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Application for a major variation of Premises Licence under the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005 
 
Private Eyes Inverness, 57 Academy Street, Inverness IV1 1LU 
 
Report by the Clerk to the Licensing Board  
  
Summary 
REF: HC/INBS/188 
This Report relates to an application for a major variation of Premises Licence. 
Premises: Private Eyes Inverness, 57 Academy Street, Inverness IV1 1LU 
Applicant: Shane Manning as agent for PECI Ltd, Chapelshade House, 78-84 Bell 
Street, Dundee DD1 1HN 
 
  
1.0 Description of Premises 

 
 Centrally situated Nightclub comprising Dance Floor, Bar, Seating Areas, 

Lounge and DJ Desk.  The premises provide adult and general entertainment 
to members of the public and an entry fee is chargeable to patrons. Patrons 
must be over the age of 18. Where the entertainment is musical, the music is 
usually provided by way of an amplified sound system operated by a DJ. 
Music ceases at 2.45am. Adequate stewarding is provided both at the door 
and inside the premises. On-sales only. 
 

1.1 Previous Core Operating Hours 
 On Sales: 

Mon – Wed 19.00 hrs to 01.00 hrs 
Thurs to Sunday 19.00 hrs to 03.00 hrs 
 

2 
 

Summary of Variation Application 

2.1 Variation Sought 
 1. To extend trading hours Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday to 03.00 

hrs in line with the hours permitted for rest of week. 
2. To remove the requirement to use polycarbonate glasses after 21.00 

hrs.  
3 Background 

 
3.1 
  

On 26 September 2013 the Licensing Board received an application for a 
major variation of a Premises Licence on behalf of the applicant’s agent, 
Shane Manning on behalf of PECI Ltd, Chapelshade House,  78-84 Bell 
Street, Dundee DD11 HN. 
 



  

3.2 The Board has advertised the application on the Council’s website for a 
period of 21 days and the applicant has to display the Notice on site for the 
same period (14 October to 11 November 2013). Confirmation of site notice 
has been received. 

  
3.3 In accordance with standard procedure, Police Scotland, Highlands and 

Islands Fire and Rescue Service, The Council’s TEC Services 
(Environmental Health), Planning and Building Standards were consulted on 
the application. 
Notification and a copy of the application have been sent to NHS Highland. 
There is no Community Council formed for this area. 
 

3.4 
  

A notice of the application has been sent to and all the people listed under 
S21(1) of the Act.  
 

3.5 Objections have been received: 
 by email on 8 November 2013 from Gillian Gunn on behalf of Highland 

Violence Against Women Strategy Group; and 
 by email dated 8 November 2013 from Dr Margaret Somerville, 

Director of Public Health, Assynt House, Beechwood Park, Inverness 
IV2 3BW. 

  
4 Legislation 

 
4.1 The Licensing Board must in considering and determining the application, 

consider whether any grounds of refusal apply and if none of them applies, 
the Board must grant the application.   
 
Relevant grounds of refusal may be: -  
 
1.    the grant of the application will be inconsistent with one or more of the 

licensing objectives; 
2.    having regard to; (i) the nature of the activities carried on or proposed to 

be carried on in the subject premises, (ii) the location character and 
condition of the premises, and (iii) the persons likely to frequent the 
premises, if the Board considers the premises are unsuitable for use for 
the sale of alcohol in accordance with the proposed variation;  

3.    having regard to the number and capacity of (i)  licensed premises of the 
same or similar description as the subject premises (taking account of 
the proposed variation), in the locality in which the subject premises are 
situated, the Board considers that, if the application were to be granted, 
there would, as a result, be over provision of licensed premises or 
licensed premises of that description in the locality. 

  
4.2 The Board has power where, if they would refuse the application as made, 

but if a modification is proposed by them and accepted by the applicant, the 
application can be granted as modified. 
 



  

 
5.0 Licensing Standards Officer’s Comments 

 
The Premises are a City Centre Night Club who currently trade as a Late 
Night Venue on Thursday to Sunday until 03.00hrs. Their operating history is 
trouble free and the Premises are well managed and stewarded. Recently 
the category of Adult Entertainment has been added to the list of permitted 
activities within the Operating Plan. This has been well managed and there 
has been no increase in disorder or incident. 
 
Application has been made to operate the Club on Monday to Wednesday 
until 03.00hrs. There is already precedent within the Highland Licensing 
Board’s area for such hours to be granted. In the view of the LSO the Club 
have demonstrated a sound ability to operate within the licensing objectives 
as a late hours venue. Several compliance visits carried out in the past have 
indicated a high level of licensing knowledge and adherence to the Operating 
Plan and conditions. 
 
The LSO is of the opinion that should the Board be moved to grant the 
additional Licensing Hours there will be no threat to the Licensing Objectives. 
 
Also within the application is a request to have the existing local condition 
requiring the use of plastic/polycarbonate glassware to be used from 
21.00hrs on any evening the Premises operate late hours. In view of the 
Premise’s trouble free operating history the LSO recommends that this could 
be relaxed without threat to the Licensing Objectives. 
 
Timeous Objections to this application has been received from NHS and from 
the Highland Violence Against Women Strategy Group. In the view of the 
LSO the issues raised in the objections have already been fully debated 
when the Adult Entertainment activity was approved and was held not to 
contravene the Licensing Objectives. If the Operating Plan is approved as 
compliant with the Licensing Objectives for 4 days in the week it does not 
seem proportional to question its validity for the proposed extension. 

  
6.0  HLB Local Policies 
 The following policies are relevant to the application:- 

 
(i) Highland Licensing Board Policy Hours   
(ii) Highland Licensing Board Policy Statement 
(iii) Schedule of Local Conditions  
(iv) Highland Licensing Board combined Equality Scheme 
 



  

 
7.0 Conditions 
7.1 
 
 
 
 

Mandatory Conditions 
 
If the application is approved the Mandatory Conditions set out in Schedule 3 
of the Act will apply. 

7.2 
 

Local Conditions 
Existing local conditions to apply with the removal of; 
 
Local Condition (f). 
   
 

   
Recommendation 
 
The Board is invited to determine the above application.  
 
Signature:    
Designation:  Clerk to the Licensing Board 
Reference: HC/INBS/188 
Date:  11th November, 2013             
Author:  Wendy Grosvenor 
Background Papers: The Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005/Application Form. Licensing 
Board Policy Statement from 1 October 2013 to November 2016 
 
 
Appendices: 

 Objection from Gillian Gunn on behalf of Highland Violence Against Women 
Strategy Group; and 

 Objection from Dr Margaret Somerville, Director of Public Health, Assynt 
House, Beechwood Park, Inverness IV2 3BW. 

 


















