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07/00372/FULCA: alterations to workshops (revised plans) at units north west of 

Radio Station, Neil Gunn Drive, Ormlie Industrial Estate, Thurso.  
 

Report by Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Members will recall that a situation has arisen at Ormlie Industrial Estate, Thurso 

whereby industrial units were being erected on the industrial estate in terms of 
planning permission reference 03/00434/FULCA granted on 4 December 2003 but 
where the units being erected are not the same as those which had been approved.  
That being the case, the developer was instructed to cease operations and to apply 
for planning permission for the units he was erecting.  That application was duly 
submitted.  The difference between the units, ostensibly, was that the originally 
approved units had an external height of 4m to the eaves and 8m to the roof ridge 
but the revised units, the subject of the current planning application, have a height 
of 5.6m to the eaves and 7.2m to the ridge.  The footprint of both proposals is the 
same, and both proposals comply with the Local Plan, being industrial units on land 
allocated for industrial purposes.  The original application attracted no objections 
from the public but the revised (current) application has attracted 8 letters of 
objection from residents of the adjacent residential area.  A copy of the report of the 
Area Planning and Building Standards Manager to the Caithness, Sutherland and 
Easter Ross Planning Applications and Review Committee of 28 August 2007 is 
appended to this report. 

 
1.2    The recommendation to the Committee was that the revised application should be 

granted permission.  The Committee, however, decided to continue consideration of 
the application in order for a site inspection by Members to take place and 
thereafter to make its decision. 

 
1.3    The site inspection duly took place on Tuesday 4 September 2007 following which a 

Special Meeting of the Committee was held in the Pentland Hotel, Thurso  (copy of 
the minute of the meeting attached) at which the Committee agreed to continue 
consideration of the application until a future meeting in order to offer the applicant 
the opportunity to produce to the Planning Officer a scheme for improving the 
appearance of the front elevation of the building using appropriate materials and 
landscaping and boundary treatments which would ameliorate the impact of the 
building on neighbouring properties to the satisfaction of the Committee. 



      
1.4 Amended plans were thereafter submitted by the applicant’s agent to satisfy the 

Committee’s concerns and the amended scheme was presented to the meeting of 
the Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross Planning Applications and Review 
Committee on 23 October 2007 for determination.  

 
1.5 The Committee, however, “agreed that the application be deferred in order that the 

applicant could present a more satisfactory solution in relation to the location and 
design of the building”.  

 
2. UPDATE 
 
2.1 Following communication of the Committee’s decision to the applicant’s agent, I 

have received two letters from him, both dated 6 November 2007 (copies attached), 
from which Members will note that it is now his client’s intention to submit an appeal 
to the Scottish Government against the failure of the Council to determine the 
application within the prescribed two month period.  

 
2.2 Once I have received the necessary appeal paperwork I will again revert to the 

Committee in order to receive its instruction as to how it wishes to conduct its 
defence on the issue.  
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