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Summary 
 
This report invites Members to approve the 20mph speed limit within the village of 
Avoch in accordance with the Draft Road Traffic Order (DRTO) entitled The Highland 
Council (Avoch Village) (20mph Speed Limit) Order 2013. One objection has been 
received in response to the DRTO. 
 
 
1. 
 

Background 

1.1 As part of the Council’s strategy to introduce 20mph speed limits as a measure 
to improve road safety and provide an environment to encourage walking and 
cycling, plans were drawn up to introduce a 20mph speed limit on High Street 
and various residential streets on the older part of the village of Avoch. 
 

1.2 A draft order entitled The Highland Council (Avoch Village) (20mph Speed 
Limit) Order 2013 was prepared.  
 

1.3 A drawing showing the area of the proposed 20mph speed limit is shown in 
Appendix 1. 
 

2. Statement of Reasons 
 

2.1 Following representation from the public and consideration by the local Ward 
Members it was considered appropriate, in the interests of road safety, to 
promote a 20 mph speed limit on part of the A832 Road and some of the roads 
that make up the village of Avoch. 
 

3.           Consultation 
 

3.1 The following were consulted on the proposals for a 20mph speed limit on 
High Street and other streets in Avoch: 
 

• Ward Members 
• Community Council 
• The Emergency Services 
• Freight Transport Association 
• Bus Companies 



 
3.2              There were no objections to the proposals from any of the above. 

 
3.3 The proposals were then advertised in the local press and letters were sent to 

all premises on the affected streets.  
 

4. Objection to the Draft Road Traffic Order 
 

4.1 One objection to the DRTO has been received from Nr Neal Drummond. 
 

4.2 Under the Council’s Scheme of Delegation, the power to make a permanent 
Road Traffic Order is delegated to the TECS Committee where there are 
unresolved objections. 
 

4.3 The Committee has three options: 
 

1. Approve the proposed 20mph speed limit as advertised and instruct its 
implementation 

 
2. Order a formal local hearing in accordance with the Local Authorities 

Traffic Order (Procedures) (Scotland) Regulations 1999 to decide the 
matter. 

 
3. Accept that the objection is valid and instruct that the Draft Order be 

withdrawn and redrafted. 
 

5. Objections - in Summary 
 

5.1 Mr Drummond’s objection is that the 20mph speed limit should not apply to 
High Street, A832 as it would cause driver frustration and increase journey 
times. Correspondence from Mr Drummond and the Council’s response is 
included at Appendix 2. 
 

6. Response – in Summary  
 

6.1 In response to his correspondence Mr Drummond was informed that the 
Council had a policy in relation to 20 mph speed limits in town and village 
centres and residential areas and the benefits gained from the introduction of 
these measures. He was made aware that the desire for a 20mph speed limit 
in the village was initiated by the community through the Community Council. 
 

6.2 Mr Drummond has been informed that the proposal, including all 
correspondence, will be included on the agenda for a future TECS Committee 
meeting. 
 

7. Implications 
 

7.1 There are no resource implications arising from this report, as the work is 
included in existing budgets. 
 



7.2 There are no legal implications arising from this report 
 

7.3 There are no equality implications this report 
 

7.4 Reduced vehicle speeds through will reduce carbon emissions into the 
atmosphere. 
 

7.5 There are no risk implications arising from this report. 
 

  
8. Recommendation 

 
8.1 Members are invited to approve the 20mph speed limit in Avoch in accordance 

with the Draft Road Traffic Order entitled The Highland Council (Avoch Village) 
(20mph Speed Limit) Order 2013. 
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