
 
THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL   Agenda 

Item 
 

  
5 SEPTEMBER 2013 

Report  
No 

 

 
Local Government Boundary Commission - Review of Wards  

 
Report by the Chief Executive 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has notified the 
Council that it expects to start substantive work on the review of Wards in early 
Autumn 2013. The Commission has asked whether the Council may wish to 
begin taking a view as to whether it is content with the present number of 
Councillors so that preliminary views can be passed to the Commission as it 
begins its own consideration. 
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has notified 

the Council  that it expects to start substantive work on the reviews in 
early Autumn 2013. A copy of the Commission’s letter is appended to the 
Report. Once the settlement data from the 2011 Census becomes 
available, later this calendar year, it will write to all councils with their initial 
thoughts about an appropriate number of Councillors for their area, on 
which views will be welcomed. 

 
1.2 The Commission has asked whether the Council may wish to begin taking 

a view as to whether it is content with the present number of Councillors 
so that preliminary views can be passed to the Commission as it begins its 
own consideration. The Commission has indicated that because of the 
statutory requirement for electoral parity, it should be remembered that 
any change in Councillor numbers, even of only 1 or 2 Councillors, may 
result in substantial changes to ward boundaries across the council area 
to ensure that each Councillor represents, so far a possible, the same 
number of electors 

 
1.3 The results of the review will be in place for the next Local Government 

Election in May 2017. 
 
2.0 THE COMMISSION’S APPROACH 
 
2.1 At earlier Reviews, the Commission used a formulaic approach (as in the 

Third and Fourth Review which concluded in 1998 and 2006 respectively) 

jgreen
Typewritten Text
HC/30/13

jgreen
Typewritten Text

jgreen
Typewritten Text

jgreen
Typewritten Text
10

jgreen
Typewritten Text

jgreen
Typewritten Text



 2 

to determining the number of Councillors, taking into account the 
population density and distribution of a council area. It is likely that the 
Commission will use a similar sort of approach in this review. 

 
2.2 In 2006, this approach had the Highland Council as a Category 6 Authority 

– with 60% or more of the population living outwith settlements of 10,000 
or more persons AND an overall population density of less than 0.2 
persons per hectare. The ratio of Councillors to electorate was 1:2,000. 
Argyll and Bute was the only other Category 6 Local Authority in Scotland. 

 
2.3 In 1998, the Commission was not prepared to accept proposals for 82 or 

83 Councillors and devised a scheme for 80 Councillors. 
 
2.4 In July 2013, based on an electorate of 182,000, this ratio is 1: 2,276 

electors. 
 
2.5 In this review, Wards must contain 3 or 4 members, as required by 

legislation. Details of the configuration of Wards will be considered at a 
later date. 

 
2.6 Analysis of the current electorate (July 2013) of each ward is attached. It 

will be noted that there are 12 Wards that are 5% above or below electoral 
parity. It is therefore very likely that some ward Boundaries will require 
adjustment. 

 
9. RECOMMENDATION 

 
9.1 
 

It is recommended that the Council makes no comment on the review at 
this stage and awaits the Commission’s proposals due later this year.  
 

 
Designation:  Chief Executive 

Date:   27 August 2013 

Author:  John Bruce, Elections Manager    

Background Papers:–  LGBCS letter of 6 June 2013 

 







 
THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL 

WARD PARITY 2013 
 
Name of Ward No. of 

Councillors 
2005 

Forecast 
Electorate 
for 2009  

Electorate 
1 July 2013 
 

With 
electoral 

parity 2013 

% of parity 

Ward 1.    North, West and Central 
Sutherland 

3 4,685 5028 6828 73.6% 

Ward 2.    Thurso 3 6,085 6302 6828 92.3% 
Ward 3.    Wick 3 5,425 5786 6828 84.7 % 
Ward 4.  Landward Caithness 4 7755 8663 9104 95.2% 
Ward 5. East Sutherland and Edderton 3 5660 6335 6828 92.8% 

Ward 6. Wester Ross, Strathpeffer and 
Lochalsh 

4 6925 9913 9104 108.9% 

Ward 7. Cromarty Firth 4 8625 9654 9104 106.0% 
Ward 8. Tain and Easter Ross 3 6255 7242 6828 106.1% 
Ward 9. Dingwall and Seaforth 4 8875 9480 9104 104.1% 
Ward 10. Black Isle 4 7610 8503 9104 93.4% 
Ward 11. Eilean a' Cheò 4 7845 8511 9104 93.5% 
Ward 12. Caol and Mallaig 3 8580 7007 6828 102.6% 
Ward 13. Aird and Loch Ness 4 8130 9341 9104 102.6% 
Ward 14. Inverness West 3 6640 6935 6828 101.6% 
Ward 15. Inverness Central 4 8935 9951 9104 109.3% 
Ward 16. Inverness Ness-side 4 8690 8995 9104 96.1% 
Ward 17. Inverness Millburn 3 5960 6560 6828 96.1% 
Ward 18.  Culloden and Ardersier 4 7975 8869 9104 97.4% 
Ward 19.  Nairn 4 8980 9439 9104 103.7% 



Ward 20. Inverness South 4 9115 10141 9104 111.4% 
Ward 21. Badenoch and Strathspey 4 9140 10516 9104 115.5% 
Ward 22. Fort William and Ardnamurchan 4 8280 8886 9104 97.6% 

 
The highlighted test indicates the Wards that are more than + / - 5% of Parity 
 
Note. As at 1 July 2013, the electorate of Highland was 182,057. Electoral parity is achieved by dividing the elctorate by 80, giving 
2,276. A 3 member Ward should therefore have 6,828 electors and a 4 member Ward 9,104 electors. 




