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07/00372/FULCA: alterations to workshops (revised plans) at units north west of 

Radio Station, Neil Gunn Drive, Ormlie Industrial Estate, Thurso.  
 

Report by Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
1. CURRENT SITUATION 
 
1.1 At the last meeting of the Caithness, Sutherland & Easter Ross Planning 

Applications and Review Committee on 20 November 2007 a report was tabled 
which outlined the background to consideration of the above application (copy 
attached) and advised the Committee that the applicant had indicated that he was 
going to submit an appeal against the failure of the Council to determine the 
application within the permitted two month period. 

 
1.2    In the intervening period between writing the report and the date of the meeting a 

copy of the Appeal sent to the Scottish Ministers by the applicant’s agent was 
received by the Planning Office. 

 
1.3    Since the Committee meeting a formal notification of the submission of the Appeal 

has been received by the Council from the Scottish Government (copy of covering 
letter enclosed).  In order to comply with the prescribed time periods, the Appeal 
Questionnaire has now been completed and sent to the Scottish Government.  

      
1.4 At the meeting of the Caithness, Sutherland & Easter Ross Planning Applications 

and Review Committee on 20 November 2007 it was agreed that a copy of the 
applicant’s appeal submission would be circulated to Committee Members in order 
for the Committee to decide whether it could come to any conclusions as to the 
merits of the application – that is, would the Committee have been minded to (a) 
grant the application and, if so, subject to what conditions; or (b) refuse the 
application and, if so, for what reasons.  If the Committee cannot come to a 
conclusion on the merits of the application (c) a statement requires to be submitted 
to the Scottish Government stating the Council’s view on the proposal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. CONSIDERATION 
 
2.1 I would now invite Committee to decide between options (a), (b) or (c) above and to 

provide an explanation for that decision in order that the Council’s Statement on the 
Appeal can be submitted to the Scottish Government.  The Statement needs to be 
submitted by 14 December 2007. 

 
 
Signature:    
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1.4 Amended plans were thereafter submitted by the applicant’s agent to satisfy the 

Committee’s concerns and the amended scheme was presented to the meeting of 
the Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross Planning Applications and Review 
Committee on 23 October 2007 for determination.  

 
1.5 The Committee, however, “agreed that the application be deferred in order that the 

applicant could present a more satisfactory solution in relation to the location and 
design of the building”.  

 
2. UPDATE 
 
2.1 Following communication of the Committee’s decision to the applicant’s agent, I 

have received two letters from him, both dated 6 November 2007 (copies attached), 
from which Members will note that it is now his client’s intention to submit an appeal 
to the Scottish Government against the failure of the Council to determine the 
application within the prescribed two month period.  

 
2.2 Once I have received the necessary appeal paperwork I will again revert to the 

Committee in order to receive its instruction as to how it wishes to conduct its 
defence on the issue.  

 
 
Signature:     
 
Designation:  Area Planning & Building Standards Manager 
 
Author: Iain Ewart, Team Leader (01955 607751) 
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