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Meeting – 17 December 2013 Report 
No 

HLC/083/13 

 
Application for Renewal of a Public Entertainment Licence 

Strathnaver Museum, Clachan, Bettyhill 
 

Report by the Legal Manager  
 
Summary 
 
Members are asked to give consideration to an application for renewal of a public 
entertainment licence. 
 
This application is subject to a formal hearing procedure. 
 
 
1.0 
 
1.1 
 

Background 
 
The licensing of public entertainment is an activity covered under the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982. 
 

2.0 
 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Process 
 
An application for the renewal of a Licence was received on 1 August 2013 
from Strathnaver Museum in respect of Strathnaver Museum, Clachan, 
Bettyhill, Thurso.  The applicant has indicated on the application form that the 
premises are to be used for Exhibitions, which is one of the activities which the 
Council has resolved to licence. 
 

2.2 In terms of Section 3(1) of the abovementioned Act the application requires to 
be determined within 6 months i.e. 1 February 2014. 
 

2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 
 
2.5 
 

Following receipt of this application a copy of the same was circulated to the 
following Agencies/Services for consultation: 
 
• Police Scotland 
• Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
• Environmental Health Service 
• Planning and Building Standards Service 
• Roads Service 
 
A letter was received from the applicant on 17 October 2013 enclosing 
electrical report dated 9 August 2013, both attached.  The electrician has stated 
that the installation is unsatisfactory.   
 
A late objection was received from the Environmental Health Service on 25 
November 2013.  They were unable to comment within the statutory 
consultation period as the electrical report had not been received.   
 



2.6 
 
 
 
2.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.8 
 
 
 
2.9 

In terms of Schedule 1 Paragraph 3(e) (iii) of the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982 any objections and/or representations to an application for licence 
should be submitted within 28 days of the application being received. 
 
However Schedule 1 Paragraph 3(2) of the Act states that: 
 
Notwithstanding sub-paragraph (1)(e) above, it shall be competent for a 
Licensing Authority to entertain an objection or representation received by them 
before they take a final decision upon the application to which it relates if they 
are satisfied that there is sufficient reason why it was not made in the time 
required under that sub-paragraph’. 
 
A Representative from Environmental Health Service has been invited to the 
meeting to answer any questions Members may have regarding the late 
representation. 
 
If the Committee are minded to accept the late representation it will be 
circulated to Members at the meeting and can be taken into account when 
determining the application. If the Committee do not accept the reason for the 
late submission the application will be determined in its absence. 
 

2.10 A copy of this Report has been sent to the applicant who, in terms of Paragraph 
4(2) of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, has been invited to attend 
and will be provided with an opportunity to be heard by the Committee.  The 
applicant has also been advised of the procedure which will be followed at the 
meeting.   
 

3.0 
 
3.1 
 
 
 

Determining Issues 
 
Section 5(3) of Schedule 1 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 states 
that a Licensing Authority may refuse an application to grant or renew a licence 
where: 
 

 The applicant or anyone else detailed on the application is not a fit and 
proper person 

 
 The activity would be carried out by a person other than the applicant 

who, if he had made the application himself, would have been refused 
 

 Where the application relates to a premise, vehicle or vessel that the 
location, character or condition of the same is not suitable 
 

 The nature and extent of the proposed activity is not suitable 
 
 The kind of persons likely to be in the premises are not suitable 

 
 Where there is the possibility of undue public nuisance, public order or 

public safety 
 

 Where there is other good reason 
 

3.2 If required the Legal Manager will offer particular advice on the criteria relating 
to this particular application. 
 

  



4.0 
 
4.1 

Policies 
 
The following policies are relevant to this application: 
 
Highland Council Public Entertainment. A copy of these can accessed at 
www.highland.gov.uk/businessinformation/licensing/civicgovernmentlicensing 
or a hard copy can be supplied where requested. 
 

Recommendation 
 
Members are invited to give consideration to the above application. 
 
If Members are minded to grant the renewal of the licence, consideration could be 
given to an additional condition being imposed requiring the applicant to submit a 
further satisfactory electrical report within a specified time. 
 
Alternatively the Committee may wish to refuse the application on one of the grounds 
detailed in paragraph 3.1 of the report. 
 
 
Designation:   Legal Manager 
 
Officer Reference:  Lisa Donaldson  
 
Date:    26 November 2013 
 
Background Papers: Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 
 
Appendices: 

 Electrical Report dated 9 August 2013 
 Letter from Strathnaver Museum dated 14 October 2013 

 






















