience. 

 
2.4 The Company organised an extensive annual programme, including offering 

curatorial support to two local heritage groups and museums, three festivals, an 
artist residency, a summer exhibition in collaboration with North Lands Creative 
Glass, a wide programme of events and thirty school visits. 

 
3. IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 There are currently no resource, legal, equalities, climate change or risk        

implications arising from this report. 
 
4. RECOMMENDATION 
 
4.1      Members are recommended to: 

(i) Note the activities of Caithness Horizons Limited; and 
(ii) Accept the Financial Statements for the year ending 31st March 2013 of 

                Caithness Horizons Limited on behalf of the Highland Council. 
 

 
 
Designation: Director of Education, Culture and Sport 

Date:  17th January 2014 

Author:  Ron MacKenzie, Head of Support Services, Education, Culture and Sport  

Background Papers: Annual Report for Year Ended 31 March 2013 
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